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chAP. I. 

Shewing how ſoon a man in love may become jealour, 
and how ſoon a jealous man may, if be pleaſe, . 
| become rational ; together with a new old | 
woman”®s ſong, and a lady's wonderful 
penetration into providential cauſes. | 
and effects. 


re | . WP 1 | $323 5x | 
Tur world,” ſays Pantagruel, * is 
full of large libraries and learned books; and 
we may venture to aſſert that no ſubject has 
been more univerſal, becauſe none has more 
Vol. III. . generally 


— 


__ -generally accorded with the feelings of all 


nations and all ages, than the divine inſpira- 
tion of love; and notwithſtanding one an- 
cient amorous writer aſſerts, that, «© who 
1 able to rid the world of lazineſs, would 

fruſtrate all the deſigns of Cupid; and 
en 44 ſurly one calls it, © the 46:22 pt 
ol folks deſtitute of all other occupations ;* 
yet we may ſay with our own more modern, 
and not leſs enlightened bard, 


% The lunacy is fo ordinary, that the whippers are in 
. 100. 


The moſt able caſviſt; the moſt bet 
at. the moſt eloquent orators, the 
moſt ſkilful lawyers, and the moſt devour di- 
vines, have not thought their talents de- 
graded, nor their pens unprofitably employed, 
in tracing the rife, progreſs, and effect of this 
all- ſubduing biaſs of the human mind; and 
bowever differently they may deſcribe, or 
feel themſelves affected by that ſame love, 

which Makes the young undertake _ 

thing, and the old e every tl. ing 

and 1 | h 0 


5 « Now 


— 
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21 81 83 Now conceals his piercing eye, | 
2 « And now, like Argus, every thing deſcries; 
Who brings to view. the grace that ſhuns the light, 


46 And midſt a thouſand guards directs the lover's ſight 3. 


one point is agreed to by all, namely, that. 
diffidence is ever the companion of genuine 
paſſion, reſting therefore on a proof ſo un- 
equivocal, we may ſafely pronounce that flame 
Wich every moment increaſed in the boſom 
of Doctor Cameron, to be truly genuine; 
for though he ſat whole hours, and often 
alone, with our heroine ; though he could not 
look at her without a ſigh, touch her without 
; trembling, or hear her without rapture, he 
| had not the courage even to hope, that a ſoul 
with whoſe ae and ſentiments his own 
was in perfect uniſon, would either compre- 

hend or reward a paſſion, which Roſa was 

too much abſorbed in grief to obſerve; and 
though in her eighteenth year, too little con- 
ſcious of the power of her own charms, to 
aſcribe it to the right cauſe, if ſhe nja. 
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From the time the removal of the Major 
to Edinburgh was fixed, Roſa had under- 
ſtood, that Mrs. Buhanun was the only per- 
ſon of his family, befides domeſtics, who 
were , deſigned to attend him thither ; 3 and 
though Ne as ſhe was with 
Mrs. Buhanun, ſhe could not offer to re- 
tain that ſtation at Edinburgh which ſhe 
was ſuffered to fill by his bedſide at Caſtle 
Gowrand : yet when Doctor Cameron, 
who ſuppoſed her included in the family | 
arrangements, informed her of it, her Wi 
heart dilated with all the joy it could in ſuch | 
circumſtances feel; to attend her beſt friend 
as long as life laſted, —to watch thoſe glim- | | 
merings of reaſon, the Doctor hoped might 
yet return, and to be recogniſed by him per- 
forming the duties of. gratitude and friendſhip, 
was all the favor ſhe wifhed, and more than 
| ſhe had dared to hope from Mrs. Buhanun. 
; Mrs. Walſingham, however, at. that mo 
ment, ſhot acroſs her mind, and viſibly 
checking the riſing ſatisfaction in her coun{ 
tenance, overſpreadit with a gloom that could 
not eſcape the Doctor's obſervation; and thi 

 agitateſ 
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agitated earneſtneſs, with which ſhe requeſted 
him to promiſe he would not leave the 
Major's room for three hours ſhe wiſhed tobe 
abſent, raiſed ſenſations in his mind too pain- 
ful and too enigmatical to be explained even 
to himſelf ; he however anſwered, he was 
bappy in any reſpect 10 oblige her; and 
ſcarce had he ſpoken before Mrs. Buhanun, 
led by Mr. Frazer, entered. 
The dight of the Major was really 8 
ing; it always drew a flood of tears from he 
bright eyes of his wife, who, too much af- 
fected to make a long ſtay, explained, with 
great civility, to Roſa, that ſhe would be in 
her family fuite to Edinburgh; and after 
having ſhewn her face at-the opening of the 
bed curtains, further explained, that as. ſhe 
found herſelf too ill to travel without her 
maid; as the two girls, Emma and Jeſſy, 
would alſo ride with her in her chaiſe; as 
ſhe knew Miſs Roſa would beſt like to be 
with her friend; as that friend, if he ſhould 
be ſenlble, would be beſt pleaſed to ſee her 
near him; and, finally, as the litter was large 
enough to contain two e beſide the 


83 bed 


him to Edinburgh, was an expedient he firm- 
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| bed on which the Major lay, ſhe had ſettled 
it for her to accompany the nurſe. 
Doctor Cameron ſeemed thunderſtruck ; 
he looked at Roſa; the provident attention 
of Mrs. Buhanun ſeemed neither to ſurpriſe i 
nor difpleafe her but on the contrary, if 
the deep reverie in which ſhe was almoſt loſt 
to preſent objects, was at all interrupted, it 
was by an expreſſion of pleaſed acquieſcence 
to the meaſure which ſtruck him as ſo un- 
fecling and indclicate, that the taciturnity of 
his temper was on the point of being ſuper- 
ceded: by indignation, when the lady, having 
finiſhed her half order, and half communi- 
* cation, made a haſty courtſy, and quitted the 
room, leaving the Doctor engroſſed by 
ſome few wiſhes, which followed each other 
=. cloſe far the immediate. en + of h 
all. "as. 

* Firſt, as the des of ſhutting: uf 2 
dovely blooming young woman in a Itter 
with a man in the Major's ſituation, for the 
length of time it would take, to convey 


ly believed, no perſon living would have 
fuggeſicd, ſave Mrs. Buhanun berſelf, he 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed to foliow her for the ſole purpoſe of 
oppoling it. 

Then on ſuppoſition the fair lady of the 
Caſtle was too well ſatisfied with the plan 
ſhe had ſo adroitly laid, to alter it, except it 
could be done without diſarranging the 
minuteſt point in her own convenience, he 
had already contrived how to do away all poſ- 
ſible objections, and prevent Roſa's being ſo. 
improperly diſpoſed of, at one and the ſame 


| time; this he wiſhed to explaia to Mrs. 


Buhanun. | 
Baut there was one thing he more wiſhed 
for than either of the preceding, waich was 
to know, what buſineſs, purſuir, or engage- 
ment it could poſſibly be, that had ſo ſudden- 
ly changed our heroine's countenance, and 
rendered her ſo anxious to retain him as her 
_ ſubſtitute, where he had ſo late en her 
companion. . 
Should this hiſtory be honoured. by the 
| peruſal of any grave taciturne gentleman in 
his fortieth year, who is, for the firſt time in 
his life, imbibing a paſſion. for a beautiful _ 
girl under eighteen; and ſhould ſuch gentle» _ 
5 B 4 — = 
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man, in the very moment he has promiſed to 
remain by the ſide of a fick, or even dying | 
friend, on a ſudden ſuſpect that moment is 
intended to be given by the ſaid beautiful 
girl under eighteen, to a rival younger and 
more attractive than himſelf, he will clearly 
underſtand on what temptation Doctor 
Cameron ſlipped a guinea note into the hand 
of the nurſe, promiſed a locket to Jeſſy, and 
a chain to Emma, by way of ftimulus to their 
attention to the Major, and broke his pro- 
miſe, as he would then have done any other 
promiſe, however ſacred or binding, in order 
to make ſo grand a diſcovery, by following 
the feather footed Roſa, as ſhe darted along 
the paddock in _ of ww chamber 
window. Nee, 3 
If Doctor Cameron did not d gep quite ſo 
light as Roſa, he at leaſt kept ſuch an equal 
pace, that he retained the view of her ſylph- 
like form till ſhe entered the glen, where 
the intricacy of the path, and ſudden turn- 
ines, rendered his -purſuit iefs eaſy, and 
obliged him to make uſe of more agility than 
was either pleaſant or natural to him; but 
er. P * f the 
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the difficulty only incrraſed bis e 
and by daſhing through the yet remaining 
pools of water, which ſhe took a few ſteps to 
avoid, he kept near enough to the fair ob- 
ject he followed, to oblerve her increaſing 
eagerneſs and mien without being per- 
ecived ber 8 
From the time when W Buhanun was 
e in the unhappy ſituation in which 
he now lay, to that when firlt Doctor 
Cameron, and then Mrs. Buhanun, inform: <d 
her ſhe was to attend him to Edinburgh, her 
heart had been ſo truly affected, and her at- 
tention ſo engroſſed by his calamity, and ſne 
ſo well knew the affliction Mrs. Wallingham 
| would ſuffer; while he continued in ſo de- 
plorable a ſtate, that ſhe had put off writing 
to that amiable woman from hour to hour; 
firſt from abſolute inability to put her diſtreſs 
and apprehenſion into language that would 
not overwhelm her with ſorrow, and after, in 
hope, (as Doctor Cameron admitted the 
poſſibility) of a change that might ſoften the 
afflifting ridings ; and thus ſhe had gone on 
deſerriog a moſt painful talk, ſometimes 
—_ B * 8 wondering 
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wondering the did not hear from the burn 
ſide, and at others, hoping the graceful ſolitaire 


there, was already acquainted with the mis- 
fortune ſhe dreaded to communicate ; but 


her affection and gratitude were now equally 
iatereſted in reſpect to Mrs. Walſingham; 


fince to leave the country, without ſeeing” a 
friend ſo dear and ſo amiable, without giving 


and receiving all the conſolation the dreadful 
ſituation of their mutual friend could admit, 


would have been not only ann, "+ 


<ruel. 


As ſhe lightly ſivines to bound before the 


Doctor, her heart beat with a ſenſation of 
eager friendſhip, as if it ſought to burſt the 


mortal confinement of her boſom, and fly to. 
the friend who now engrofled all her 


thoughts; her pace quickened ; ſhe ran; 


the flew towards the declivity; while he, 


more confirmed in the idea, that ſuch eager 
anxious taſte could only refult from a ſecret 
attachment, could with great difficulty, and 
frequent aid from the drooping branches of 
the trees he paſſed, keep his feet, as equally 
_ "eager, and no lefs agitated, he ſtill followed 
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thoſe ſteps which, with a pang as new as un- 


defined, he now poſitively concluded carried 


her, inſenſible of fatigue, to an e 5 


with ſome favoured lover. 


As the Doctor was careful to keep beyond 


the angle of each impervious. turning, he had 
not perceived the corner of the precipice 
which overhung the burn and totally con- 
cealed from him the building under it, till he 


was ſuddenly ſo frightened by a ſhriek from 


Roſa, that he loſt his balance and fell; a ſe- 
cond ſhriek rendered him invulnerable to 
bodily pain; his knees and face were bruiſed, 
but he was inſenſible to every thing but the 
louder and louder ſhrieks that thrilled 
through his heart, and prelaged ſome horrible 
_ event, though of what nature it was pots 
for him even to gueſs. | 


Roſa's feet ſcarce touched the craggy = | 
 . clivity, and as wild and We the de- 


ſcended, 
In vain oppoſed the craggy ** 8 | 
The rapid torrent and perplexing wood; . 


14 
by 
| 
. 
| 


12  THE/BEOGAR GIRE. 


his eyes, as well as feet, followed her; he 
looked round with trembling anxiety, but 
Haw nothing that could lead to the diſcovery 
his ſoul panteJ after. 
The ravage of the late tempeſt was indeed 
very viſible; trees torn up by the roots, and 
- feattered branches, lay promiſcuoufly by the 
burn fide; the waters were not yet returned 
to their ufual bounds, large fragments of 
* rock; recently brought down by the flood, 
' here ſtopped the difcoloured torrent, which 
there guſhed on in foaming cataracts. Here 
is defolation, thought the doctor; but it is a 
- defolation of RE ENN and cannot affect 
L N . = 
At that inſtant the rottering corner of a 
"Wye caught his eye; it appeared to ſtand 
on part of a rock which the ſtorm had 
- Hivided'; pieces of broken furniture lay, half 
covered with water, in the chaſms of ſome 
large ſtones; looking ſtill more earneſt on 
another corner of the divided rock, at the 
very edge of the water, he perceived a fe- 
wale "_ and Rola, who by this time 
| reached 
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reached the deſolate ſpot, fink; ſenſeleſs by | 


her ſide. 
Doctor Cameron was no longer zal. 


The ſurface of the rock where Roſa now lay 


was nearly covered by water; he raiſed her 


wet and ſenſeleſs, in his arms; no ſhelter but 


the corner of the hut was near; it was not a 
moment for conſideration reſpecting its 
ſafety; thither he carried his inſenſible bur- 
then, and called to the woman for aſ- 
„ 5 Pr 
te Ah wae es me!” cried ſhe, 8 
of his prayer for aſſiſtance, © wae es me ! ai 


caunna greet nae langer; baith mine auld een 


are dree ah wae wae es me! mine ain 
| bonnie cheild, my gude Donald, my bra 
| bairn !—thy | pure mither es wat an cauld, 
ſpeering oot for her winſome laud ah wae 


wael wat an cauld es my Donald; hes nag. >. 
coomd bauk tull his pure mither; ; AY; wae 


wae es me! 

While the woman was thus bewailing her- 
ſelf, the Doctor finding ſhe would not, or 
could not aſſiſt him, was uſing every effort to 
recover Roſa, who, when ſhe opened her 


eyes, 


\ 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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eyes, recogniſed a ſpot too full of terrors to 
give a moment to ſurpriſe at the ſight of him; 
her head funk on 1 his ** and ſhe burſt 
into tears. 
The woman, in a voice broken JU forrow 
. and age, now ſung, 49 


Mi Donal he coames hame at eve, 
An ay ſae wat an weare 
Cauſt aff the wat, put on the dree, 
An gang tull bede mi dearie. 


* Ah good Janet !” cried Roſa, haſten- 
ing to her, explain to me this terrible 
ſcene? of . 

40 An gang enden mĩ dearie, 
repeated Janet, ſhaking her venerable head, 
with a vacant ſtare at Roſa, who anxiouſly en- 

deavoured to cover the long white hairs that 
gave a druid like appearance to the mourn- 
ful ſongſtreſs. « Wat wat, mi bonny cheild, 

es wat an weary ; ken ye not hoo mi winſome 
dairn ganged awa an left his pure mither ? Ef | 


\ 


_ Snaw wheat ſtocking on hes lig, 
Wi ſiller buckles glancin; 
A bra blue bonnet on his hede; 25 
Gude trothe the lad was winſome. 22 
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% Ah Donald! Donald! mine ane gude 
cheild, my bonny bairn; what mun "Oy : 
Janet do noo?” __ 
Roſa's faſt falling tears FEES on "a 
wrinkled forehead of poor Janet, as ſhe 
wrung the water from her venerable treſſes; 
but it was in vain ſhe by turns conſoled and 
queſtioned her; Janet, the reader will re- 
member, was deaf, and the recent calamity 
had totally deranged her intellect; all of rea- 
ſon that remained was nee recollection, 
and maternal agony. 1 
Roſa, whoſe approach to the wee 6000 
ſhe had been uſed to greet with ſmiles and 
dleſſings, could not obtain one recogniſing; 
glance; all her tender ſy mpathy and charit= 
able attentions were loſt on the poor object, 
whoſe eyes, fixed on the rapid current, ſeem- 
: ed to ſeareh for her bonny cheild.“ 
Doctor Cameron, who had often ſeen 
diſaſters like that he now doubted not had 
happened at the burn ſuie, was very ſoon in- 
= formed by Roſa's mourntul geſtures, and bro- 
3 ken 2 as ſhe caſt her eyes round 
oY | _ that 
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that ſhe "I APY a loſs: more dear 8 . 


houſe, or houſchold of the. poor old Jannet; 


he ſaw ſeveral remains of furniture caught in 
chaſms of the large ſtones near, which plainly 


demonſtrated that an inhabitant of ſuperior rank 


to Janet or her Donald had re ſided there, and 
he aſked his heart, whether that happy inha- 
bitant, happy ſince beloved by Roſa, — was 
man or woman; but no matter; the heart 
of Doctor Cameron dwelt not on its own 
intereſt, while an object like Janet ſpoke to 
its feelings; he looked round; the corner of 
the hovel was that where the aged ſufferer 
had been uſed to ſleep; her bed was ſtill 
ſtanding uninjured; he removed it to the 
ſhelter of a tew trees, and having placed ſome 
boughs, which the tempeſt had broken under 
it, aſſiſted Roſa i in removing her thither. 
Janet had no power to reſiſt their kind- 
neſs, hut her eye, deadened by age, cold, 
and extreme grief, ſtill fixed on the watery 
grave of her darling ſon, and her head con- 
tinued turned towards the burn when it was 
no 1 wbl. | 
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The ond and romantic ſituation of 
Donald Ferguſon's wee hooſe, were proba- 
bly Mrs. Walſingham's chief inducer.ents to 
reſide there ; and the ſtyle in which ſhe had 
decorated and added to fo obſcure and in- 
convenient a cabin, ſpoke at ONCE an elegant 
and diſturbed mind, ſeeking fromꝰ local 
amuſements an antidote againſt internal in- 
quietude. The walks round the fanciful 
_ dwelling, which had been ſome dug, others 
cut, probably looſened the earth round the 
= rocks on which the buildings ſtood, which 
not being one ſolid maſs, that part on which 
the cottage had its original foundation, yet re- 
mained, while that on which the new apart- 
ments were built, were entirely waſhed 
away, and left a frightful chaſm now filled 
with water, on the ſurface of which were float- 
ing ſeveral elegant bound books, muſic, 
maps, papers, and other boyant appendages ta 
tne ſuperiority the Doctor had remarked, as 
totally our of ſuite with the part of the cabin 
and its furniture yet remaining. A packet of 
papers particularly attracted his notice for 


% 


19 THE BEGGAR GIRL. 


— AAAS AL > 


one moment before he flew to the aſſiſtance 
of the old woman, but was entirely forgotten 
when he had, at Roſa's earneſt deſire, re- 
aſcended the declivity, and after what might 
be literally called a two mile heat to him, 
gained a cottage on the border of the glen, 
which *ſhe had minutely deſcribed, from 
whence a poor widow and her two ſons, 
dependants of the | Caſtle Gowrand Laird, 
returned with him, to the aſſiſtance of their 
old neighbour, of whoſe diſtreſs and fituation | 
they were entirely ignorant. 
The waters, the body of which ns 
88 the highland ſprings, had indeed been 
ſo deep and rapid in their current through 
the glen of Gowrand, that every veſtige of 
the deſtruction at burn ſide, fave what has 
been deſcribed, were carried in the night 
{ome miles into the ocean; ſo that the more 
fortunate dwellers, lower by the burn, and 
the inland neighbours, were ignorant of the 
cataſtrophe which was no ſooner known than 
crowds offered their aſſiſtance to Janet, and 
Joudly lamented her winſome Donald, and 
the gude weef their common benefactreſß. 
The 
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| "The" Doctor's ears, though he was buſily 
employed about the old woman, greedily de- 
voured the ſound, © the gude weef.“ | 
„ Well, but had this gude weef no ſon or 
brother to cheer her _ and adore 
C 
Having bled old Janet, and left money 
with the widow who received her at her cot- 
tage, not only for neceſſaries but comforts, 
which he charged her to procure, he put 
the paſſive arm of his weeping companion 
under his own, and reminding her of the ſick 
chamber at Caſtle Gowrand, prevailed on 
her to turn her reluctant ſteps from the ſad 
ſound of the aged mourner, who no longer 
ſeeing any object to whicu her eyes had been 
familiar, rent the air _with her cries, calling on 
Donald, her“ gude Wer e bonny cheild,” 
2 « Paggy, her « winſome laſſie, and 
« gude Maiſtreſs Walſingham. “ 
330 was with difficulty Roſa could drag her 
weary limbs to the Caſtle, though oppure 
and almeſt carried by Doctor Cameron; in 
the intervals, when overpowered by grief 
and fatigue, ſhe reſted on his friendly ſup- 
| - Port, 
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20 
port, her . on her lips, ſhe lamented her 


little contribute to raiſe his ſpirits; and 
during the laſt half mile, when Roſa, her 


mere poſſibility, that her loved friend could 


having conſigned her to the care of Peggy, he 


death bed ne | 
fait hoſteſs, had prevailed on her to ſuffer | 


amuſement, the laſt thing expected or deſired 
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reſpected friend, in terms that convinced 
him her viſit, her anxiety, and regrets were. 
all female; if he did not acquire ſtrength 
from this information, it certainly did not a 


heart filled with fond regret, contraſting the 


have eſcaped the inundation which had left 
ſuch cruel veſtiges, with the univerſal like= 
hood ſhemuſt have periſhed, loſt all power to 
ſupport herſelf, he chearfully carried his lovely 
burthen to the hall of Caſtle Gowrand, where 


repaired to the chamber of the grieving Mrs. 
Buhanun, which, contrary to his expectation, 
he found vacated by the fair miſtreſs. 
Mr. Alexander Frazer, whoſe liking for a a 
cene. was not more ſtrong, than his 


him to join her, in a ceſſation of diſmals at the 
cheſs-table, where, innocent as was their 


by 
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by, either, Was the PW, of Doctor 
Cameron. 
The Doctor, 5 noticing Ma 3 
ment or confuſion, related, with his uſual 
ſparingneſs of words, the cataſtrophe he had 
witneſſed, and requeſted Mrs. Buhanun's 
as how to remove the wtetched remnant 
of the unfortunate family, from the houſe 
where he had left her, to one more comfort. 
able. | | 
Now, as che widow" 8 508 was s clean; z as 
wwe was a good hearted creature; and as he 
had left direction and means to ſupply all Janet 
wants, no more comfortable place could be 
found in the neighbourhood, except the lady 
ol Caſtle Gowrand's heart had happened go - 
beat ſo far in uniſon with his own, as to re- 


ceive her under her roof, which perhaps the 


ſimple Doctor expected. but he little knew 

the feelings of his beautiful hoſteſs. 
Mrs. Buhanun had immediate recourſe to 
her ſmelling bottle and bell; z. the firſt the did 
not uſe, the ſecond ſhe violently pulled, and 
demanded of the ſervant, who anſwered it, 
whether 
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| "whether the Major had taken his accuſtomn- 
ed walk on the morning of his illneſs. 
The morning, a as well as night, the man 
replied, had been very. tempeſtuous; that 
none of the ſervants knew of their maſter's 
having left his room till that minute, when 
one of widow Janſon' s ſons, who had attended 
the Doctor and Miſs Roſa home, informed 
them, that looking for the kine, the morn- 
ing after the ſtorm, he found the Laird in a fit, 
8 jut coming out of the glen; that he aſſiſted to 


nm recover and lead him home; that they en- 


tered by the ſtable yard unſeen by the do- 
mefltics ; ; that the Laird gave him a ſhilling, 
and motioning for him to depart, he ſaw kim 
_ aſcend the back . and then returned 
8 

=" So, * faid Mrs Beha . this then 
is che peculiar work of providence.” 

The Doctor ſtared; it did not ftrike him 
that providence could peculiarly deſign the 
deſtruction of an innocent family. 7. 
r 130 have OA "EN 95 3 Mr. 


Frazer.” 2 8 
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At the word ſad, it was proper Mrs. 
Buhanun ſhould take out her white handker- 


chief, and either from the divine effect ot 


ſympathy, or politeneſs, Mr. Frazer's colour- 5 
ed ſilk one alſo appeared. 
The poor creature muſt have periſhed 
on the ſtone where we found her,” ſaid 
Doctor Cameron, c j, | | 
Ihe ſtone, Mrs. Buhanun proteſted, was 
too ſoft a bed for ſuch wretches. 

This was a harſh: ſentence to come from 
the red lip of beauty; but Doctor Cameron 
having heard from the redder lips of one 
whoſe beauty ſurpaſſed all beauty, that the 
old ſufferer was the beſt creature in the 
world, and having the trembling voice of 
venerable grief ftill vibrating on his ear, 
calling on her“ pure Donald, —her gude 
cheild, —her bonny bairn,“ he caſt a look of 
diſguſt on Mrs. Buhanun, and quitted the 
Jom with even more haſte than he entered, 
juſt in the moment when that lady was on 
the point of unfolding her injuries, and thoſe 
atrocities that had been ſo peculiarly puniſh- 
ed by n 8 
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But though the rude Doctor NT not 
de ſtayed by the ſoft voice of complaining 
beauty, Mr. Frazer, the ſympathizing Mr. 
Le allowed, that the Major's being de- 
prived of all power to injure ſo excellent, ſo 
lovely a woman, in the moment when the diſ- 
turber of her peace was ſuddenly hurled to 
her laſt account, was, as ſhe had wiſely wh the 
-peculiar work of Providence. 

Fre m concluſions like theſe no 3 of 
ſolicitude for the Major could be expected; 
but that ſame Providence poor mortals are ſo 
.prone to drag into all their petty affairs, and 
make right or wrong juſt as they think 
proper to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, was at 
this moment working another miracle; for 
the Major ſuddenly recovered his e and 


the uſe of his right ſide. | 
The joyful ſcreams. of Emma, who re- 


| folved.1 to earn her locket, had not left his bed 


head, gave notice of an event ſo unexpected 
and Mrs. Buhanun, who with Mr. Frazer, 
were firſt in the room, threw herſelf on the 


bed, and embraced her huſband, nothwith- 
ftanding 


* 
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ſtanding all the injuries ſhe had recently 
enumerated. T3 1150 
Tears rolled down the FE and vallid 
cheek to which her's was now preſſed ; he 
breatheda ſigh ſo deep and ſad, that it ſeemed 
the laſt effort of expiring nature; his wife, her 
two daughters, and his friends, crowded to 
his pillow. While reaſon holds any ſeat in 
the mind of man, ſuch a fight rauſt be a foul 
reviving cordial; yet he caſt a ſad enquiring 
look around, and again deeply lighing, cloſed 5 
his eyes. 0 
The nurſe, who was a good as well as ex- 
perienced woman, vehemently inſiſted on 
ker right to rule in the abſence of the 
Doctor. ; 
Such ſtrong. emotions, ſhe ſaid, ol 
_ utterly deſtroy every favonrable ſymptom ; 
and inſiſted that quiet, abſolute quiet, was 
at this criſis more neceſſary than medicine; 
but finding the joy of Mrs. Buhanun, and 
from her example; that of her children, more: 
W boiſterous than even her grief, ſhe left the 
room, in anxious ſearch after the Doctor. 
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-*Phawopſetcnce of Major Buhanun had not, 
from her ly corner,” noted down any deep 
fin, te blacken the hour of departing life ; his 
+ memory was unclouded by any recollections 
that could render his dying moments hor- 
tible, yet he was awfully ſenſible of the 
change he knew muſt ſoon take place, and the 
cheek of his giddy thoughtleſs wife, wet with 
tears and joined to his own, recalled her 
image to his mind before he perceived it de- 
faced by vanity ; he preſſed his cold lips to 
ber's, bleſſed his children, aſked for Kattie, 
and again deeply iighing, pur of Emma 
for her friend. 

- Roſa, though Peggy had hate FOR to 
1555 her quiet, was informed by the tran- 
ſported girl, of the joyful riding gs, and now ß 


ruſhed to the bed fide, | 


4 Bleſs me too, rs; ſaid | he, ee bleſs 


1- your grateful Roſa.“ 


The deep groan which ſeemed to a Foul 
the heart of the Major ; the tears that rolled 
from his eyes, as he extended the hand he 
could move, renewed in her mind the an- 
guiſh ſhe had for a moment forgotten; the 
FE... did 
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hid her face, and ſobbed aloud; her joy, at 
the ſudden alteration for the better in her 
friend, had not power to repreſs an aſſocia- 
tion of ideas as painful as natural. 

« Come near, oma ſaid he, in a falter- 
ing voice. 

The fad and grievous 8 which 
even where death had already fixed his inde- 
lible character, was viſible; the tears that 
continued to roll down his ſunken cheeks, fad, 
though ſilent proofs that the deſolation of 
the burn ſide was known to him, quite over- 
came Roſa ; ſhe ſunk on the floor, and was 
carried ſenſeleſs to her chamber. 

The nurſe having ſearched in vain file 
Doctor Cameron, returned to her poſt in 
very ill humour; | ſhe adminiſtered ſome 
drops, which had before, ſhe ſaid, Done 
her maiſter meickle gude, which ſeemed to 
compoſe him, and Mrs. Buhanun's joy hav- 
ing decreaſed in its turbulence ſince the en- 
trance of Roſa, a (lence reigned, which was 


| broken by the Major, with an exclamation of 
| pleaſure, at ſight of the ng who mew 
| Entered the room. 


c nts Deer 
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Major to Edinburgh, was more the reſult of 


ed fo ſtrong a trait in his character, than ex- 
pectation of his recovery. He had foretold 
a return of reaſon, and a partial amendment, 
ſient; he was not therefore ſo. much ſurpriſed 
certainly did rejoice, but his joy had an 
equivocal appearance; his upper liptrembled, 
tears rolled down his cheeks, and while 


Mr. Frazer expreſſed his feelings in a more 


the hand of his friend. 


loved and reſpected, he indulged, with pe- 


temporary affairs remained unſettled, would 


it Was in his poſſeſſion; he had brought it 


put ** — % * % 
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Doctor Chand 8 ldvice to remove the 


affectionate ſolicitude for his friend, and the 
diffidence in his own judgment, which form- 


without hope it would be more than tran- 


or elated as Mrs. Buhanun or Mr. Frazer ; he 


than uſual flow of words, he uy only "0p 


Beſides the pleaſure the Doctor felt at be: 
ing again recognized by the man he moſt 


culiar ſatisfaction, the idea, that whatever 


now be fixed agreeable to the Major's own 
wiſh. The will had been made ſome years; 


to Caſtle Gowrand ; and ſhould any alteration 
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be ſug en there would, he * be 
time. | 
Several letters kid arrived ſince 7 


| Major's illneſs commenced, which he had 


put in the drawer of his writing table; they 
might be of importance; and ſuch had been 
his habitual nicety, in reſpect to his cor- 
reſpondence, that while a hope remained of 
the recovery of his mental faculties, Mrs. 
Buhanun would not venture to break a ſeal; 
there would now, the Doctor truſted, be 
time to inſpect theſe; and though the caſe, 


he feared, was ultimately a loſt one, it would 


be of infinite ſatisfaction to himſelf, to re- 


ceive the moſt particular inſtruction relative 


to all the family concerns, in which his truſt 
would ſo peculiarly intereſt him. 
While his thoughts were thus occupied, "im 
found his hand, which the Major held, and: 
which he had continued to preſs, on a ſudden 
relinquiſhed ; he ſtarted up; he ſpoke to the 
ſick man, but received no anſwer ;. the eye, 
fraughtwith melancholy expreſſion, was raiſed - 
to his, and proved that memory and recollection 
Cit + 7 ET 
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Kill remained, though the organs of "WAY 
_ all ſtrength of body were again gone. 
The Doctor's anguith was far from being 
as ſilent as his joy; he wept alcud, and bit- | 
terly lamented he had not ſeized the moment 
when his friend's faculties had been ſo ſud- 
denſy reſtored, to ſpeak on the ſubject of his 
will; a faint gleam from the Major's heavy 
eye proved the mention of the will ſtruck on 
his own feeling; he made an effort, uttered 
ſome indiſtinct ſounds, and cloſed his eyes 
with a deep ſigh, which funk into the heart of 
the good Doctor, who again reproached him-- 
ſelf for lofing the moments heaven had given. 
. Mrs, Buhanun regretted the little uſe made 
of her huſband's reſtored reaſon ſtill more 
than the Doctor, with ſuch diſpoſitions to- 
wards her as he had evinced, who knew but 
| he would have left, as indeed ſhe thought he 
ought to have done, all his property in her 
power, without clogging her weeds with ſuch 
unneceſſary reſtraints as truſts and guardians ; 
vain however were all regrets; they watch- 
ed every breath that night, and by day break 
the next morning all traces of ſenſe and 
„ memory 
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memory were gone; the Dector then with 
tears declared there was no hope; for though 
he might live days, and even weeks, medi- 
cine could do nothing for him. Ft) 
Mrs, Buhanun, who had ſet her miadis on 
6 going to Edinburgh, inſiſted that the fa- 
vourable and ſudden turn of her huſband's 


diſorder might be ſucceeded by others as ſud- 


den and more permanent, if aided by conſul- 
tations of the faculty; and Doctor Cameron's 
modeſty prevented his oppoſing his own 
hope leſs opinion againſt a meaſure he had 
himſelf firſt ſuggeſted. _ 

But though he wanted ae ro op- 
poſe Mrs. Buhanun's going to Edinburgh, 
on the avowed deſign of conſultations with 
the faculty, he was reſolved to alter the mode 
of travelling ſhe had ſo cleverly arranged, 
and therefore inſiſted on reſigning his own | 
carriage to Roſa, and taking the place deſtined 
for her i in the litter with the W and his 
nurſe. 

Mrs. "i looked forprileds ily 4 
poſal, to give him one of her daughters as a 
companion in his chaiſe, had been received 
with great coolneſs; churl, ſhe had con- 
Ca temptuoully 


. 
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" temptuouſly called him, when talking the 
marter over with her maid. She demurred, 
but not judging it politic to quarrel with a 
man to whom it was probable ſhe muſt be 
obliged; and one whom the world held in 
high eſtimation, ſhe ungraciouſly acceded to 
his plan on two conditions, Which gd as un- 
„ and pofitively refuſed. : 

Mrs. Buhanun declared ſhe had private 
reaſohs'for' inlifting the jealouſies of the 
chaiſe ſhould be kept down all the way to 
Edinburgh, and that her maid warned be 
1 1 aj s companion. 2 
Doctor Cameron inſiſted cli * traveller 
ſhould be left to her own choice and difcre- 
tion in reſpect to the jealouſies, and every 
other part of his carriage ; and that not Mrs. 
Buhanun's maid, but one of her ee, 
| Ee? be her companion. 
Again was Mrs. Buhanun ſurpriſed, and 
again ſhe was diſpoſed to demur, but the 
contracted brow of the troubleſome Doctor 
deterred her, and ſhe haughtily turned away, 
ſaying, it was not worth her while to conteſt 
1 JJV 
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ſo eis point. To | this he made a 
coinciding bow, and retired to acquaint 
Roſa with the change of orders, imputing 
it to Mrs. Buhanun's own . ese of pro- 
priety. ö 
Roſa acquieſced, withour ſeeming to con 
ſider herſelf at all obliged ; ſhe could ſee no: 
impropriety in ſpending every moment of her 
time by the bedſide of her only friend ;. 
© one whoſe ſoul, on its diſſolution, would, 
ſoaring, mock. the broken frame below; but 
her 120 was too full for utterance, and ſhe 
haſtily retired to her chamber, to make the 
laſt preparatory arrangements for the melan- 
choly journey, too much abſorbed in grief 
for the motive of it, to ſuffer a thought to 
revert to her own ſituation or future pro- 
ſpects; and thus the Laird of Caſtle Gow- 
rand and his family were carried to the apart- 
ments of Lord Aron N at Holy- 
Rood- houſe. | 
Previous to their ſetting out in the morn- | 
ing, Roſa taking Ee with her in the 
Doctor s chaiſe, paid a laſt viſit to Janet. She 
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entreated the widow Jonſtone to be kind to 
the poor creature, and out of the little ſtock | 

remaining ofthe Engliſh money, offered ſome 
gold for her ſupport. $4 
The widow Jonſtone was ane couſine tull 
Caupten Jonſtone, wha wes cheild tull Lady 
Jonſtone's aunty, and ſeorned an eempo- 
feetion; the gude Doctor's filler wes nae 
gane when he caw'd on = way frae the 
burn ſeed an peed her mair.” 


« Good man?” ſaid Roſa, «DUE you vill 
take care of poor Janet.” 


| 40 Aill be ſhoore tull do thaut, Meſs; the 
gude Doctor ſhanna thraw awa hes ſiller. 
Pure auld Janet! weel, weel, we munna tauk 
aboot the wull of Gode; for ſhoore tes 
muckle peetee to luſe fac bonny a bairn, an ai 
ſae gude a weef, wha lood the pure; but 
we mun aw dee; ah pure ſaul! ai canna 
help greetin, and ai had woorked myne 
haunds tull the bane tull ha done her ſervice; 


I weel, wecl, dinna greet, young Meſs, ye 


canna caw the dede bauk ; Pure ſaul, her 
5 haunſom 
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haunſom bodeees ganged tull the ſaut ſea, and 

pratty Agnes Farguſon, ah, wee], weel, cn, 
dinna, dinna greee rt. 

Janer, who lay with her vacant eye fixed 
on the top of the bed, now began her 
ſong, and Roſa ruſhed to the carriage, re- 
oretting ſhe could not have one more look 
at the deſolate burn ſide, 
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. But though the fate which ſnatch'd thee from our eyes: 
4 Thy earthly ſuccour to our cauſe denies, * 

% Elected one of heaven's immortal train, ; 

« Thy foul can yet celeſtial aids obtain.“ 


Tus gloomy entrance into that place 
where the moſt indulgent of friends had be- 
fore accompanied her in ſuch. different cir- 
cumſtances, now filled the mind of. Roſa 


with a melancholy preſage of ſomething to 


come, even more dreadful than the loſs of 


him whoſe goodneſs. and indulgence had 


been her paternal protection. She followed 
Mrs. Buhanun and her family up the diſmal 


ſtairs, once meter trod by kings and 


ulurpers, 
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vſurpers, through the long and winding paſ- 
ſages, into a large ill furniſhed. room, where 
the only chearful thing ſhe faw was a WE 
„„ 

Not ſo Mrs. bnd 0 able which 
| ſtood in the middle of the room was covered 
with cards and billets; every body knew the 
lively, handſome Mrs. Buhanun ; every body 
had heard of her beautiful daughter; every 
body was delighted at the idea of ſeeing them 
at Edinburgh, and every body had. taken chis 
method of telling them ſo. 8 
e What a comfort, faid ſhe, fink FOB. 


full eye on Roſa's dejected countenance, © to | 


have ſo many charming friends in this de- 
lightful place.” Wh 

| Roſa ſighed; her heart was- Grid for. al 
the intercourſes of refined friendſhip; ; many 
friends ſhe could never boaſt ; thoſe ſhe had 


were in themſelves an hoſt, but, alas theß 


were one by one. to, be taken eternally from 
her. 85 \ FR 18 
c. No woman in Scotland,” continued the 
exulting Mrs, Buhanun, * can boaſt a more 
clear ſelection of. friends than myſelf; I 
7 9 have 


* 80 not ſuffer by being diſturbed; 
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have always been admired by every body but 
my huſband, and well received N where 
but at home. een 8 
At this moment the HA wad they had | 
_ paſſed at the water of Leith, arrived. The 
carrying the poor Major to his chamber, 
which was attended by ſome noiſe and dit- 
ficulty, rouſed Roſa from a melancholy ſtupor, 
and fer a few minutes ſuperceded the cards 
and billets in the attention of Mrs. Buhanun, 

Scarce was the dying man laid on his bed 
before the gentlemen of the faculty, who had 
feen him at Caftle Gowrand, were ſummon- 
ed. Their decifion was a confirmation of 
the Doctor's worſt prognoſtic; and when 
Mr. Frazer brought home the blooming, 
Kattie, her father was paſt all recollection. 

Roſa took her old ſtation by her friend's 

' bedſide, and there alſo, drawn by an irreſiſti- 
ble magnet, Doctor Cameron paſſed every 
hour he could ſteal from the buſineſs of his 
profeſſion. 

It was now no longer neceſſary to . a 
profound ſilence; the patient was paſt help, 


ne ver- 
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nevertheleſs, the ſacred reſpect due to ſo aw- 
ful a ſtate, the ſtill warm and glowing ſenti- 
ments of gratitude and reſpect that animated 
their hearts, prevented them from raiſing a ſyl- 
| lable above a whiſper, while his ann 
was hourly expected. 1501 

During this interval it was that Roſa bed 
to Dr. Cameron as much of the hiſtory of the 
unfortunate Mrs. Walſingham as either the or 
the Major knew; and then he informed her, 
that the body of Donald F 'erguſon had been 
found terribly bruiſed, withina mile of the ſea. 

Roſa wept, and in return for his continued 
kindneſs to old Janet, amuſed the heavy 
hours they paſſed together as well as ſhe could, 
ſometimes recurring to her former viſit to the 
palace, repeating the deſcriptive kindneſs of 
that kind being who now lay ſcarce breath- 
ing before them; at others moralizing like 
a divine on the frail ſtate of mortal man; "the 
Doctor was all ear. Hey 

She would take out ber pencil, and trace 
from memory, Lockleven, the priſon of the 
unfortunate Queen Mary, as it now ſtands, 
then reverſe it to what her fancy formed it, 


E when. : 
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when the haughty mother of Douglas expe= 
rienced the danger of expoſing the fidelity of 
her young ſon to the faſcination of e e 1 
the Doctor was all eye. 
"Then again ſhe would moralize on that 
fad ample ſtory, having read with avidity 
all the celebrated hiſtorians who had drawn 
their pens for and againſt the unfortunate 
Mary. SANT, | 

No man could be more national than 
Dr. Cameron; and to know that the annals of 
his country had engaged ſo charming, ſo 
amiable a mind, Heavens and earth! it was. 
ecſtaey. 

Mrs. Buhanun was ill admired; her 
levees were crowded; Kattie who was really 
beautiful, and now at that age, when Scotch 
ladies far leſs fortunate in a faultleſs ſet of fea- 
tures, are in general attractive, ſoon acquired 
celebrity; ſhe was called bonny Kate of 
Caſtle Gowrand ; the men all toaſted her, and 
though under their preſent domeſtic calamity, 
nobody expected them to viſit, N were 
an undred deep! in en 


Mr. 
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Merc Frazer's athletic form was ſupported 
by very good health; he had never ſuffe red 
under a fit of illneſs in his life, and one of his 
principle cares was to. preſerve himſelf in the 
happy ſituation, in reſpe& to bodily ſtrength, 
in which this hiſtory finds him;—a ſick cham- 
ber was his averſion, and a death bed his 
terror. 

If Doctor S id himſelf hs 
kindred foul” of Roſa, Mr. Frazer might, 
with equal juſtice, claim the ſame intellectual 
relationſhip with Mrs. Buhanun, ſince their 

likings and antipathies were the ſame: to 
conſole her, to amuſe the heavy moments of 

expectant widowhood, he was every morn- 
ing at her breakfaſt table, and every evening 

filled a loſing corner at e with her and 
TR 
With ſuch a kind attentive domeſtic Giend | 
for morning and evening; with the howdye 
cards of all the lords, ladies, belles, and beaux 
for the middle of the day ; and with delight- 
ful reveries for her waking hours at night; 
what time had Mrs. Buhanun to attend to 
the "__ paſſion of Doctor Cameron, or be 
| * | 
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grateful to Roſa for her undeviating care of, 
and attention to, her dying huſband? 
_ Roſa thought Doctor Cameron a mighty 
good, but a mighty-eccentric man; ſhe loved 
his virtues, and - admired his ſentiments, 
while, had her heart bꝛen leſs occupied by 
the fad object before her, ſhe would have 
often ſmiled at his manners; her confidence 
in the integrity of his mind, and her reliance 
on the friendſbip he profeſſed, increaſed 
every hour; but as to love. dear young ladies, 
amiable ſupporters of that grand fund of literary 
excellence, the Minerva-Preſs, the editor 
bluſhes, ſhe dies with confuſion, to confefs, 
thoughin her eighteenth year, her heroine had 
neither from reading nor feeling acquired ex- 
Perience enough in that divine paſſion, to ſuſ- 
pe& that the gaze, the ſigh, the conſtant at- 
tention of a man old enough to be her fa- 
ther, had a meaning. e what even his 

few. words explained. | 
The Major having, contrary to the ex- 
pectation of the faculty, ſurvived ſome weeks 
after his arrival at Edinburgh, Mrs. Buhanun 
and her friends, weary of the conſtraint de- 
d EE 
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_ cency impoſed, began to think his was one of 
thoſe lingering incurable cafes that leave a 
miſerable object on the feeling and mercy of 
their relation till the one becomes blunted, 
and the other exhauſted by the grand leveller, 
time. Doctor Cameron did not give into 
ſo convenient a concluſion, but as Mr. 
Frazer and moſt of Mrs. Buhanun's other 
friends and acquaintances did, Kattie was in- 
troduced at the public party of a lady of hig) 
rank by her handſome mother, ard from that 
hour no one day paſſed without ſimilar en- 
gagements; and though the Major's de ſpe- 
rate ſituation muſt have rendered any wo- 
man who had the honour to be his wife, whoſe 
heart was not filled with ſelf adulation, and 
whoſe apathy was not habirual, unfit for 
company; diſſipation, that effectual reſource 
_ againſt feeling, carried Mrs. Buhanun and Miſs 
Kattie not ſimply from home, but from 
themſelves; and though that tireſome man, 
Doctor Cameron, firſt remonſtrated, then 
cenſured, and at laſt quarrelled with them, 
while mamma was courted, and Miſs ad- 
mired, every where and by every body; new 

cngage- 
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engagements,” new /acquaintance; and new 
clothes ſucceeded ſo rapidly, that it is not 
poſſible to gueſs when or where they would 

have ſtopped, had not a ſervant broke in on 
a Scotch reel Mrs. Buhanun was dancing 
with her uſual ſpirits and agility, with the 
important and unexpected nenn that his 
- maſter was dead. SR 
Mr. Cameron. had chat morning moſt 5 
ſtrenuouſly recommended it to Mrs. Buhanun, 
to decline the invitation to a ball, given in 
honour of the anniverſary of a wedding day; 
as he frankly told her he was certain a very 
ort time would deprive her of vn * 
and her children of their father. 

Mrs. Buhanun would do any Sing Doctor 

Cameron adviſed, but give up her engage- 

ment at Mrs. Maxwell's ball, where Lord 
Aaron Horſemagog had engaged Kattie for 
his partner, and where his friend, a handſome 
Engliſh nobleman, had alſo engaged her; 
but to-morrow, yes, to-morrow, ſhe would. 


ſu with the Major all the long day. big 
That 
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That to-morrow, like many others preg- 


nant with all fort of good things, never 
came; the Major expired without a groan, 
after a ſtrong ſpaſm of convulſive hickup, in 
the arms of his friend Doctor Cameron. 


| ; Mr. Frazer being ſent for, arr ived uſt in | 


time to hand the mournful relic and her fair 
daughter from Lord Aaron's carriage. 
Mrs. Buhanun wept with infinite grace ; 
Mr. Frazer held a handkerchief to his eyes ; 
but neither party were ſo abſorbed in grief as 
to forget what was due to each other; the 
gentleman was all conſolation, the lady all 
acknowledgment; ſhe walked gracefully to 
an arm chair, and might poſlibly have faint- 
ed, had not Kattie been before hand with her, 
and ſunk ſenſeleſs on the floor as ſhe was 


running towards her father's apartment, where 


on her recovery, ſhe inſiſted on going, in 
ſpite of all her mother's commands, or Mr. 
Frazer's entreaties; her perſeverance per- 

haps reminded them that a viſit to the ſcene 
ol death under all the exiſting circumſtance, 


would not be quite unnatural in them; ; ſo the 


widow was led in by the friend of her de- 


ceaſed huſband. 
A he 


— 
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The * no longer occupied about 7 
"oo tha maſter,. holding volatiles to Roſa, 
who was kneeling at the feet of the bed, with 
à face as bloodleſs as the breathleſs corps; 
Emma and Jefly weeping. in the arms of 
Doctor Cameron; the Major's man, ſob- 
bing with his face hid in the curtain; and 
the deccaſed huſbaid, father, and friend, 
with all the once admired benignity of 
counter ance triumphant even in death, ex- 
hibited a ſcene too ſhocking for Mrs. 
Buhanun; ſhe gave a loud ſhriek, and 
was hurried to her own chamber by Mr. 
Frazer, aſſiſted by her maid. 
__ Katie, trembling and pale, joined the ſad 
group; ſhe contemplated the face of the beſt 
of fathers, till again fainting, ſhe was carried, 
by the Doctor s deſire, out of the room, and 
followed by Roſa, der two ſiſters, and 
kimſelf, ban 
Over ſcenes like ha ſofibilicy Sin ths 
curtain; the Major's body was carried with - 
much funeral pomp, attended by his two ex- 
ecutors, to the mauſoleum of the Buhanun 
family , ys 0 id.] Was bt ory or weep 
5 +; and 


NE 


* - 
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and N her mourning, poſitively refuſing 
to admit any perſon into her chamber but 
Kattie, her own maid, and the beſt milliner 
and mantua- makers in Edinburgh. 
As Emma and Jeſſy were included in this 
prohibition, Roſa had the leſs reaſon to feel 


return of the executorsfrom the funeral, when 
Mrs. Buhanun, in all the fable dignity which 
the moſt elegant and becoming weeds would 


witneſs the opening the will; when our heroine 
in modeſt black of her own making, en- 


beginning to hope Mrs. Buhanun was well, 
ſhe was in an inſtant ſilenced by that lady's 

| haughty frown, and confounded, when after a 
ſhort pauſe, with a ſevere and ſteady voice, 
ſhe heard herſelf addreſſed. 

« Underſtand, Miſs,” ſaid Mrs. dale 
once for all, this apartment and the next, 
are ſacred to me; I reſerve them for wy 
viſitors ; while 1 ſuffer. you to remain in a 


ſhall not introduce you to my friends, and ex- 
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herſelf hurt; but on the morning after the 


admit, deſcended to the drawing-room, to. 


tered, with the two. younger girls, and was, 


family, you are to keep to the back room; 1 


pet 


— — 
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5 pect you will not preſume to enter here with- 1 

out my particular orders.“ - 
Emma, who was ſcarcely leſs lacked than 

| Roſa; and whoſe reſpe&t for her mother 

did not ſtrengthen with her improving un- 

derſtanding, had the courage to aſk if Jeſly 
and herſelf were alſo to be confined to the 


back room. 5 
„ Till you are old enough to viſit, 


Miſs.” 
$A: 1 2 
« Well, Miſs.” 
c We did not come to > Edinburgh to 


— d 


Vit. 


Whether the tears that guſhed from the 
amiable girl, or an inward monitor moved 
Mrs. Buhanun, we know not, but moved 
ſhe was, and actually embraced her children. 

Roſa, whatever blood ſhe ſprung from, 
had as much juſt pride as the proudeſt 
Caledonian; ſhe would not ſuffer a tear to 
ſtain ber burning cheek; Mrs. Buhanun had 
no merit in the obligations ſhe owed the be- 
loved Major; the felt herſelf little inclined to 
8 and leis to love a woman who, had 
f embittered | 


* 
— 5 . 
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embittered all his domeſtic comfort, and had 
rendered one of the beſt of men miſerable 


under his own roof; ſhe courtſied with dig- b 


nity, ed was retiring, when the two girls 
followed her, each paſſing an arm round her 
waiſt. 
.- x Lord; mamma,” ſaid Kattie, who nevet 
thought of reſpect in addreſſing her mother, 
<« 1 wonder you are not aſhamed to treat 
Miſs Buhanun fo, when you know. how at- 
tentive ſhe was to my poor father.“ 

Again Mrs. Buhanun was moved; the 
requeſted Roſa would ſtill conſider herſelf as 
entruſted with the care of her daughters, and 
believe that in preſcribing rules for her ap- 
pearatice, ſhe was entirely actuated by motives 
of prudence. 

Roſa ſlightly courted, and retired to the 
back room, 4 

„Oh dear! oh dear!” cried Jeſſy, er 1 
wiſh we were all at Donald F erguſon's wee 


hoos by the burn ſide, with dear Mrs. Wal- 


lingham.” 

Thetears which wounded 3 had 3 
in the preſence of Mrs. Buhanun, now flow- 
ed from the eyes of Roſa; and the girls 
VOL, III. 2 were 


Ul 
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were too well taught to purſue a theme that 
filled their companion and friend with agony; 
they were ignorant of the calamity that de ſo- 
lated the little paradiſe at the burn fide ; but 
ſeeing every alluſion to it, and the mention of 
Mrs. Walſingham's name had the ſame effect 
on Roſa's feelings as the recollection of their 
deceaſed father, they confined their wiſhes to 
their own little confidential confabs, which 
always began and ended with, * Oh that we 
were with dear Mrs. Walſingham, at the 
burn lide,” | 


a ww 


o * ” 
i - Zap" ph IF; | 1 : 4% 
INE _,CHAP, 


CHAP. Il 


The handſome widow an bonny Kattie in thats 
glory; the beggar grows older and poorer, but 
| not wiſer ; rejetts one lover befare ſhe ts fart : 
of another, and improves very little 

from the polite example # the | 


10 Bubanun. | 


Docroxcamtron and Mr. Frazet 
vere in the mean time punctual to their ap- 
| pointment, and the former produced the 
will. On opening the envelope, all parties 
| were ſurpriſed to find a third name added to 
the guardian and executorſhip,, and: that 
third the one moſt obnoxious to the fair 
Wa Fc; Mrs. Maria Wallingham.“ TEL 

EO NE Bc | Major 
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Major Buhanun had certainly been more 
attached to that lady, more fond of her ſo- 
ciety, — more guided by her opinion, —and 
more ſatisfied with her judgment, than could 
be agreeable to a wife, who wiſhed to retain 
the firſt place in her huſband's eſteem ; but 

ol that ſort of regard which he expreſſed for 
his female friend, Mrs. Buhanun would not 
bave been jealous, had ſhe not unjuſtly at- 
tributed to her influence every ſtep taken by 
him, to leflen the expences of his r and 
matroniſe his wife. 

That the Major himſelf, diſturbed bs the 
8 6 tempeſt of the night, when the how- Þ 

g of the wind and beating of the rain every 

88 moment reminded him of the ſituation of a 

friend ſo dear, ſhould, as ſoon as day broke, 
venture his own life, to walk among broken 
and breaking branches of trees, where it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty he could keep his 

| feet, to enquire after her welfare and ſafety, is 
| by no means ſurpriſing ; and that he beheld 
the devaſtation which a few hours had 
made; that he had explored the laſt tumbling 
ruin of the houſe ; that he returned hopeleſs 


_ 
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and fick at heart may be concluded from the 
account given by the widow's ' ſon, and 


from his look, his tears, and viſible anguiſh 


as he gazed on Roſa; but whether the - 
agonizing ſenſation. ſuch- an event may be 
ſuppoſed to excite, had any effect in bringing, 
on the fatal ſtroke that terminated his 
exiſtence, it is impoſſible to ſay, nor indeed 


is it of moment to the ſtory. 


It was, as Mrs. Buhanun before raid, and 
now repeated, by the peculiar intervention. 


of providence that odious woman was taken 


out of the world at ſuch a critical period; 
ſne devoutly thanked God for the deliver- 
ance, and requeſted the Doctor would pro- 


ceed to read the will, expecting, from the 
| frame of mind the Major was in when he 


made his favourite, guardian of his children, 
to find herſelf cramped in her income, and. 
bound down to paſs her life in che comfort- 


| lefs ſtate of widowhood. 2 


But how great, and how eesdie was 
ber ſurpriſe, to find the eſtate bound to pay 


ber four hundred pounds per ann. by quarter- 


Iy: payments, during life, unfettered by any 
'D 3 te CON= 
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conditions, together with Caſtle Gowranc 


and a certain proportion of land about it, till 
her youngeſt. daughter came of age, when 
another hundred pounds per ann. was to be 
- paid her in lieu of it, in caſe either of his 
daughters or their future huſbands ſhould chuſe 


to agree with the others to reſide there; this 


additional hundred however to depend on her 


not marrying; all right to more than the four 
hundred per ann. to ceaſe on her entering inta 
a ſecond marriage; for the ſupport and edu- 
cation of his daughters he allotted ſeventy 
pounds per ann. each; the accumulations of his 
eſtate,” which from the encreaſed value of 
nds, and his ownimprovements, he had raiſed 
from fix to nine hundred pounds yearly rents, 


he left to be equally divided between his co- 


hei reſſes, at the diſcretion of his executors. 
Theſe, with legacies to his ſervants, and a 
few particular TR vere his whole be- 
ee 

In this will, which was 8 before 


| Ref: was known to the family, her name 


could not be mentioned, but in his tablets, 
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to hich the executors had put their join 
ſeals on their firſt arrival at Caſtle en | 


were written. 


« If I ſhould die before I add a codicil to 
my will, I requeſt Doctor Cameron and Mr. 
Frazer will conſider this as a part of it: 
Pay to Miſs Roſa Buhanun five hundred 
pounds, within fix months after my de- 
ceaſe, and at her leaving my family, which 
J hope and truſt will not ſoon happen, two 
hundred pounds more, over and above what 

ſhe may be entitled to, from the aſſets of my 
late eg Wallace Buhanun. — 

A. BUHANUN..” 


__ « *Tis amazing,“ ſaid: Mrs. Buhanun, 
frowning, © to what exceſs. the poor Major 
carried his fooliſh fondneſs. for that girl; 
ſurely Colonel Buhanun $ *. is n 
lulicient. | | | | 
'D 4 1 « Have 
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06. Have any of the Colonel's aſſets come 


to hand ?” demanded Mr. Frazer. 

Not that Mrs. Buhanun knew. 

Doctor Cameron was not ſurpriſed at the 
Colonel's partiality for Miſs Roſa; he 


thought it was impoſſible to know, and not 


be partial to her; ſhe was in mind and Ner- 


; ton ſo equally amiable. 


Mr. Frazer thought her a pretty enough 


gi and Mrs. Buhanun put up her lip. 


The Major's death was a very ſerious con- 
cernin Edinburgh; the very theatre, concert, 
and balls felt it; not a hundredth. couſin 
could poſſibly appear in public till a decent 


time had elapſed. The Buhanuns, as has 


been. before obſeryed, had married and inter- 
married 1 into all the firſt families in Scotland, 


and the mourning was- among the ſuperior 
ſort almoſt general. 


01 


Ar Holy-Rood-Houſe the Min, 


matter of tuch importance, that even after 
the firſt habiliments were compleat Mrs. 
Buhanun and Miſs Kattie were too much en- 


gaged. to fee any body, bur thoſe concerned 1 in 
2 x] — dy * 74 P their 


- . 


5 


diſplayed in all the ee to his 
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| their Arete for a full fortnight Wh the | E 
funeral. 1 G 


In the mean while Rofa, whoſe taſte was 


elegant ſimplicity, and who had been in the 


habit not only of making, but inventing her 


i own dreſſes, had compleatly and moſt be- 
. comingly equipt her young friends and her- 
ſelf, and returned with them-to the taſk which 
| friendſhip and gratitude equally impoſed. 


But with every attention to the improve- 
ing talents and underſtanding; of the amiable 
children of her lamented friend, there ſtill were 
hours that hung heavy on her mind; ſhe had 
a foreboding that thoſe dear girls, the ſerene 
delights of Caſtle Gowrand, and every tie 
that bound her to the family would foon, like 
the charming cottage on the burn ſide, be loft. 
to every thing but memory. l 
Caſtle Gowrand ſtands at the baſe of the 


Highlands, in the fineſt vale in Scotland, of 


which indeed it is called the granary. The 
Major was not more remarkable for exact 


| honour in bis dealings with mank ind, 


than for a neat and elegant taſte, which was 


9 #397 8  eſtabliſhs 


2 


= THE BEGGAR OIRL. 


eſtabliſnment; and every hedge row on the 


lands of Caſtle Gowrand * the care of an 
attentive owner. 
The view, from every aſpect of hor 3 vener- 


able building, was enehanting; the ſun, as it 


ſe in majeſtic ſplendor from behind a riſe on 


the eſtate, covered with luxuriant cornfields, 


ornamented with cluſters of tall firs, and 
ſet in che boſom of the ocean, which, at the 


diſtance of twelve miles, was viſible to the 


naked eye from the gothic window of the 
apartment Roſa uſually occupied, had bren 
an obje ct of her conſtant admiration. 

lato the gloomy apartment where ſhe was 
now condemned to breathe, to meditate, and 
to weep, the rays of that. bleſſed orb never 


entered. Of two oppoſite heavy windows. 


one looked to the quadrangle court, the 
other againſt the Calton hill; an old blind, 


Which ſhe was forbid to move, though. 


it did not prevent her contemplating the 
long graſs that grew between the ſtones, 
which in former times were worn bare 


by crowds, of ſervile courtiers, entirely 


precluded a poſſibility of being ſeen herſelf, 
and the almoſt an Recp of the 
hill 


. 


once excited emulation and rewarded vir 
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hill on the other de, was the only part of- 
the Calton where the buman en divine could 
not be ſeen. e . 
The Miſs Buhanuns, out of patience at a: 
confinement ſa new and tireſome, would ſome- 
times, in ſpite of all her entreaties, get among. 
the ſervants for amuſement; her authority, 
uaſupported by their parent, weakened, and. 
| ſhe had full leiſure to reflect and to grieve, as 
with an aching heart ſhe retraced the delight- 
ful mornings at Caſtle Gowrand, and the en- 
chanting evenings at the burn ſide; ah! 
what a contraſt; the manly ſenſe, and as. . 
manly. urbanity of the worthy Major; the 
ſtrong, yet feminine mind, the grace, the 
accompliſhments of the elegant. Mrs. Wal 
ſingham ;. the friendſhip, the affection, the 
gratifying commendations of both, which at 


tue, —alas !-where now were they? 
The worm- eaten furniture, grote ſque 
: tapeſtry. figures, the gilded canopies, tat- 
tered reliques of miſerable royalty, and old. 
pictures, diſpoſed without taſte or judgment, 
"0 aided the melancholy retroſpect, the 
: D 6. Was 


: 
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. Was, was oh bleſſed, 


met her eye in every a .of Aber 
times; what indeed to her were the happy 
ſcenes of only two months baek, but a tale of 
other times, never, never to be renewed. 

Regret and recollections like theſe, which 
Fhled all her wak ing and ſleeping thoughts, ſoon 
deprived her fair face of the fine bloom which 
the clear air of Caſtle Gowrand had given it. 


She is too pale to be a beauty,“ ſaid Miss 


Muſhroom, on a former occaſion; had that 
lady ſęen her before Major Buhanun's illneſs, 
the; would perhaps have denied her claim to 
beauty. from a contrary; cauſe ;, but grief and 
confinement affected her health as. well as 
her mind ; ſhe was a] ways. ſubject to faintings, 
which weakneſs now encreaſed : Doctor 
Cameron beheld with equal concern and ſur- 
priſe! an alteration ſo marked and alarming, 
Compaſſion they ſay, is the bond of ſocial inp 
tercourſe ; but Mrs. Buhanun had not time 
to make the experiment ; ſhe was told by 


Kattie Miſs Roſa was ill, and ſhe. directed her 
houſe- -keeper to let her have any thing ſhe 
wanted; a great exertion it muſt be alowed 


for 
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for a fine lady, whoſe engage ments were 
öifinitely too numerous for time. 
| Roſa at length reſolved to make Doctor 
Cameron the confident of her diſtreſs and 
ill health ; ſhe pleaded moſt eloquently the 
cauſe of virtue and. propriety ; lamented ir 
would not, under the preſent arrangement of 


Mrs. Buhanun's family, be in her power to 


enforce- the tenets of either, by precept or 
example to the young ladies ſtill conſidered 
to be under her care, and implored the 
Doctor to obtain Mrs. Buhanun's conſent for 
them to paſs the approaching ſummer, at 
Caſtle Gowrand. | 

Doctor Cameron made no anſwer; : did 
twice eſſay to ſpeak ; he breatheds ſhorts. 
his lip quivered ;; but finding his meaning 
too big for utterance, he went home, 
wrote twenty ſheets of paper, burned them 
all, returned next day to Holy-Rood- 
Houſe, juſt touched the knocker of Mrs, 
Buhanun's door, but his heart failing, made a 
precipitate retreat, ſhut, himſelf up, and after 
four days hard labour, ſent our heroine. a 
tender of his heart and hand. 
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During this interval the ſituation of our 
heroine was a little WY as we one 


for the better. 


Emma, it being Saen was dreſſed in 


her beſt black, her fine auburn hair moſt 


taſtefully diſpoſed, and the tout enſemble of 


her dreſs and. — not —_— ens but. 


elegant. Ex 
She had, as uſual, been viſiing her friends. 


in the ſervant's hall, when her mother hap- 


pening to meet her, was ftruck dumb with ad- 
miration, and finding Roſa had been the ſole 
artiſt and inventor of the very pretty robe that 
ſo charmingly diſplayed the ſymmetry of her 
caughter's make, ſent for her, and with an. 


air of k indneſs and civility, requeſted the fa. 


vour of her to give her maid directions to 

alter a robe of her own, and one Fw 40d 

_— lice Emma's. 31 3 
- Roſa's. natural pennen was 9200 


| and conciliating, the ſervant carried the robes 
to her apartment, but having, as-ſhe ſaid, a 


thouſand things to do, and no time to do it i in, 


Roſa dimiſſed her, and compleated che alteration 


herſelf ſo ſoon, and ſo much to the ſatisfaQtion 
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of Mrs. Buhanun, that ſhe was immediately | 
promoted to the office of eap, hat, cloak, and 
robe maker to the handſome - widow and her 
fair daughter, who ſo fully employed her, 
that ſhe had no time to grieve or maditate, 
and the young ladies made their viſits to the- 


-ſervants' hall as long and as requent. as * 


n 7 | 

The entire . of 1 in Mrs. Bu- 
hanun which now often added the “ dear” to 
« Miſs Roſa,” rendered her firſt taſks eaſy. 
enough; but when ſhe found that one new and: 
becoming thing begat a taſte for more, and that 
every moment of her time would not compleat 
all the changes, whim and caprice choſe to in- 


vent, her heart again failed, and her pale 


cheek told a tale of in ward debility Mrs. 


Buhanun could not, or would not underſtand. 


Doctor Cameron's letter might have flat- 


tered her vanity, had ſuch a ſenſation been 


the inmate of her mind, but it now ſerved as 
an accumulation of diſtreſs, which the A. 
was at the lreight. before... "Fu 

It ſeemed as if thoſe few beings with . 
ik heart connected itſelf, who were not for- 


ever torn from her by death, muſt be loſt to 


pry 


her 
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her by ſome other means. Mrs. Harley had 
Indeed punctually anſwered her letters, but 
the correſpondence of youth and age is in 
general tinctured too much by wiſdom on 
one ſide, and reſpect on the other, to retain 
that open confidence which alone can render 
the intercourſe of letters deſirable between 
people who are long ſeparated; and it was 
now near a en ſince ſhe had heard from 
her. 55 
But Elinor Crock; aikles had bind! conſtant 
and frequent in her correſpondence, and who 
profeſſed unabated regard and everlaſting 
friendſhip, had on a ſudden. lefe off writing ;. 
Roſa had Vor had a line from her during the 
laſt ſix months, and her regret was accom- 
panied with the moſt anxious ſolicitude for 
the welfare of the friend of her early youth, 
the loſs of whoſe correſpondence would have 
been ofſtill more importance to her peace, had 
it not been followed by ſuch a ſucceſſion of me- 
lancholy events. Thus deprived of every 
other friend, her heart had reſted on Doctor 
Cameron as her laſt hope, and he had now. 
deprived her of himſelf, nor was this all. 


1 
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Her purſe, which was very well ſupplied 
3 ſhe left England, had gradually decreaſed 
to a very low ebb; ſhe was, like other well 
diſpoſed young people, very liberak The 
Major had bid her apply to him when ſhe 
wanted money, and had twice forced her to 
accept a ten pound note ; but he was not 
acquainted with the. various drains on the 
purſe of an open heart there are in a large 
family of ſervants, and knew no other me- 
thod by which ſhe could get rid of her 
_ money. 

But excluſive of liberality to PN and: 
little acts of benevolence, as they happened 
to fall in her way, Roſa was the actual credi- 
tor of the Mayor's whole family. 

Mrs. Buhanun was much too fine a lady 
to regulate expenditures by receipts, and 
was of courſe often at a loſs for ways and 

means; ſhe was fond of cards, without being 
compleat miſtreſs of any game, and in con- 
ſequence a general loſer; and though ſhe: 
ſeldom had condeſcended to honor Roſa with 
any other mark of confidence, never ſcrupled 
ſending her maid to borrow a guinea or two 
1 
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when ſhe wanted money, nor ever thought „ 
paying when ſhe did not. | 
| Kattie, wild, good natured, and cable, 

W how to coax Whatever ſhe wanted 
from Roſa ; and little expenditures for her 
on girls, as ſhe called Emma and Jefly, 
whichthe Major had bid her carry to account, 
ſhe could not prevail on herſelf to give in 
to the executors; in ſhort, there is no con- 
_ cealing the misfortune when or wherever it 


© happens; poverty, with all its ugly conco- 


mitants, was beginning to 8 our heroine 
tence: 0: ©: 
Thheſe evils the Doctor s oſs! dc re- 
WR but however tranſient all other good 
things appeared, ſhe had not ceaſed to value 
her own integrity; Doctor Cameron was a 
man, whom, as a friend, her heart eſteemed, 
but againſt whom, as a huſband, it revolted ; 
the anfwered his letter with a delicate frank - 
neſs, ſo delicate that even her rejection en- 
creaſed his affection and encouraged his 
hope; he wrote again; was more explicitly 
refuſed ; and ſenſible that to ceaſe loving, it 
: TO 


* 
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was abſdlutely neceſſary he would ceaſe to 
ſee her, declined his viſits, 
The Major was now as little thought 
of by Mrs. Buhanun as if he had died at 
Nootka Sound ſeven years back. 
Kattie's beauty brought every male of rank 
that either lived at, or viſited Edinburgh, to 
Holy-Rood- Houſe ; 128 Ne the men 
are, women will alſo be. ; . 
Mrs. Buhanun's ee Wi at home ont 
abroad, were the moſt brilliant, crowded, fre- 
quent, and faſhionable in Scotland ; ſhe had 
already caſt her eye round the heirs of the 
noble families, to all of whom the had free 
acces, for one worthy to lay his title and for- 
tune at the feet of her beautiful Kattie, and 
out of about a dozen ſprigs of quality, the 
only preſent difficulty ſeemed to be on which. 
to fix, In a dilemma” fo delicate, who ſo 
proper to conſult as her ho ane friends 
Mr. Frazer. 
This gentleman, elated at his colnſehiithes 
his execatorſhip gave him with ſo fine and 
faſhionable a woman as Mrs. Buhanun, and 
praud to be guardian to fo beautiful a girl as 
| her 
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her daughter, had lately deliberated on a very. 
important point in his own mind; the ſerious 
queſtion with him, at the moment the fair 
widow as ſeriouſly aſked him, which of three 
Marquiſſes, three Earls, and four Barons, he 
would adviſe her to think on for Kattie, was 
the old parody. of, To. many; or not to 
marry.” | 
Mr. Frazer was a batchelor of * 
ſtanding in the world; and notwithſtanding 
his exceſſi ve gentility, muſt have found high 
living and good company rather inconve- 
nient, had it not been for the honeſt hoards 
of his father. He hiked not his profeſſion, 
and truth to ſay, his profeſſion. liked not 
him; very few of its emoluments paſſed 
through his hands, becauſe fewer ſtill were 
' ſubmitted to his judgment; he however 
did all he could towards being a great 
man, and if he did not lyccors, it was not 
his fault. . 
Having little bufineſs, and much leifore, 
55 was a patron of ſcience, a paſſionate ad- 


miter of muſic, a diſciple of the muſes, a 
| | ſubſcriber, 


- 
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ſabſeriber to the concert, a renter of the 
theatre, a frequenter of the aſſemblies, and 
every thing that money, without family or 
real fortune, could be. 

Mrs. Buhanun was ſtill A "TH woman, her 
income handſome, her children provided for; 


and above all, ſhe was careſſed and admired 


by that deſcription. of people with whom it 
was his ambition to be well; the only in- 
cumbrance about her was the pretty enough 
girl whom he had not ſeen, or given himſelf 
the trouble to enquire after ſince the Major's 


death; but there was a way he could find to 
get rid of her; and ſo as he had little fortune 


and leſs intereſt, and as Mrs. Buhanun had, 
comparatively, a great ſhare of both, he de- 
termined on offering her his hand, when an 
opportunity, which he had foreſight enough 
to expect, ſhould, by putting it in his power 
to render her ſome en ſervice, ſmooth 
the way. aa 1 i haz 
Vanity could not be more laxdiianchy: fed; 


the widow. Buhanun was every thing to every | 
e did ſhe fail to appear at the George's 


0 ſquare, 


l 

q 
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ſquare, or New Town aſſembly, her abſence 
was the theme of converſation and regret for 
the evening. All the faſhionable people at 
Edinburgh ſubſcribe to a concert; but it is a 
general obſervation, though the rules are ex- 
tremely ſtrict to admit none but ſubſcribers, 
very few of them have time to go to it them- 
ſelves; ſo that Urbani, unqueſtionably the 
firſt warbler of their own harmonious ſtrains 
in the world, and an excellent band, play and 
fing, with all che advantage of a lofty ceiling 
and an empty room; but the preſence of the 
charming widow and her fair daughter could 
even make the concerts faſnionable; and the 
balcony box at the theatre, on Saturday 
nights, when right or wrong the learned and 
ſcientific people of Edinburgh will crowd to 
the play in defiance of the worſt entertainment 
of the week, was the gazing point of all ranks 
when Mrs. Buhanun and bonny Kate of Caſtle 
Gowrand were in it. If a private ball was 
given, the firſt thing thought of by the gentle- 
men, was to engage Kattie Buhanun, who, 
as well as being very beautiſul, out danced 
| ee 3 | every 
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every body; in ſhorr, as Mrs. Buhanun and 
her daughter could not exiſt without conſtant 


parties, ſo it appeared no party could exiſt 


without them; and thus paſſed the ſeaſon at 
Edinburgh, till the races, which cloſes the 
world there for the year, were faſt _ 
proaching. 

The Major's death had been re an- 
nounced in the Caledonian Mercury, the 


Edinburgh Courant, the Herald; this, Mrs. 


Buhanun had long flattered herſelf, was the only 
piece of information wanting to bring crowds 
of adorers to her feet; yet her ſables had 
been thrice changed, and no mortal choſe to 
die, nor, what was more, to live for her; 
neither were thoſe ſame young lords whom 
| the had the goodneſs to ſelect for the choice 

of her daughter, leſs men in their move- 
ment. | 


Mrs. Buhanun could not be more per- 


fectly convinced that her bonny Kattie was 


irreſiſtible than by this time the young 


lady was herſelf; perſuaded of the advan- 
tage 
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tages ſhe had herſelf loſt, by giving her hand 
to the Major before ſhe had been properly 
ſhewn to the world, a misfortune ſhe never 
ceaſed to lament, no wonder vanity, 2 weed 
as prolific as obnoxious, ſhould have already 
overgrown every avenue to the heart of a 
beautiful girl, under the tuition of ſuch a 
mother. | 
Their mutval taſte for heb, expence, and 
pleaſure, which was pretty remarkable, could 
not be gratified but by a ſplendid marriage. 
Mamma was perpetually enjoining Miſs not 
to liſten to profeſſions of love from any thing 
under a lord, and a rich lord ; which, as theſe 
commands perfectly accorded with her 
own wiſhes, ſhe ang promiſed to 
og» of Fane Jinks] 

But, as we before ſaid, no lord talked of 
- marriage, though every creature, high and 
low, ſaid and Snakes bonny Kattie of Caſtle 
Gowrand a perfect beauty. This appeared 
to the widow odd enough, and ſhe nen to 
think gan changing the ſcene, ga | 


* 
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The ſweets of Caſtle Gowrand were waſt- 
ing in the deſert air; the looker and his wife 
were growing rich in the produce of a gar- 

den that had been the Major's pride and 

delight; there, a fulneſs of every bleſſing 
awaited her; but there were no lords, no 
dreſs, no ſhew, and very few balls, that 
is to ſay, very few in compariſon of 
Edinburgh. 


True, the had invitations all over Scot- 
land; but ſhe was anxious her Kattie ſhould 
be ſeen at an Engliſh watering place: 
ſo, as no creature, who is any body, can 
ſtay in Edinburgh after the races, ſhe 
ſettled the matter, as far as in her own 
mind it could be ſettled, that is, ſhe had her 
own approbation of the tempting ſcheme: 
there was however one impediment, which, 
though beneath the conſideration of a hand- 
ſome widow, ſometimes overturns the moſt 
brilliant and beſt concerted 1185 | 


# 
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The executors finding, though the 
Major's Weſt India ſavings had gradually 
 Yecreaſed, there remained a ſmall overplus 
after paying all demands on his aſſets, ad- 

vanced Mrs. Buhanun one whole year s in- 
come to begin the world. 
Four hundred pounds was a ſam ſo ſupe- 
rior to any ſhe had before poſſeſſed at one 
time, that counting on its magnitude by a 
comparative recollection ofthe one five and ten 
pound notes ſhe uſed to get from her huſband 
for her private purſe, ſhe ſer herſelf down as 
a rich woman, and ſo managed, that it had 
flid through her fingers in _h an odd un- 
accountable manner, that conſidering the 
large demands of her tradeſmen, ſhe gravely 
proteſted her belief it had vanithed 5655 en- 
chantment. 

Mrs. Buhanun's * n LY Roſa had 
encreaſed with ſuch rapidity ſince ſhe be- 
came her mantua-maker, milliner, and tire 
| woman, that ſhe had not only borrowed the 
poor remains of her purſe, but actually ſome- 
times condeſcended to aſk her advice. 


The 
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The faſhions at Edinburgh are full four 
hundred miles behind London, except a 
Campbel, an Abercorn, or a Gordon happen 

to ſhe w themſelves: for the benefit of bad 

imitators. | 

Roſa, like thoſe lovely women, Aud an 
| inborn grace, a taite, a manner, always new 
and always pleaſing; and Mrs. Buhanun 
ſhining with borrowed, or rather ſtolen luſtre, 
being now known not to employ any milliner, 
had the credit of 1 RY as well as leading. 
faſhions. 

But notwithſtanding this fair widow's good 
humour, the fituation of our heroine was far 
from being enviable; ſhe had, by her natural de 
ire to oblige, got involved in difficulties from 
which it was impoſſible to extricate herſelf. | 
Mrs. Buhanun's inſatiable vanity encreaſed by 
being fed; the moſt attractive and elegant at- 
tire could not be put on a ſecond time wich- 
out alterations; and chis tedious diſpoſal of 
time was no leſs injurious to the health than the 
mind of the young artiſt. Sometimes, when 
Mrs. Buhanun dined out, ſhe would ſteal to 
the Calton, and having gained the flat on :he 
Faces: ET ſum⸗- 
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ſummit, where ſeldom any other being paſſed 
the lone hour ; there, in the calm contem- 
plation of the beautiful objects, once ſo kind- 
ly pointed to her obſervation by the friend 
who yet lived in her memory, her mind roſe 
above its ſorrow. Tes,“ ſhe would fay, 
« though among the ties that cement ſocial. 
intercourſe, the forlorn Roſa is a wretched 
unique, here, under the immediate eye of 
Him who created this grand aſſemblage of 
majeſtic, ſublime, and beautiful, I feel, I, 
even I, am a part of his wonders; and though 
this luxuriant landſcape; yon cloud-cap'd 
Highlands; that white ſail, filling up the Firth 
of Forth; nor the boundleſs ocean, bearing 
on its curling boſom the fate and fortune of 
the buſy multitude, has ought for poor Roſa, 
he whoſeall-ſeeingeye penetrated the wretch- 
ed hovel where my infant miſeries were ſhel- 
tered, will not now forſake me: I inhale the 


clear air,. I tread'on the green ſward, na- 


ture's moſt delicious carpet, I hail the glory 

of the opening ſpring, — and 1 feel the God 

of wonder and of mercy in my foul.” 
From 
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a theſe walks, her cheeks glowing 
with the emanation of true devotion, ſhe re- 
turned, if not happy, at leaſt "compoſed, 
to a home from whence ſentiments and ſenſe 
congenial to her own were baniſhed, and 
where Mrs. Buhanun had deprived her of 
the power to give that relief to the ſad heart 
which always gladdened her own. | 

Too delicate to open her aching mind to 
the children of her whom her ſorrows mult 
criminate ; abandoned by Miſs Croak, and 
ſelf-deprived of the friendſhip of Doctor 
Cameron; but for the rambles to the ſum- 
mit of the romantic Calton, what would have 
become of our poor Beggar. 
If the left the Buhanuns by her own choice, 
and the widow was now too ſenſible of her 
value to let it be with her's, where could ſhe 
go? to whom apply? She had not means to 
take her from Scotland, and the clothes ſhe 
brought from the ſouth had, like her purſe, . 
been ſo convenient to Mrs. and Miſs Buhanun 
that one was of as little worth as the other ; 
and often would ſhe repeat: 


E.3 1 
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I fee nothing to which I can lay claim, 
except a grave, when the weight of my w_ 
fortunes ſhall bring me there.” 
So entirely indeed was her mind ſubdued 


to her ſituation, that the concerns of life, as 


far as they reſpected herſelf, were totally in- 
different. She became filent and dejected ; 
reſerved in her manners, languid in conver- 
fation, careleſs in dreſs; and indeed looked 
altogether more Ike the ſhade than the ſub- 
ſtance of the late blooming and beautiful 
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A diſcuſſion on ways and means; a widows policy 
4 han; a congugſt; a new way of making love 5 
and a diſcover. 


of 


Mas. BUHANUN was both too inſen- 
ſible and too volatile, to be very clear ſighted 
in the cauſes or effects of troubles that did not 
immediately relate to herſelf; ſhe however 
thought proper to make Roſa the confidant 
of a few vexations, which about this time 
rather rulfled the ſweetneſs of her own temper. 
The four hundred pounds per annum, which 
had drawn a tear of gratitude from an heart of 
adamant, and was at firſt conſidered as ſo gene- 
rous and liberal a proviſion, had been now ſo 
long can vaſſed, not as what it was, but what it 
might have been, that it had diminiſhed to a 
. an 


* 


ances, and concl 
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or pitiful allowance for a woman of her 


ſpirit, and happening now to be, as many fine 


ladies often are, at their wit's end for 
money, ſhe ſent for Roſa to comfort and ad- 
viſe her. 


* Never,” cried the handſome widow, 


„ never, my dear Roſa, was a woman fo ſa— 
erificed and ſo uſed; after marrying in the 


bloom of youth and beauty, when I might_ 


have commanded any thing, a may old 
enough to be my great-grandfather, to he left 
with an allowance hardly enough to buy pins.“ 


Roſa, who had been uſed to theſe ſort of 


exclamations, and dear Roſa, when Mrs. 


Buhanun wanted to borrow of her, mildly 
anſwered ſhe had nor a guinea left. 8 
That, Mrs. Buhanun told her, ſhe knew 
well enough; but proceeded nevertheleſs to 
ſtate her injuries, her troubles and diſtreſs, 
complaining and aſking advice 1 in the ſame 
breath. i Ef, | 
- Roſa liſtened to one, but could not afford 
the other. | OM 
The widow went on a long ring of grie v- 
"ded by declaring ſhe was 
ng, _ 


1 
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1 undone, if ſhe could not raiſe three or flour 
hundred pounds. N 

Roſa was ſilent 115 toniſhed. 

No Doctor Cameron would do any thing 
her dear Roſa aſked, and if ſhe would only 
| borrow of him, 1 in her oon name, or aſk him 
to advance it for her. 

Roſa coloured, Borrow ! aſk a pecuniary 
obligation of Doctor Cameron, n Ag 
She calmly declined to do either. = 

Mrs, Buhanun was outrageous. 

Roſa aſſured her, if ſhe poſſeſſed that, or 4 
much larger fum, it would be entirely at her 
orders; but ſhe would not incur obligation 
without ability to pay. 
| Did the proud over- bearing heart of Mrs. 

Buhanun feel reproof from the juſt ſentiment 
of the unaſſuming Roſa? or was it diſap- 
pointment that ſo deeply tinged her cheek?“ 
Mot incur obligation without abi to pay? 

but I have ability.” 

« You are happy, and it is therefore for 
you, not me, to be obliged.” e 

Mrs. Buharun muſed; Berber . gay 
ee e in her head and heart. if Roje 

5 an bad 
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bad that, or twice the ſum; a thought ſtruck 
her, Roſa had, that is, ſhe might have twice 
the ſum whenever ſhe pleaſed to de mand it. 

e Step, my dear Roſa, to my ſecretary, 
bring me the bundle of en nan will find 
in the firſt drawer.” 

Roſa did as fhe was Sire dei, and was 
truck dumb with ſorrow and ſurpriſe, 
when Mrs. Buhanun produced bills to the 
amount of ſix hundred pounds, which would 
ruin her paſt redemption, if not paid before 
the left town, and prevent Kattie from mar- 
rying a man of rank and. faſhion. 

Roſa's viſible ſurpriſe did not ſtop the widow's 
volubility ;. ſhe went on to demonſtrate that 
both her own ruin and her daughter's marriage 
depended on her railing at leaſt the major 
part of fix. hundred pound. 
Roſa could not cagtute. arguments on * 
ſubject fo new. 
. 1-8, Llincerely hope,” ſaid ſhe, « 5 your fear 

magnifies the danger, and that Miſs * 8• 

advancement may take place. 
% May, repeated Mrs. Buhanun, « may, . 
. Miſs! it 0d. But ſoftening her voice, 

7G Dear Roſa, whatcan. Ido in the meantime ?”” 
Roſa. 
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Roſa, who even during theſe confidential 
_ converſations, was employed, laid down her 
work, and raifing her expreſſive eyes, gliſ- 
tening through her tears, Ah Mrs. 
Buhanun!“ ſaid ſhe, © why aſk advice of 
one ſo little qualified to give it? have you no 
inward monitor to ſpeak to your heart? look 
back on the ſcenes that have reduced you to 
fo mortifying a dilemma ; look {till farther 


back, to that beautiful retreat where prudence 


invites, and peace awaits you; where ycur 
charming girls may attain that perfection 
which will enoble them; where their re- 
ſpected father delighted to ſee them; 
where the gravity of the matron,” and fond- 


neſs of the mother may be conſolidated 


” 


where— 


e Fine ſtuff legs 2 interrupted the 


1X 


handfom.e widow ; * yes, yes, I ſee your 


drift; you would return to your burn ſide z 
you would Jive at my expence, while you 
temble leſt I ſhould aſk the loan of the ſum 
left you by my tooltth huſband; but ſatisfy 
yourſelf, Mils; I ſhall do without cither 
that or taking you to Caſtle Gow nd. 
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The train of ideas which the mention of the 


burn ſide conjured up, flaſhed like lightning 
on all Roſa's tender recollections, when again 
another flaſh taught her to underſtand and to- 


deſpiſe the proud reproacher. 
The Major's memorandum, Mr. Frazer 


contended, when he ſpoke in private on the 


_ tabject to Doctor Cameron, any more than 
Colonel Buhanun's bequeſt, were not bind- 


ing on their ſucceſſors ;. the latter being ad- 

dreſſed to his uncle, as heir at law, and 
" he dying before any aſſets ad come to 
hand, or even legal proof arrived of the 
Colonel's actual death, had no claim on the 
next heirs; and the former, dated ten months. 
before the Major's death, after which time 
he was in ſound health, and diſpoſing me- 


mory, and might have made à freſh will, or 


put a codicil to the preſent one, was of ſuch a 


3 


queſtionable nature, that he, as an executor, 
ſhould not. think himſelf 1 8 in? paying ; 


nc: 
Doctor ehem eron PEI Pape to no Kill in 


=" glorious uncertainty of the law, but an- 


| Gvexed a ſpeech winch. colt Mr. Frazer much. 


time 


* 
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: frme, both to ſrame and deliver, | in as few 
words, as a reſolution to pay the legacy at 
his Own rick could be put into, and as the 
utmoſt ſtretch of the la could not object to 


that, there the matter for that time ended. 
Doctor Cameron's hope, that Roſa would, 


by accepting his hand, place herſelf above 
the want of five hundred pounds, prevented 


his menticning the Mayor's bequeſt; when he 
was in habits of ſecing her; and fince hope 
expired, his health and ſpirits had been ſo muchi 


and ſo equally affected, he reſolved to let ic 


ſtand over till the expiration of the year, 
when he predetermined to: have it paid to her 


by Mr. F razer, without a hint of the doubt 


of its legality: 

Mr. Frazer had not ſeen Roſa once ſince 
the Major's death; and Mrs. Buhanun, had 
ſhe not been cautioned by him, would have 


been the laſt perſorr to inform her the was in 


any degree independant of her favour. 
But inexperieneedas Roſa was in all pecuniary 
matters, ſhe could pot now help underſtanding 
that her beloved friend had given her a laſt 
proof of his affection. It was a fubject on 
| which. 
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which ſhe had never thought, though certain- 
ly, as he knew ſo exactly her ſituation, which 
he had in a great meaſure concealed from his 
wife, the expectation, that he would take: 
ſome care of her, was natural; Roſa's igno- 
8 rance of the world, and that only, could pre- 
elude ſuch expectation. A flood of grateful 
tears guſhed from her downcaſt eyes; ſhe 
was in an inſtant at Caſtle Gowrand, 
hanging on the Major's arm, looking down 
the precipice on the paradiſe of ſweets, and 
hearing © truth come mended from his 
tongue. WS ++ IE] : 
Ny, Mic repeated Mrs. Buhanun, 
\rifing with the dignity of a tragedy queen, 
2 no, I ſhall not condeſcend to be refulcd 
by you.” | TI 

At this propitious moment it was that a 
letter, ſcaled with a barbed heart, and ſigned 
A. Frazer, . was put into the white hand 
ef the charming widow Buhanun. 

With the contents of this letter the reader 
bis been fully acquainted, an as it opened to 
the wide w's hope a remedy for the eviis that 
"ow aſſai. ed 1 and held out a poll bility of 
; : „ 


r 1 . 
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compaſſing the Scarborough ſcheme, her heart 


palpitated, her chee ks fluſhed, and the ordered 


Roſa to lay by the bills. 
It was not that ſuch a groveling fea 2 8 


for a moment enter Mrs. Buhanun's head, as 


that of accepting the hand of Mr. Frazer, 
the ſon of her huſband's looker, who how- | 
ever, poor.man, was, ſhe confeſſed, more to 

be pitied for the misfortune of loving, than 
deſpiſed for the preſumption of addieſſing 
her; ſince his being over head and ears 
in love, was the natural conſequence. of the 
familiar footing he was on in her houſe: but 


| ſhe had a great opinion of her own manage- 


ment, and a ſtill greater one of her charms; 


and between one and the other, it would be 


hard indeed if ſhe could not perſuade an 
executor, ſo perfectly under the influence of 
both, to advance her a few hundreds. 

This indeed was an hour of triumph every 


way; for the honourable Mr. Angus, a 


handſome, accompliſhed young man, in 
poſſeſſion of a large and clear eſtate, of the 
beſt blood in Scotland, and heir to a duke- 
Mud had that wee requeſted Doctor 
30 4 Cameron 
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Cameron would do him the honour of an 
introduction to Mrs. mo and her Ken : 


daughter. 


Although in Doctor Se opinion 


an the beauty of blooming nature was con- 


centered im one face, a face on which he for- 
bad himſelf to look, he could not help allow- 
ing Kattie Buhanun was a very fine girl; 


but admired as ſhe was, he had by no means 
adopted her mother” s ſanguine hopes, nor ap- 
proved of che methods ſhe took to accom- 
pliſh them; he was nevertheleſs ſo intereſted 
in the welfare of the daughter of his deceaſed 
friend, that his honeſt heart glowed with 
pleaſure; he acknowledged the high honor 


Mr. Angus intended the ladies, and haſtening 


to appriſe them of it, did not in his zeal 


wait to be announced, but entered fans. 


eeremonie. : 7 
The Doctor had been fo aſs: to ſee 


Rofa in any of the frting rooms, and he had 


indeed lately been fo unuſed to ſre her at all, 
that his aſtoniſhment was not more evident 
than his concern at the alteration he ſaw in 


her looks. 5 


The 
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The Honourable Mr. Angus and his 


Dukedom were obliged to give place to feel- 


ings of a nicer texture; Mrs. Buhanun and 


her daughter, with all their concerns, were 


totally abſorbed in the dearer intereſt he ſelt. 


for the health of the woman he loved; for 
till he had taken Roſa's hand, felt her pulſe, 
and aſked a thouſand queſtions about her 


health, he recollected nothing! in the mortal : 


race butherſelf. 


He inſiſted ſhe was in very ill health; 
that ſitting was not good for her ; that ſhe 
muſt inſtantly lay down her work ; that ſhe 
- muſt change the air; that he muſt ſe. her 


every day ; that nothing .in the world, not 


even herſelf, who was worth all the world, 
ſhould prevent his viſiting her; and he would 
not relinquiſh her cold hand till ſhe promiſed 
to admi nit him at all times and at all hours, and 
follow all his preſcriptions ; when this. was 


ſettled, he had leiſure to think of the purpoſe 


of his viſit. 
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Aſter what has . ſaid reſpecting the 


rank of ſociety in which the Buhanuns 


moved, it cannot be ſuppoſed a viſit from a 


1 man of quality was any thing extraordinary 
no, but the purport of Mr. Angus's viſit 


could not- be miſtaken z he had applied in 


| proper form to > the guardian, and all. Was as 


it ſhould be, 
« There, Miſs,” aid Mrs. Buhanun, 


exultingly, as in pulling the bell violently the 


cord broke, there, you ſee what may 


The ſervants were now to be difpatched 
in ſearch of Miſs Kattie, who was in habit of 
paying morning viſits from the further end of 


George ſtreet to the Links. 


At ſeven preciſely Mrs. Buhanun and her 


fair davghter, armed for conqueſt, and Mrs. 


and Mis NMaxwell, tuo plain il dreſſing women, 


ſelected for the occaſion, aſſembled in the 


drawing · room, one heart, at leaſt, palpitating 
with expectation of the Honorable Mr. 


Angus. . * 


The 
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re young gentleman more than anſwer- 
__ expectation of the ladies in every point 
but one, ; he had a fine perſon and pleafing 
countenance ; his manners were eaſy, polite, 
and dignified, without egatiſm or anden 
but, but * my uncle's marks were not on him; “ 
and from the manner in which he paid his re- 
ſpects to the idol, Doctor Cameron could 
have ſworn, had he not, as he ſaid, known ta 


the contrary, it was the firſt time of his ever 


ſeeing her. | 
There was alſo a reftlefneſs | in 18 manner 


which all the polite attentions of the ladies could 


not remove: A heſitation of ſpeech, an invo- 
luntary ſtart, and an eye perpetually turned 
to the door, prepared them in ſome degree 
for the ſurpriſe he treated them with, when 


after a ſhort half hour's indifferent chat, 


during which his watch had been conſulted at 
leaſt a dozen times, he made his bow, leav= 


ing Miſs Kattie humming Moggy Lawther; 


and her mamma, though charmed with the 
Honorable Mr. Augus, the great eſtate in 
poſſeſſion, and dukedom in reverſion, but 
half pleaſed with his ſhort viſit. $9.93 
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He however came the next morning, arſck 
e a full hour, and the next, and the 
next, and to complcat all, attended m to 
the play on Saturday 
As both the guardians were convinced of 
the lover's ; honourable intentions; Mr. 
Frazer became more deſperately in love 
every moment, and had the generoſity to 
advance five hundred pounds out of the 
Major's aſſets, to prevent his widow from be- 
ing diſtreſſecd, at the period when two ſuch 


important affairs were in agitation, as the 


-marrying of Mr. A. Frazer, writer to the 
ſignet, to the handſome widow Buhanun, and 
the Honorable Mr. tn n Duke 


of Athelone, to her daughter. 


Mrs. Buhanun's expences off my bees; now 


encreaſed with her great proſpects; the end 


propoſed by going to an Engliſh watering- 
place was anſwered, without taking ſo long a 


journey; but as no doubt the marriage muſt 


ſoon take place, and in that caſe the bride- 
groom would invite the family to one or other 
of his ſcats, there would, thank heaven! be 


no returning to that ſtupid place "Caſtle 
Gowrand 5 
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Gowrand; ſo ſhe. requeſted Mr. Her ; 


would endeavour to let it. 

Mr. Frazer made an king bow; but as 
he had a tenant in his mind's eye, and, more 
over, did not think it ſo very ſtupid a place; 
he ſuffered that matter to reſt. 

Meanwhile Roſa, more willingly 1005 than 
ever, in decoratiug Kattie, loſt all the benefit 
of the Doctor's kind attendance, by the ſeden- 
tary life ſhe could not now help leading; but 


Mrs. and Miſs Buhanun being one day gone 
tO a dinner at Queen's-Ferry, D. Cameron | 


brought his ſiſter in a hired coach to the 


door, and inſiſted on taking Roſa, Emma, and 


Jeſſy to dine at Rollin. 
The girls who with leſs e to cheir 


fate, were as much confined as Roſa, waited 


not for a ſecond invitation, but with their hats 
in their ne ſkipped down rhe _ 
Rogue. dim 


* pe. * ; 4 
Tas in the ſeaſon of the year,” 


and proteſting Roflin was of all others the 
5 place meſs wiſhed. e ſee. ft ; | 3 | [ 
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The indifference which was every hour en- 
SH on Roſa's. diſpoſition rendered her 
paſſive, and the happy Doctor had the feli- 
city to accompany her to a ſcene chat defied 
WP | | e 
The weather was warm; alley dined under 
a marquee in the garden, on delicacies 
Doctor Cameron had ' previouſly ordered 
from Edinburgh, and devoted the afternoon 
to rambles, where the eye of taſte would never 
tire, nor the ſou] of ſenſibility ever ſatiate. 
As Roſa looked down from the brow of 
the hill in deſcending to the Caſtle, ſhe 
changed colour, an univerſal trembling ſcized 
her frame, and tears guſhed from ber eyes: 
The romantic woods, the tranſparent ſtream, 
the white ſtones from ſide to ſide, all ſtruck 
her as a reſemblance to the dear burn fide 
ſhe rambled with a mixture of anguiſh and 
delight through the impervious glade, and | 
ſitting down on a riftle ſtone at the entrance 
of one of the caves celebrated by the ancient 
bards of Lothian, now refreſhed by the ſoft 
breeze whiſpering through the thick foilage, 
and now enchanted with the variegated pro- 

00 ſpect, 


2 


j t 
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3 which unexpected openings diſplayed, 


© Ah!” faid ihe, << this 1 is indeed the me- 
mory of „ | 
4 Joys that are gone, pleaſing, yet r 5 


Doctor . could not miſtake her 
alluſion, he felt it himſelf; he had gone to 


the burn fide a ſeeond time after the affect - 


ing ſcene never to be forgotten, and could 


ealily believe the beauties of Roſlin were even 
exceeded there. 


* 


Doctor Cameron's heart was formed to 


feel, but not to expreſs ſy mpathetic tender- 


neſs, while his ſiſter amuſed herſelf with the 
delighted romping girls, he with a tender at- 


tention, in which the friend predominated 
over the lover, conducted Roſa round by 
the pretty cottage, up to the chapel, where 
the gothic grandeur and natural ſimplicity, 
which, rival'd each other, diverted her 
thoughts, and fixed them on objects leſs pain- 
ful, thaugh not leſs folemn. . She now trod 
on ſacred ground; the duſt of the Lords of 
Roſlin, of heroes, and of princes, lay under 
the range of pillars that 74 tell poſterity 
what 
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_ what Scotland Was, even in the ages of 
barbariſin. 
= Retyraing from the for entrance * the 
= chapel, by the road to the inn where the 
coach was waiting, to carry them back to 
Edinburgh, a trampling of horſes cauſed 
them to ſtop; a party of gentlemen, who 
had been dining at Penycuke, paſſed ; one of 
whom, on turning his head, happened to 
meet the eye of Roſa, whoſe crimſoned cheek 
was out crimſoned by the gentleman's; he 
inſtantly threw himſelf off his horſe, and ap- 
proaching the party, accoſted Doctor 
Cameron with a reproachful, Ah Doctor!“ 
The Doctor made a paſſing bow, and hand- 
ed the ladies to the coach. | 
t Doctor Cameron,” ſaid the gentleman, 
laying his hand on the coach door, © wont 
you have the goodneſs to Trobe me to 


theſe ladies f 2” : 


The Doctor was Rs; he thought 
he perceived the clue fo a myſtery tat. 


had A = deal | puzzled him; he had no 
. * 
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hope of Roſa himſelf, that is, not a hops he 


dared indulge, but though 45 rol yaoe 


% None without hope ere loved the brighteſt fai: 
46 Vet love will hope, where reaſon would def} pair; 3. 8 


: and ſo Doctor Cameron certainly did; elle 


why was he ſo anxious for the coach to pro- 


ceed when the gentleman ſtood with his 


hand on the door? Why at the ſame inſtant 


that he anſwered, © Certainly, Sir,” dig.! he 
pull out his watch, and exclaim, he had not a 


moment to loſe? and when the perſeverence - 


ofthe unwelcome intruderputitoutofhis power 
to avoid announcing him, did he name Mr. 
Angus” in ſo hurried and indiſtinct a manner, 


that had not the name been familiar to all 
the ladies, it would have been PSI to | 


underſtand him? 


Mr. Angus's bow to Roſa was fo particu- | 
lar, that it again called the blood into her 


check. 


© Good night, Dockor Cameron,” faid 
he, - gravely ; © I am obliged to * 5 


thank ye for the children. 


On * . 


nd 
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Doctor Cameron with a half bow bid "1 


| conchman go on. 


ce Pray,“ ſaid he, aſter a is of ſome 


minutes, © have you ever ſeen Mr. Angus 


before?” | 
tf thiok, ” anſwered Roſa with her Mal 


# "IM I Yp ce J have; I met him once on the 
Calton hill; he was there with ſome gentle- 


men, at an hour and place when I had been 


wed to take my ſolitary ramble, quite free 
from obſervation or interruption ; he was 
rather rude I thought, ſo much ſo that he pre- 
vented my againtaking my uſval walk ; I have 
ſince ſeen him from my window once or 
twice; but did not know he was the geatle- 
man who addreſſed Miſs Kattie.” 


The Doctor groaned in fpirit ; he had aſ- 
ſured Roſa, and flattered himſelf that he was 
no longer her lover, but the pang he felt at 
this moment was as little like friendſhip as 
that which impelled him to follow her to the 
burn fide. 


The 
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The reader will by this time ſuſpect, with 
Doctor Cameron, that it was not of bonny 
Kattie of Caſtle Gowrand, whom every body 
adored ; but of modeſt Roſa, whom no body 
knew, that Mr. Angus was enamoured. 

A party of young men, who had dined to- 
gether at Baillies, not knowing what better to 
do with themſelves, agreed to kill an hour at 
Soll in the evening; their carriages were not 
in waiting, and there happened to be no 

hacks on the bridge, they were too indolent to 
walk to Leith or the Links; ſo adjourned to 
the flat on the top of the Calton, which Roſa 
had hitherto concluded was, to the diſcredit of 
taſte, reſorted to only by herſelf, or ſome ſad 
recluſe like her. | 

Mr. Angus ſeeing a b advance in the 
direction of the Golf, ſo loſt in meditation as 

neither to hear nor ſee the players, ran forward 
to warn her of her danger, and the wind at 
that inſtant diſcompoſing her black veil, he 
was ſtruck by the full vie w of a face, which, 
when the long eye laſhes, which ſeemed to reſt 
on her fine formed cheeks, were raiſed, and 
her brilliant eyes darted their bright beams 


„„ full 


— 
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full upon him, he thought the Wolt beautiful 
the hand of nature ever formed. 
Roſa courtſied, and turning back; took the 
neareſt path homeward. Mr. Angus re- 
mained rivetted to the ſpot till ſhe was almoſt 
out of ſight, when ſeized with an irreſiſtible 
deſire again to behold a face ſo uncommonly 
attractive, he darted after her, and endea- 
voured to draw her into converſation by a 
profuſion of the common place compliments 
with which young men, whoſe rank is a 
licence for impertinence, abound ; he deified 
her a thouſand times over, and entreated her 
to allow him to pay her his adoration at her 
own home, wherever that might be. 

Roſa was offended at the. Seed of his 
manner, and embarraſſed at his perſeverance ; 
the propriety of her conduct, and the delicacy 
ol her ſentiments, were equally ourraged, and 
her face was crimſoned deeper with anger 
than it had been with modeſty at his firſt ac- 
coſting her; after having twice requeſted 
he would not be troubleſome, ſhe deigned not 
to anſwer any thing he ſaid, but, 


* 


Frowning ſevere in youthful beauty, 


quicke ned 


* 
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quickened her pace, followed quite to the 
palace by the enchanted Mr. Angus, who, - 
having houſed her, returned to his compa- 
nions, to deſcribe with rapture and admiration 
the moſt lovely creature in exiſtence. 
Aſter a hearty laugh at his expence, he was 
aſked, if the tat wore mourning £ . 
1 | : 
e And you followed her to the place? 8 
e es., 
1 Hope 1 have you never 3 ſeen 
bonny Kattie of Caſtle Gowrand, the prettieſt 
girl in Scotland, the handſome widow Bu- 
hanun's eldeſt ee ? every body KNOWS 
her.“ 8 
Mr. Angus was that ſort of man, that did 
not admire a woman the more for every 
body's knowing ber ; but the face of the lady 
whom he ſuppoſed to be the Edinburgh toaſt, 
made a deep impreſſion on his mind, and he 
was exactly at the ſame hour on the Calton 
the next day, in hope to meet her, from 
whence. * en the beth ſhe had taken. 


35 4 * * 4 


CY 


102 THE BEGGAR GIRL, 


_* Out of humour at his difappointment, he 
loitered round the palace, and at length ſaw 
the form that had floated on his mind, ſeated 

at a window, too intent on her work to be 
lenſible of the ſentiments ſhe inſpired. 

Mr. Angus now almoſt lived on the Calton ; 
for there and there only could he'ſce the ob- 
ject who, ſpite of himſelf, retained an nent 
nin his heart. 

| He vas obliged to ſhorten his Rain in \Edin- 

burgh, on account of the Duke to whom he 

was heir paſſing through to the Highlands, 
and whom reſpe& and good manners obliged 
him to accompany ; but change of ſcene 

_ could not expel the lovely viſion that had 
- taken hold of his mind, and he returned de- 
' termined to be introduced | in a a manner 
to Mrs. Buhanun. | 

The firſt glance of Kattie proved a miſtake 
ſome where. It was impoſſible he ſhould 
not perceive the ideas Mrs. Buhanun and her 
daughter entertained of the nature of his 

"viſit; nor with what avidity they ftrove to 
improve the impreſſions they were allowed to 

1 uppoſe he had eden; under thoſe cir- 
cum- 
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G he feld embaraſſed; he FROM | 
enough of the palace to be certain theſe were 
the apartments his incognita inhabited; and 
he ſat in conſtant expectation of ſeeing her 
enter who, though he could not deny the 
beauty of the toaſt every body knew, was in 
his opinion every way her ſuperior. | 
After a reſtleſs expectation of half an n hour, 
feeling it irkſome either to become a party 
| in the ſelf-deception of Mrs. Buhanun, her 
daughter, and their friends, or to give up all 
hope of a proper introduction to the object 
of his paſſion, he took the abrupt leave that 
at once aſtoniſhed the Doctor, and mortified | 
the ladies. 
Doctor Cameron could not help obſerving 
an embarraſſment ſo new in one of the beſt 
bred men in Scotland; the whole of the 
ſhort viſit, though free from the frivolity of a 
common dangler, was allo equally free from 
any of the ſymptoms of a ſerious attachment; 
and. although the compliments he paid the 
handſome mother, and her beautiful daugh- 
ter, were neatly pointed, and delicately ap- 
propriate, the expreſſion in his countenance | 
| Þ 5 proved 
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proved, that; like moſt other compliments, 
they meant——nothing. 


Paſſing from the palace, over the South- 
Bridge, towards the college, where, as he had 
_ previoufly informed Mr. Angus, he had an 
engagement; he perceived that gentleman 
lounging up Nicholſon- ſtreet, and was im- 
mediately joined by him. ; 


The Doctor expreſſed his furpriſe both at 
the brevity of his viſit at the palace, and at 
the rencounter in Nicholſon- ſtreet. Mr. 
Angus excuſed the firſt, by pleading an indiſ- 
penſible pre- engagement, and accounted for 
the laſt by acknowledging a curioſity to know 
every particular of the widow e and 
her family. 

The Doctor &ryly replied, there was very 
tt little to know, but even that little could not 
be well told or underſtood, in the croſſing 
from the ſpot whe re they now were, to the 
college, and between two indiſpenſible 2 
engage ments. 


— 


Well, 
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Well, but Mr. Angus had only three words | 
to ſay, and he ſeized the Doctor oy the | 


aao oy od 
e Mer wells 7 aid t the an 8 1 will 
certainly hear you; I was apprehenſive you 


wiſhed to receive information, not to give it; 


and in that caſe it would not now have been 


in my power to oblige. you.” 

« Will you ſup with me at Druinbeck's * 
« You forget your indiſpenſable engage- 
ment; but J cannot forget mine.” 


Well, then, would the Doctor take one 


turn round St. George's- Square? 


As the intereſt of his ward was ſo mate 


rially concerned, and as he really withed for 
the explanation of a conduct which, if not 
myſterious, muſt be capricious, he conſented, 


and arm in arm they walked to St. Gcorge 3 


ſquare, 


But the Doctor waited in vain fo the ex- 
pected explanation. Mr. Angus wanted to 
know firſt whether Mrs. Buhanun had not 


more e daughters! ? ſecond, whether they were 
5 4 6a w Eo hand- 


8 4 


a 
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handſome? and lat, when | and where "they 
were to be ſeen? | OO 9 
The Doctor anſwered, there were 40 
younger Miſs Buhanun's, one of whom in 
his opinion, would be ſtill more beautiful than 
the eldeſt; that indeed ſhe promiſed ſo very 
much, he thought it politic in Mrs. Buha- 
nun, to keep her n * _ elder ſiſter 
was married. | | 
Witch this account the Honor 
Angus appeared ſo ſatisfied 420 we took a 
fecond abrupt departure, and-left the Doctor 
to his engagement at the new college, and to 
aſk himſelf whether the elegant, ſenſible, 
Honorable Mr. Angus was not a little 
1 
His cor. tinued riſes ee 1 to 
pleaſe Mrs. Buhanun; for though he did not 
exactly betray the tender confuſion of a timid 
lover in his addreſs to her daughter, nothing 
could be more animated than his reſpeatul 
attention to herſelf; ſo that though the affair 
did not advance with all the rapidity ſhe 
wiſhed, it at leaſt kept its ſtation with 


dignity. 


Mean- 
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Mean while rumour's hundred tongues 
vere in motion, and nothing talked of in the 
| ſuperior circles, but the ſplendid ſettlement 

of the beauty of Caſtle Gowrand. | 

Mr. Angus had the peculiar felicity of 1 
ing reſpected and beloved by all his own fa- 
mily ; he was only ſon to Mr. Angus of 
Caithnefs, and Lady Louiſa Athelane, ſiſter 
to the Duke of that name and title ; his 
grace's age, his fondneſs of his nephew, and 
above all, his fine fenſe were ſufficient 
ſureties of the certainty of Mr. Angus's ſuc- 
ceſſion to the titles and eſtates of his uncle, 

who had nothing ſo much at heart as to "I 

his ſucceſſor married, and in a proſpect of 

giving heirs to the ancient houſe of Athelane. 

Theſe being his well known ſentiments, the 

bonne fortune of Miſs Kattie engroſſed the 

. converſation, excited the envy, or command» 

ed the reſpe& of all che grown miſſes and 

maſters i in or near Auld Reck ieee. 
Among the parties moſt intereſted in the 
important event, was a tall, plump-looking, 
looſe formed damſel, with a flat round red 
face, and a pair of tremenduous/ grey eyes, 
| e which 


— 
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which rolled in their orbits. afier every paſ- 
ſing object; though happily for the behold- 
ers, they were perfectly harmleſs; for not 
even the malignant, vain, and envious ſenſa- 
tion of her own little mind could animate 
them into the ſmalleſt degree of expreſſion. 
> Havghty as her who had moſt virtue, and 
tenacious as her who had leaſt, Miſs Bruce was 
2 maſt inveterate foe to the baekſliders of her 
own ſex, and never forgave a poor female who 
had the misfortune to attract a handſome 
ſeducer. She affected fine accompliſhments, 
caricatured the human face divine with bad 
pencils on dirty paper, wrote epigrams with- 
out wit, ſongs without rhyme,” and effays 
Vithout reaſon, for the amuſement of people 
ho never looked at any of them; ſhe talk- 
ed like a parrot, walked like a gooſe, and 
dreſſed like a peacock. Such: was the lady 
who was moſt outrageous at the 1 fortune 
of bonnie Kattie of Caſtle Gowrand. 
Miſs Bruce was indeed juſt now in a 3 ; 
LRN condition ; for without a ſingle 
attraction, except her large unmeaning eyes, 
without fortune, family, or connexions; with- 
EQS" FE 5 PD 1 N f - OUT 
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out ſenſe, education, or good nature, this 
poor girl had actually pre- ordained herſelf a 
ducheſs. She had happened to be intro- 
duced at a race ball to the Honourable Miſs. 
Angus, who was the counterpart of her bro- 
ther, liberal minded, handſome, lively, and 
agreeable: Having arranged a coronet- 
ed reward for all her labours, nothing 
was too ſervile for her undertaking, Ws 
order to compaſs the end ſhe had in view, 
by dint of perſevering cunning, ſhe got an 
invitation to viſit Miſs Angus at her brother's. 
caſtle, and having once ſo far ſucceeded, 
Angus Caſtle was never without the 
pu her preſence, while the owner was 
in it; no ſooner. did Mr. and Miſs Angus ſet 
out e London, for the north, than away 
gallopped the tall damſel to Angus Caſtle, and 
their return to the ſouth was generally her 
ſymptom of that ſtate of health which re- 
quired a change of 1 

Miſs Angus had vithin the laſt © awo years 
choſen to reſide more in England, and her 
brother more in Scotland. Miſs Bruce 3 


| health therefore accommodated itſelf to the | 
climate, | 


Ho THE BEGCAR GIRL, 


climate, where her ſecret views were moſt 
likely to ſucceed; and though the Scotch are 
particularly tenacious of etiquette, ſhe even 
ventured to wave all reſpect to appearances; 
her viſitations were not indeed actually at the 
caſtle, but ſhe contrived to be within an 
hour's ride backwards and forwards, and from 
ſome houſe in the neighbourhood, to bor- 
row and return books from, and to, dear Miſs 
Angus's library, and out of pure regard too 
for that dear friend, often ſtay vnaſted, to 
dine with her charming brother. | 
At Edinburgh, if Mr. Angus has 
Miſs Bruce did the ſame; if he rode out, ſhe 
knew his circuit, and was fure to meet him. 
By continually being at Angus Caſtle, ſhe 
was familiar with all his particular acquaint- 
ance; if he made new connexions, they were 
alſo ſoon her's; "the borrowed his books, 
horſes, and carriage ; ſat in his box at the 
play ; went with his tickets to the concert; 
inſiſted on his dancing with her at the aſſem- 
bly; fat in the fame pew at church ; and, in 
: os” affected fuch an iutepeſt ban - move- 


ments, 2 
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ments, that ſhe actually perſuaded herſelf and 
ſome few of her friends into a certainty of her 
being the choice ef the ducal heir apparent; 
ſhe had indeed talked fo long and loud on the 
ſubject, that he was almoſt the only perſon in 
the circle of their common acquaintance, Who 
vas not informed of his happineſs; for as no 
body had yet ſuggeſted to him the probability 
of ſuch an event, one of the laſt things 
that would have occurred to him, was the 
cauſe. or effect of Miſs Bruce's preſent un- 
eaſineſs; he rather bore with her officious 
profe ſſions of friendſhip on his fiſter's account 
than accepted them on his own ; and while 
he laughed at the unamiable traits in her cha- 
racter, as oddities which hurt only herſelf, 
gave her full credit for the extreme ſenſibility 
and goodneſs of heart ſhe. e ſne poſe 
„ 
Mr. Angus, with more Ente than * 
young men of rank, had allo a few of their 
weakneſſes ; he was extremely indolent; 
and having been long in habits of f intimacy 
with Mifs Bruce, would not take the trouble 


— 
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to refuſe any thing ſhe aſked, any more 
than to reflect whether he did right or 
wrong in complying; ſe that by imper- 
ceptible degree he was in ſome points 
governed _ a woman copy neither wy -nor 
2 nrg 4525 


Mis Frs it may be ITS was an 
enemy to filent grief; for ſhe wearied every 


body who would do her the favour of liſten- 


ing to her complaints. It was, ſhe declared, 
the moſt horrible difgraceful thing in nature 
for a man of Mr. Angus's rank and expecta- 
tions, to throw himſelf away on fuch a filly 
chit, ſo utterly unworthy of him, and ſo unfit 

to ſupport his dignity ; but as Miſs Bruce 
was fo unfortunate in her choice of phraſes as 
to blend her own diſappointment with the 
demerits of the young beauty, ſhe failed to 
excite either intereſt or compaſſion; on the 
contrary, as it was allowed, if Mr. Angus 
was reſolved to play the fool, he was fight to 
do it with ſome fort of apology 3; ſhe was 
are even > Di her den ef. on the evaniſh- 
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ment of her ducal viſion; overpowered with 
confuſion and mortification, ſhe took to 
her chamber; and as ſhe was too much 
enraged to ſend to Mr. Angus, ſo he was 
too much occupied to think of aſking after 
But while the forſaken damſel was thus 
outrageous about the loſs of a lover ſhe 
never had, he was far from being the happy 
wooer ſhe ſuppoſed him; he ſtill continued to 
gaze from the Calton, and viſit at the palace, 
in hope, by ſome happy chance, ſome ſelect 
party might be allowed to ſee Mrs. Buhanun's 
younger daughters, for ſuch he ſuppoſed his 
charmer to be; but at length finding the miſ- 
conſtruction on his viſits would involve him 
in difficulties from which he would not pro- 
bably eaſily , extricate himſelf, he had juſt 
made up his mind to come to a full explana- 
tion with the Doctor, and ſolicit his intereſt 
with the ſecluded charmer, whom he had 
himſelf acknowledged to be more beautiful 
than bonnie Kattie, when he met Roſs, + as we 
ys related at Rollin. | 


* 


When 


+ 
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When Doctor Cameron returned to his | 
houſe; after ſetting Roſa and her young com- 
panions down at the palace, he found a ſhort 
laconic note from Mr. Angus, requeſting an 
immediate interview either at Drumbeck's 
hotel, of his own houſe. The Doctor was 
not quite ſo impatient; he declined either 
that night, but ſaid he would be at home at 
nine next morning, and immediately retired to 
his chamber, to pals a long agitated and 
ſleepleſs night. 
Aſter revolving every part of Mr. Angus's 
behaviour, however prone the human mind 
to deceive itfelf into falſe concluſions, the 
truth was too evident; it flaſhed on his 
mind with a conviction from which he 
could not eſcape; and at once deprived 
him of the painful privilege of < drag- 
ging to the grave a FONG chain of deceitful 
hopes.” | 

From the en he bad 4 e 
of Mrs. Bohanun's temper, he had no 
doubt but her rage and diſappointment 
would be equal nor would the utmoſt 

| exceſs 
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_ exceſs of indignation be either very bite 
able or unnatural; the publicity of both 
mother and daughter; the vanity of one, 
and the beauty of the other, had ren- 
dered them ſo very conſpicuous, that the 
expected match was a general theme of 
converſation; and the going off of ſo advan- 
tage ous a ſettlement, without the affignment 
of auy reaſon but prepoſſeſſion in favour of a 
rival, would be adding infult to injury, in the 

opinion of people unacquainted with the miſ- 
take, and muſt infallibly mortify the pride, 


and wound the feelings of the child of his 


deceaſed friend, as well as tear from os foul's 
hope. the woman he adored. - 
True, the anger of Mrs. e was 
moſt likely to vent itſelf on the object leaſt 
able to brave her rage; it would fall heavy 
on Roſa, who, unprotected as ſhe was, and 
apparently without better reſource than his 
friendſhip, might perhaps, it was ſurely not 
impoſſible, accept his honourable protection; 
if he knew any thing of her diſpoſition, ſne 
would not accept a hand once offered and 
ee | 6 | un- 
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; bai wely withdrawn from the daughter 
of her friend, without great and clear expla- 
nations; theſe Mrs. Buhanun would exert 
herſelf to prevent ;-and if W what — 
* Mie. ie dt ents bY; 
Roſa had indeed declared that the could 
not feel thoſe ſentiments for him, which 
- ſhould be the indiſpenſible inmates of the 
heart of a woman of principle, when the 
gave her hand to a man of honour, and 
reaſon forbad him to perſeeute where he 
meant to ſolicit; but opinions ſometimes 
altered as circumſtances eee and Wight 
not theſe vary in his favor.” 
* hopes, for ſuch "me really were, 
though almoſt concealed from himſelf, 
were not wholly againſt poſſibility, con- 
ſidering 2 850 [ok _ N * 
Roſa led. 
| But Doctor Cameron was not, like Will 
. Honeycomb, A man of honour only where 
| women were not concerned ; his honour, his. 


| eg u, his dif e enero were 
| © "Þft een He 
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alike the rule of his actions towards man, wo- 


man, and child; in ſpite of all the deluſions 
of hope, reaſon would have its reign. Mr. 
Angus was young, handſome, proſperous, and 


rich, with every agrẽment of perſon to capti- 


vate the eye, and with all tho ſe, of circumſtances 
to gratify, nay to ſatiate ambition, this happy 
man loved Roſa, a all SY 1 nn; to him- 
{elf was over. 


" Yes,” ſaid le” with quivering lips. 
while hot tears burſt from his eyes, © all i is 
indeed over; mine ſhe will not, cannot be; 7. 


and can I, knowing how ſhe will adorn the 


higheſt rank, how ſhe will ornament any ſta- 
tion, can I prefer my own ſelfiſh wiſh to the 


advancement and honour ofa woman ] adore? 


no, no, I was her lover, but I have ſworn to 
be her friend.” And though he paſſed a 


ſleepleſs night, writhing under the agony 
of fond regret, and all the varying ſenfations 
of hopeleſs paſſion, the reſolution with which 
he vowed to keep that oath inviolate, was not 
to be taken.” e | PR fs 


At 
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At nine preciſely Mr. Angus was an- 
nounced; he entered with a ſtern counte- 
nance; anger and reproach vu — 
on his clouded brow. 


T he Doctor' s brow was alſo clouded. 


: Mr. Angus accuſed him of duplicity ; of 
| introducing him to a girl who had been 
ſhewed about till her face, lovely as he allowed 

it, was ſtale ; and when it was evident, both by 
his conduct and enquiries, ſhe was not the ob- 
je c his heart ſought; that he had amuſed 
him with a falſe account of Mrs. Buhanun's 
family, deſcribing as a Child the lovelieſt wo- 
man in the creation. | 


Doctor Cameron's was the lacked Pri of 
true benevolence ; he pitied paſſion's error, 
and ſympathiſed in all the feelings of the hu- 
man heart; he ca'mly anſwered, That the 
charges of falſchood and duplicity were 
perfectly. new to. him; he believed the 
common mode of reſenting ſuch charges, 
particularly when they happened 70 be juſt, 
was Py calling on the accuſer for fanguinary 
re- 
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reparation 3 but true courage, as well as true 
honor, had ſo little to do with paſſion, that 
the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions againſt either lay 
where anger is moſt violent; that his mode 
of reſentment on this occaſion ſhould be to 
prove bimſelf injured; a proof that muſt 
wound an honourable adverſary deeper than 
the ſword, He had not deceived Mr. 
Augus; the inquiry was after the daughters 
of Mrs. Buhanun ; of them he had ſpuken 
juſtly ; the young lady whom he now pre- 
ſumed to be the motive for this viſit, was not 
Mrs. Buhanun's daughter.” 


« Not her daughter n frpiſe me! 
what relation then??? 


« None.” 


« None! how then? in what? Doctor 
Cameron, I aſk your pardon, 1 entreat your. 
forbcarance ; I am agitated ; you will guefs 
what I would aſk, and I tremble at what may 
be your anſwer; I admire—I—I-TI am 
aſhamed to own, on ſuch a flight know- 
ledge, —] love her; ſhe is always preſent to 


my 
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my mind, all charming as I have ſeen, and all 
amiable as I fancy her; but my family,. you 
know it—irs dignity is in my keeping; it 
has deſcended to me pure and unſullied, —I 
would not—1 hardly know what I would ay; 
yet tell me candidly, what is the ſituation of | 
this lady in Mrs. Buhanun's family? ſhe 
ſurely cannot, with all that elegance of 
form and manner be in a ſervile line. 
The Doctor anſwered a flow and ſolemn 
| peaniive, and aſter a moment's endeavour at 
- Fortitude, added, « That however | amiable 
fancy might, from her faſcinating appear- 
-ance, paint her, he would pledge his honour, 
his life, no fancy could exceed the reality; 
that charming as ſhe was in perſon, her 
beauty was happily adorned with all the fine 
accompliſhments, which give a poliſh to the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed female characters; that her 
form, her temper, and her manners were at once 
attractive and repelling, dignified and hum- 
ble; their effect was Lacs that even he, 


5 at bis time of life, had found i it impoſſible to 
7 FEEL My reſiſt 


| 
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reſiſt the ſentiments the was formed to in- 
ſpire ; that he had made her an offer of his 
hand, waich was not more natural in him to 
do, than in her to decline; which however 
ſhe had done in a way that while it deprived. 
him of hope, ſerved to render the bleſſing of 
which he knew himſelf unworthy more dear, 
and bound him and all his humble means to 
her intereſt. : 5 
Mr. A was in raptures; good Doctor. 
dear Doctor, his beſt friend he called him, 
and then followed two prayers, one for par- 
don of his impetuoſity, the other for a ſecond 
introduction. 


The Doctor anſwered, as to the firſt. he 0 
had not been offended, he could eaſily com- 
_ prehend how a paſſion to Miſs Buhanun 
might deprive a' man of his reaſon, but— | 
No buts, my dear Cameron. ; <0 Milt 

Buhanun,” you ſaid, ſhe is then of that fami- 
y. — come, we loſe time. And Mr. W : 
roſe with Es: | Te 1 
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Doctor Cameron's ſerious and repelling 
look alarmed him; he again fat down and 
heard, to his great mortification, that nothing 
would be more difficult than the introduction 
he aſked ; that Mrs. Buhanun would never 
forgive the breaking off a match ſo advan. 
tageous, and ſo much talked of; her pride, as 
well as intereſt, were ſo nearly connected with 
his addreſs to her daughter, that it was in vain 
to hope it; the reports of the intended union 
were now indeed ſo univerſally received, 
he feared the ſerious injury the W 
* be of to his ward. 


Mr. Angus felt the juſtice of his ek; 
and ee he would adviſe what was to 
be done. | | 

Doctor cameron was embarraſſed; cer- 
tain now of Mr. Angus's ſerious attachment, 
which he would not have dared to diſcloſe to 
him, had it not been alſo honourable ; he felt 
hurt for bonnie Kattie, and pitied her mo- 
ther; he inſiſted on the utmoſt delicacy be- 
ing obſerved in the affair, which he thought 


a” 


\ 
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Mr. Angus, as a man of honour, would hold 
himſelf bound to obſerve, and promiſed to 

meet him in the eveningat Drumbeck's hotel, 
where he lodged, to confer further on the 
buſineſs ; they then parted ; the Doctor to 
meaſure his penſive way, where attention to 
his patients called him; and Mr. Angus, 
with his boſom's lord fitting lightly on his 
throne, to the Calton, to feaſt his eyes on the 
treaſure of his heart. 
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. Oeleſtial Happineſs, whene'er ſhe ſtoops, 
ec To viſit earth, one ſhrine the goddeſs finds, 
«© And one alone, to make her ſweet amends 

4 Fur abſent heaven the boſom of a friend. 


We flightly mentioned ſome packets that 
had been left at Caſtle Gowrand, after the 
Major loſt his mental faculties, and that theſe 
were, in kind care of the afflicted man, locked 
a up by Doctor Cameron in the Major s Writ- 
ing drawer. 

The Doctor's mind was at that period too 
much engroſſed by the new and delightful 
ſenſations which the firſt emotions of love 
and hope, inſpire, to act in any one 


mung like that ſober ra- "nal being he was 


: always 


ru BEGGAR' GIRL 126 
always conſidered to be; he knew profeſ- 
ſionally, how neceſſary it was to keep his 
dying friend's mind quiet, and never for- 
got a ſingle precaution ; but as to common 
affairs, and future contingencies, he had no 
heart, and conſequently no head for them at 
that time; and after underſtanding that 
Roſa was to accompany him to Edinburgh, 
no wonder writing tables, letters, and every 
ſcene where ſhe was not, pere from his 
memory. 2 ee ee r 
. Maipe 8 i as RY as it was 3 

e to examine them, lay in a ſmall 
compaſs; his caſh accounts were at the 
Royal Bank, and the executors had mutually: 
agreed to poſtpone their examinations at 
Caſtle Gowrand, till Mrs. Buhanun returned 
there, not expecting ſhe would make Edin- 
burgh ben reſidence. > t oil eee ee ee 

Of this matter Mr. Frazer, wha: was in 
great haſte to bring bis. treaty with the Wi- 
dow to a concluſion before that of her daugh- 
ter with the Honourable Mr. Angus, re- 
minded the Doctor, and propoſed to make 
an, excurſion a few days, to complete the 


ſettlement of the executorſhip. 
G © ”  - Fa 
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This, as matters ſtood, was an object of great 
importance to Mr. Frazer, whoſe buſineſs 
would eaſily admit of his abſence; but as Dr. 
Cameron's preſence was at that time of par- 
ticular conſequence to a number of patients, 


ſo partial to his ſkill, that they would accept 


no ſubſtitute, he gave the proper autho- 


rity to his colleague, who after ſaying a 


great number of very ſoſt things to the wi- 
dow, accompanied with warm embraces, both 
which began to have effect, ſet out to take 


proper inventories, and ſettle the Buhanun af- 


fairs; not without however the Doctor's re- 


membering to give him the key of the writ- 


g table, where he had depoſited che before 


8 mentioned packets, 


In the evening, the a with his mind 
fortified by a conſciouſneſs of right acting, 
met Mr. Angus, who had forborne to call at- 
the palace that day. 5 

Doctor Cameron adviſed his going here 


next morning, and his On town imme- 


n y , 


3 5 c What, a 
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at What, wide ſeeing. and ſpeaking to 
my charmer, Doctor? impoſſible” 
The Doctor inſiſted he was right, and de- 


clared, if Mr. Angus did not exactly follow 
every letter of the rule he laid down for him, 
he would no longer be a party in the 


- buſineſs, 
e You ſhall do what you will with ey 
replied the lover, © after one interview.” 
The Doctor aroſe, and took his hat. 
Mr. Angus _ and the Doctor 
went on. 

Tou muſt then leave Edinburgh z your 
being abſent at the races, when all the world 
are here, will occaſion ſurmiſes; I am glad 
do ſee Kattie will not break her heart; butſhe 
muſt have the credit of refuſing you; I ſhall, 
with the help of her incorrigible pride, pre- 
vail on the mother to favour that pre- 


ſumption, and when we are let down eaſy, 


you may return,” 

Mr. Angus thanked the Doctor for his 
care of the Buhanuns and their feelings, which 
were with ſo little nen to be gratified 
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at his expence, but would only cel to the 
il ſcheme, on condition of being permitted 
d 0o fee the lady before he left Edinburgh. 
This was a point more adverſe to the poor 
Doctor's private feelings, than difficult to 
compaſs, as his ſiſter had: already obtained 
| Rola's promiſe to bring Emma and Jeſly to 
Viſit her. But notwithſtanding the ſecret 
pangs it coſt him, he had made up his mind to 
ſee his favorite a ducheſs, and reſolved, how- 
ever painful to himſelf, to contribute all in 
his power to her advancement. After a mo- 
mentẽs conſideration he appointed Mr. Angus 
to drop in perchance next evening, when on 
condition he conducted himſelf agreeable to 
the falvo- planned for the feeling of Miſs 
Kattie, and the pride of her mother, he pro- 
miſed to gratify him with an interview wah 
his r „ 61} 3 
Mrs. Cameron was alrite diſparched | 
next day, to ſolicit the performance of Roſa's 
promiſe, and invite her and the young ladies 
to St. Andrew's-ſquare. 
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Mrs. Buhanun was gone to Drumſhew, to 
dine; no objection could therefore be made 
dy her, and Mrs. Cameron returned to ler 
her brother know ſhe had-ſucceeded.. 5 
As this was the firſt viſit Roſa had! Has 

in Scotland, excepting thoſe at the burn ſide, 
ſhe was longer at her toilette than uſual; but 
her dreſs, though neat, was perfectly plain; 
her fine hair, without any kind of ornament, 


was ſet off by the ſnow white of her robe, as 


her fair complexion was by the black jet 
gear- rings and necklace, which on had worry 
for-Colonet Duane. -=2 
When Mr. Angus was announced, he 
bluſhed at the coat accidental rencounter, 
and her beauty was heightened by the tran- 


fient glow on her cheeks. | 


The lover's © tranſports were with great | 


difficulty, repreſſed ; he ſaw the image which 
had been deeply impreſſed on his heart more 
beautiful than even fancy could paint her, 
and more accompliſhed, - more elegant, and: 


more graceful than an intercourſe with the 
rank in life nnn her to "as could have | 


at. 
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© Mrs. Cameron, whoſe heart was in every 
reſpe& the kindred one of her worthy bro- 
ther, felt her own pride gratified in leading to 
thoſe ſubjects of converſation that diſplayed 
the fine underſtanding, and juſt ſentiments of 
her fair viſitor; and Roſa, unconſcious of the 
power of her own charms, as well as con- 
fidering Mr. Angus as the future huſband of 
the child of her paternal friend, was eaſy, un- 
embarraſſed, and faſcinating ; the pleaſed and 
eager approbation which ſat on the attentive 
countenance. of the enamoured ſwain, could 
not wholly eſcape her; nor was it, conſider- 
ing her ſituation, an object of indifference, 
fince it muſt be to her intereſt and advantage 
to be honoured with the eſteem of one whom 
both Mrs. Buhanun and her family looked up 
to as its future aal 
Aſter two hours paſſed in this agreeable 
4 wiſh Roſa reminded her young com panions 
| of: the time, and roſe to go. 
Mx. Angus, who, all eye, all ear, and all 
Bol, had ſeized every poſſible opportunity 


— thank the Doctor, and to expreſs both his 


ne 3 and | hope, was obliged to conceal the 
re- 
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| reluctance with which he ſaw her de part, 
without his daring to make uſe of one of the 
| thouſand efforts which fond invention ſug- 
guſted to detain her, or preſuming to offer 
his attendance, even down the ſtairs. : 
Mrs. Buhanunhaving that evening, contrary 
to her uſual cuſtom, returned home before ſup- 
per, was ſurpriſed and diſpleaſed to find Roſa | 
had preſumed to go out, without aſking her per- 
miſſion or having finiſhed the alterations ſhe was 
making in one of Kattie's dreſſes; but what 
were the effects of her firſt ſurpriſe and dif- _ 
pleaſure, to that which ſucceeded, when 
Roſa, in a careleſs unapprebenſive way, ex- 
plained where ſhe had been, how invited, 
and whom ſhe had ſeen, adding, ſhe was 
happy to obſerve, that however eligible -a a 
match Mr. Angus might be for Miſs Buha- © | 
nun in point of rank and fortune, he was no 
leſs ſo in Perſon, manners, and ra 
ſtanding. | 
Mrs. Buhanun was out of breath with 
paſſion; ſhe turned from pale to red, ang 
from red to pale; ſhe had been kept on the WM 
rack of expectation by the unaccountable || 
| G6 | con- 
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conduct of her Kattie's honourable lover; 
he had abſented himſelf two whole days, and 
his announcing his intention to leave Edin- 
_hurgh juſt on the eve of the races, together 
wich the. manner. of his taking leave, with- 
out firſt making; the declaration ſo- anxiouſly 
expected, and fo unreaſonably delayed, with- 
out hinting the time of his return, and without 
making the, as ſhe thought, natural arrange- 
ments for an epiſtolatory correſpondence, were 
a combination of. ſuch ſtrange and unpleaſant 
cirgumſtances, as had wounded her pride 
diſappointed her hopes, and indeed made 
her ſuch poor company, that notwichſtanding 
Mr. Frazer was out of town, and Kattie en- 
gagedd as ſhe had lately often been, in a dif- 
ſerent party, ſhe had left her friends on pre 
tence of a head ach, and returned home in a 
humour not very lizely to be mended by 
the communication of the e 
| Rofa, ; ; . 
NA certainty, that the charms thay had, 
han that conſciouſneſs of ſuperiority which 
even Ber vanity could nor prevent her feeling, 
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been fo anxious to conceal; had been difplay= © 
ed, to a man of Mr. Angus's underſtanding 
and diſcernment, with all the graces of her 
own elegant fimplicity, and all the advan- 
tages of Doctor Cameron's partial friendtbip, 
Was a circumſtance ſo extremely mortifying 
as rendered the innocent offender the obje& 
of her hatred and reſentment, and expoſed 
her to the whole weight of the bancful paſ- 
ſions which now raged | in her mind. 

Roſa's attempts to mollify her anger, and jul⸗ 
fy herſelf, by pleading Mrs. Cameron's oblig- 
ing invitation was adding fue l to fire. Idle, un- 
grateful, preſuming, i impertinent, artful, mean - 
creature, ſhe called her; aſked how ſhe dared 
negle& the work ſhe had given her, or leave 
the houſe without her permiſſion ? Doctor 
Cameron, ſhe thought, ought. to know bet- 
ter, he was old enough,. than to entice other 
people's ſervants to leave their buſineſs. 

Servants !” repeated Roſa. 

« Yes, ſervants; what are you elſe, madam? 
but poſſibly Mr. Angus may have appointed 
2 ſuperior ſtation for you in his houſehold; 
. | | | FF 
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he is not the firſt man of faſhion whoſe miſ- 
treſs has been conhidered? in is arrangements 
for a wife.” | 

A chairman's rap announcing the return 
of Kattie, ſtopped the torrent of acrimonious 
invective which had overpowered our he- 
roine, and ſhe gladly made her eſcape. 
Miſs Buhanun had made ſome new ac- 
quaintances, with whom Mrs. Buhanun was 
offended, becauſe they did not always include 
her in their cards of invitation, and in the 
_ preſent irritated ſtate of her mind every un- 
pleaſant recollection was likely to recur. It 
was now near twelve o'clock, and ſhe peeviſh- 
ly demanded of Kattie where ſhe had been, 
and why ſhe ſtayed fo late? 


Kattie's anſwer was an improvement on 
her mother's ill humovr, as ſhe added pert- 
neſs to peeviſhneſs in her What does it 


fignify ?”? all the anſwer ſhe nec to 
make. 


Ir very rarely * chat a child who re- 
ceives inſtructions of an oppoſite tendency 
Z6 ; | from 


THE BEGGAR GIRL. 135 


PAY its different n. can N by 
either. 


Major Buhanun bad taken early and in- 
ceſſant pains to inſtill into his daughter's 
mind, ſentiments and principles in ſome points 
different, in others contradictory, to thoſe ſhe 


7 received from her mother; theſe her young 
| heart approved, from thoſe it revolted with 


wearineſs and diſguſt, 
Cold indeed, prolix, and unintereſting are 


the leſſons of reaſon, wiſdom, and experi- 


ence, when oppoſed to the warm colourings 
of fancy. to the ſeductive triumph of univer- 


ſal conqueſt, and to the deſire of admiration, 


in a heart whoſe avocation is amuſement, and 


— 


whole purſuit'i is pleaſure. 


But however tedious and unwelcome the 8 


Major's inſtructions and advice to his daugh- 
ter were, it was abſolutely neceſſary to be 
ſometimes on good terms with him, or loſe 


many of the little ornaments to ſet off her 


beauty, of which her glaſs taught her the 
early value; and Kattie became, under the 
inſtruction and example of her mamma, an 
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adept in that ſcience, which, of all others, is 
the moſt dangerous and deſtructive to the 
© authority of a ___ . and the Bou. of a 
child, decnit. 

Unbappy Mrs. art e in =R J 
Pes gaiety of her heart, ſne ſmiled at 
and applauded the dexterity and eaſe with 
which, when her daughter choſe to take the 
trouble, ſhe could deceive her good and 
honourable father; how little did ſhe appre- 

hend the moment of retribution that was now 

approaching; alas! ſhe did not foreſee the 
pangs ſhe would herſelf feel, when in her 
turn ſhe became the dupe of that artful ſyſ- 
tem of conduct ſhe had e © Wang but 
taught. | 
Out of temper, ſvirits, and patience, her 
a8 before irritated ſolely on her daughter's 
account, Mrs. Buhanun in her extreme agita- 
tion forgot for a moment the original cauſe of 
her vexation, and inſtead ofentering onthe ſub= 
ze& on which ſhe had been impatient to 
ſpeak to her daughter, began a lecture on the 
obedience, reſpect, and attention due to fo 
kind. a mother, from ſo indulged a child; in 

; | . the 
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the midſt of which bonnie Kattie flung away, 
and having reached her chamber before her 
mother recollected the event of the evening, 
locked the door, and refuſed again to open 
it, though ſhe was entreated for her own fake 
to return for five minutes. | 


Thus mutually vexed at each other, we 


"bande the handſome widow and her beautiful 
daughter, to reſt or reflection, as it happen- 
ec, and return to Roſa, who having no body 
to conſole or comfort her, ſat at her ſolitary 


window, with her eyes fixed on the top of 


the Calton, where the moon beams reſted, re- 
volving over many paſt occurrences, and ar- 
ranging plans for her future coaduct. . 
It had never before ſtruck her, chat the 
1 cloſe confinement which had Pr ejudiced her 
health, and the invariable rule of keeping 
her with the younger girls to her chamber, 
when viſitors were at the houſe, was a pre- 
concerted plan; but many of the expreſ- 
ſions which paſſion, unguarded, and many of 
the enraged invectives Mrs. Buhanun had 
begoved on her in the inſtant fhe heard of 
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the interview with Mr. Angus, explained 1 not 
only that, but ſeveral other things which had 
appeared myſterious, To be kept, as ſhe 


had been, conſtantly working for the pleaſure 


and advantage of Mrs. Buhanun and her 
daughter; to have worn out her neceſlary 
cloathing in their ſervice; to have ſeen all the 


little elegancies of her wardrobe rendered unfit 


for her own uſe by their conſtant wear, under 
plea of borrowing; to have had her purſe alſo 
drained to the bottom on the ſame pretence; 

to conſider that in the beſt days of her life ſhe 
was an abſolute priſoner; neither thanked, 
.eſteemed, nor even ed to be be- 


loved for all theſe ſacrifices, were reflections 


which both rouſed and juſtified her in- 


dignation, and ſhe reſolved on quitting a 
fituation ſo painful, humiliating, and unpro- 


fitable, whatever might be the conſequence ; 
even though it ſhould draw on her thoſe 
cenſures of ingratitude from the world, with 


which Mrs, Bubanun had ſo Rs loaded 


4 The 
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The legacy, of which ſhe had an imper- 
fect idea, ſhe determined not to claim; but 
there was a juſtice due to herſelf, without 

which ſhe could neither leave Mrs. Buhanun's 

family, nor remain with credit in it; this was 
the payment of the ſeveral ſmall ſums of 
money ſhe had from time to time advanced 
to that hat lady, and for her uſe; of which ſhe 

im mediately wrote a brief ſtatement fronaher 

pocket memorandums, and having incloſed it 

in a cover, gave it to Mrs. Buhanun's maid 
the next morning, to deliver to her miſtreſs as 

ſoon as ſhe was up. . 

_ . Her miſtreſs, the girl replied, was en 
up, and gone out for the * in a poſt 

chaiſe. 

The only extraordinary part of that cir- 
cumſtance was, Miſs Kattie's not being of her 
mother's party, ſhe having taken her 
breakfaſt in her own room, where ſhe ſtill 
remained alone and out of humour. © 
. Roſa's reſolution had however not been ; 
_ weakened by her pillow reflection; but on 
the contrary, ſo many inſtances of art, un- 
kindneſs, and tyranny, from Mrs. Buhanun 

On 
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ſince the death of the Major, recurred to her 
recollection, as added to her fortitude, and 


e proceeded with an alacrity nothing but 


keen reſentment could inſpire, to pack. and 
arrange her cloaths for her departure. 

Mrs. Buhanun did not return till late, or 
rather early ; for it was day break when wy 

chaiſe entered the palace gates 

At noon,gwhen ſhe aroſe, her . maid pre- 
ſented Roſa's letter; ſhe lightly looked it 
over, but having to make up with Kattie, 
to dine out, to dreſs for an evening party, 
and ſome other affairs equally important, it 
was not likely ſhe ſhould attend to ſuch a trifle 
as paying debts; nor could ſhe indeed ſpare 
one half hour to ſce Doctor Cameron,“ 
though he ſent a card, to n it on _ 
cular huſineſs. * 2 
Roſa however ds, perſiſted ir in ow wee: 
fign, which, to avoid the tears of the two 
girls, ſhe did not ſpeak of to them ; neither, 
for obvyicus. reaſons, did ſhe * it to- 


. Cameron. 
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Mr. Frazer returned that evening to 
Edinburgh, and his-return was an event of 


conſequence to our heroine, for he brought 


her a franked packet from one whom her 


heart lamented, as its loſt or eſtranged part- 


ner, Miſs Elinor Bawiky ; and at the ſame 
time Mrs. Buhanun's maid delivered her a 
ſealed paper. from her miſtreſs; but had 
| Roſa been ſure it contained a bank note, 


for all the little debts of which ſhe ſtood 


in ſo much need, it had been at this 
moment diſregarded. She held in her trem- 


bling hand proof ſhe was ſtill remembered 


and ſtill loved by the friend of her early years; 


ſhe kiſſed the well known ſeal, and tearing 


off the cover, began to peruſe the welcome 

characters of her dear Elinor's writing. The 
firſt lines were of an import that induced her 
to retire to her own chamber, and we truſt 


owe 
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th My dearef Roſe, 


ce If you conclude your Elinor has, or 
ever can forget and ceaſe to love you, you 
are not Juſt ; though I have not wrote to 
you a long while, I think of you every 


moment. Very ſtrange things have hap- 


pened to me, which I have no patience to 
- write about, ſo your Betty muſt do it for me, 
who is now my maid, and you muſt forgive 
me. Aſter all, as I often thought, old 


' Croak is not my uncle, nor Mrs. Bawſky my 


aunt. I am taken to a fine caſtle, where I 
can never feel myſelf at eaſe ; but I cant write 
about that; two ſecrets I cant truſt Betty 
with, is all I think of. This opens the firſt ſe- 
- cretz® poor Jack is not now my couſin or 
my brgther, but J feel, I pity, and love him 
as much as if he was both; and here I am, 
taken home by a lady who tells every body 
I am her niece, but in private cries and em- 
- braces me, and ſays, I am her own; ſo that 

cannot help underſtanding I really am her 


daughter; and * Is the firſt ſecret, This 
5 , 3 cc lady 
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ct lady mother,” as poor Juliet in the play 
ſays, is the very ſame lady you and I, or at 
leaſt I, ſaw hugging your old Major fo, the 
night before you left town; and the 
remembrance of that ſcene is always in my 
head when ſhe talks, which ſhe does, as well 
as governeſs Harley, on virtue and honour ; 
and it really does ſo let her down in my opi- 
nion, that I am afraid of my life, to give her 
a hint of it; ſo, though ſhe is very indulgent, 
I dare not mention you, for fear it ſhould lead 
to a diſcovery z for to be ſure it muſt be a 
| ſhocking thing for a mother to believe her 
child knows of her ill actions; and to tell 
you the truth, from what I then ſaw, if ſhe 
did not a hundred times a day cry about my 
father, who ſhe always ſays has been long 
dead, I ſhould fancy your ugly old Major 
was him; however, if I am, as I ſuſ- 


| pect, her daughter, and not her niece, I muſt - 
be to her what every body ſaid I was to Mrs. 


Bawſky; for ſhe has but juſt buried her huſ- 
band, who was a lord, All this i is dan odd, 
but tis too true. ; 
And now Roſa, dear Roſa, 15 am 
come to che ſecond ſecret, which I hope 


5 . > 
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you will never diſcloſe to fiend nor. ſob; & 
need not give you a charge indeed that I 
know, but I am really afraid to tell it myſelf: 
oh dear! what ſignifies having a heap of ſer- 
vants more than one can employ, or living in 
gilt chambers, or riding about in coroneted 
coaches? we touch nothing here but what has a 
coronet on it; but they may talk of crowns as 
they will, Jam ſure there is no enchantment in 
them; they cure no heart achs; but this is 
not the ſecret, and indeed ] bluſh to ſay what 
is. Oh Roſal if you were with me. you 
would not only tell me what T myſelf know 
is right, but you would ſo encourage me by 
your example, and fo awe me by your good- 
neſs, that I ſhould be able to do right as well 
as to know it. This is then the caſe : 

„ Poor Jacky Croak, who was, poor fellow, 
always beat about by the old Doctor. Iam glad 
I] owe bim no duty however;—you know all 
about his uncle's taking him, and what a good 
lad he was. Well, when 1 found old Croak 
was fo unnatural, and did not care what be- 
came of poor Jackey, after you was gone, I 
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perſuaded him to run away from the farmer 
Doctor, and gave him all the money I could 
ſave, to put himſelf to ſchool; and tien, when 
he came to Penry I uſed to ſee his copies, 
and you cant think how well he learned, and 
it was ſuch a pleaſure to me. Well, Roſa, 
this is over, and ſo it is needleſs to repeat 
it; but in the midſt of all comes a fine 
coach, with this ſame lady in it, and put 
Croak to his wit's end; for he had received, 
| don' t know-how many thouſand pound. for. 
me, which h he had, all taken himſelf, building 
and buying! houſes, and purchaſing the bulineſs . 
in Walbrook, which you know was very, 
bad ; for, as my lady ſaid, the intereſt was 
enough; and if ſhe had died before her lord, 
I mult have been as poor. as poor Jacky. If 
indeed he had taken. care of his. own ſon, and 
made a gentleman of him, that would 
have been but natural. Well, my dear, dear 3 
Roſa, I had no time to ſend a note to, 
Jack, and . was ſo confounded 1 
did not think of it. My lady, after 
, faying a great deal to Croak, who looked 
VOL, 111. H 1 
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like a ghoſt, took me away to a fine houſe, 
where the greens in the ſquare was all that 


could be familiar to my ideas; for thou 
I uſed to viſit the Muſhrooms, and our houſe 


in Walbrook was very large, I neverſaw any 
thing compared to it. Fol! 


The moment 1 ſaw my hay? T knew 
her; but thinking ſhe came to ſay ſomething 
of you, I did not ſpeak ; and after I found 
how it really was, I dared not. Ah! Roſa, 
you are happy,—you cant conceive half what 
I feel. I really fretted all my colour away, 


and my lady begged me to walk in the 
ſquare. 


de I had ſeen a ſhabby. ON ofa 9 


With a flapped hat, very often looking up at 


our houſe, but I ſuſpected nothing for all 
that; but as I was walking in this ſquare, 


two tall footmen waiting for 'me at the gate, 


I faw the ſame young man, and if you'll be- 
lieve we, going quite cloſe, 1 perceived it 
was Jackey Croak. Well, 1 thought I 
ſhould have fainted; Betty had gone 
4 1 My oO 
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with my leave, to buy | her a new hat, and no- 


body was near, fo I could not help ſtopping 


to ſpeak to the poor lad; and he cried very 


much, and faid he had no friend but me; and 


we both cried; and in a minute or two I hap- 
pened to look at my fine watch, and behold 1 
had ftood talking above th ree hours, and the 
misfortune was, my lady looking out, wonder- 
ing what detained me, ſaw I was ſpeaking to 4 
poor man ; and ſhe talked a great deal, and 
believe very well, on the regard I ought to 
have to my high blood; but my heart was 


ready to break, and has been ever ſince; but 


the worſt is to come; for we went from town 


| to Bath, and there two or three times I ow 


poor Jack; and then we travelled, I believe, 
the whole kingdom over, till we came here; 
and the firſt day we dined in the eating room, 
for my lady, who has not ſtrong health or 


ſpirits, dined in her dreſſing room a week; 


but the firſt perſon I ſaw among the foot- 
men was Jack, in a new livery, and really 
you cant think how well he looked ; well, I 
dont know how I got to my ſear, bur I felt 


my face like on fire. Betty, by great good 


H 2 luck 
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| luck, never goes into the ſervant's hall, ſo 
the has not yet found him out; but Jam ſo 
| frightened for, fear of diſcovery, and ſo diſ- 


treſſed I cant take notice of poor Jackey, 
Seek often ſee his eyes, like my own, red 


with weeping, that I Can neither eat nor ſleep. 


You ſee, wy dear good, Roſa, what a hard 
taſk I have. Sure it looks Proud and un- 


grateful not to ſpeak to a poor lad Who was 


my play fellow, and ſo ill-uſed by his odious 
father ; but then ſure 1 it would be wicked in 


me to bring a diſgrace on my lady, who is 


very kind to me. Ah Roſa, if you 467 EN 


be 4 3 


here, you, would point to the happy me- 
| dium you 0 often talked of, for want of which 


1 believe T ſhall die ; y however that I will 
do, before 1 take a fingle ſtep. without your 
advice. My mind was ſo unſertled when 


T was in London, 1 could not write to you, 


and fince we left it I. was ; afraid of your addreſs 


| being ſeen; for my lady muſt not know all we 


know; but Betty is going to viſit ſome peo- 
ple ſhe knows at a neighbouring lords, and | 
will ſend this letter from thence, . , 
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cc Pb Betty. is in her old way, full 
of nonſenſe ; but T have bid her write you 
all the particulars I cannot; for to tell you 
the real truth, though I hate Doctor Croak, 
and cant bear Mrs. Bawſky, I wiſh for no- 
thing ſo much as to ſee you, and return to 
Penry, which J think would do me more 
good than the aſſes milk x poor Jackey brings 
to my anti- chamber door « every day. Adieu, 
my own Roſa ; don't fail to write to me, and 
love your poor 1 | 


ELINOR.“ 


1 


Wich this letter came the ona from 
Mrs, . Brown. | 


T1 


« Mz der mis roſa, 


e bot i ſoposyou er now miſtris roſa, for t - 
ard at mi lord gantlet your maſtur his ded, 
an you wets on is ledy an er dowter, wi niver 
a fardin to bles yourſelf; bot ouſiver i wad nat 
tel mis eliner ſo, becaws pore ledy ſhe fretsenow | 
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aredy.. we. dunt abof haf lik this eer grut 
Kaſcl; ſor mĩ part i ham friten to deth a nit, 
thof tis de ſunt enut a dais, an a waſt fin per- 
ſpec we haf out of the ouſkipers rome vinder 
hal over the parc han gardins quit hum to 

the gunter ows. for you be to no we har to 
move to gunter ouſe, whitch es kald the litel 
Kaſel has mi ledes ſun in la muſt he v the grut 
Kaſel hal to is ſelf, bot lord elp you ow ſhud 


you no ani thing abut lords, an gunter, and 


Kaſels, but ouſiver liv han larn ſai hi, an to 
be ſhor i av ad mi ſher of ſorrer, ater 
kipen a os of mi one to be foſed to go to 

farwiſe, vel wus luk now beter nither tim, ſo 
mis eliner bid me rite becaws ſhe nos I kan 
andle a pin wery deſunt; for ater you vent to 


ſkotlun witch the ſai his a develdidch ples has 


ever god mad, not ſo mutch as a buſh or a 
bramble to dri cloth hon, I vent to han efnen 
Kole an ſo kep hup mi larnin. 

d wen land han munni bis gon ban 1 
ſpent then larnin his muſt hekſellent, mis ele- 
ner his in a pore ſickly. wai pore der, ſhe frets 


er penri, bad ſartanly that his the gardin of 
heden; 


*** 
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hedeni; bot then you no mis, heden ſignefes 


nothin, if belſebob gits ther, ſo mutch hen 


wy han ſlender, to think hof mi karaktor 
to be deſpurſed by a paſel of rif rat, as kant 
red nor rite, wen i vas has hinoſunt has the 
baby unborn, han nobodi noſe wat I lede 


hunder, and hal for wat, bot becaws mi art 


was not ard, han thats vel non, for i niver 
grutched heny think to ples no bodi, not i, 
heven to waſhen a pore bagar gurl, has you no 
miſtres roſa; han has to that por hingrant man 
John Brown mi uſben, wy god noſe i ad enuf 


of im, han i ſhant wete mor then ſefen eer, 


for then hour ſtuart ſes hi ma mary, han ſo 
ples god hi ſhal wen the rit man cums, has our 


ſtuart ſes, han ſo i tel mis elener; pore ſole, ſne 
kant laf like me, for i av gut mi color agen has 
freſh has a ros, but her we cee nuthen wuth luken 


hat; for has to lords han ledes, han them ſort 
hof kattel, wi god ee noſe thai ar nuthen in 
this bleſſed wurld bot a paſel of ſhabroon 
giſt to luk at; nuthen bot lung ſhambling 
legs athout a bit of naturalneſs in em, thin 
bodies, yeller faces, han crup pales, then has 

| W + to 
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— 20 the ledes wi clo ar nobode ; ; then has to 


them ther penri foke tauken of mi pore 
maſtur, the blackamur kurnel; wat wuld thai 
ſai ef thai ard our ſtuart, han Wallet, han 
owſkeper, han ledis woman, tauk hof duches 
han conteſes, han ledis has thai noſe, wi lord 
tood mak ther air ſtan an ind; ouſever i al- 
ves olds mi tung becaws ĩ gut nuthen to ſai; 
not bot the ſitee ledis noſe a think or too, bot 
then has hour ſtuart ſes, wat be thai bot ble- 
bens; bot hal this his gibreeſn to you, han far- 
ten bad enuf to parſons who dun no lif, ouſ 
ever mis «lener, por ſole, was burn a parſon 
of kality, mors the peete, han ſpilld hin the 
maken, ſo you be to no wun dai a koch ban 
fore cum to penry, jiſt as my rumy tricks wa 
kured, an mis elener tuk me to wet on her; 
ſo a ledy, a veri anſum ledy too haxed to ſpek 
to hour dokter, ould Croak, god forgive me 

for lafen, wen i ſeed im ater the ledy cum 
hout oſ hes rome, he luked for all the wurld 
lik ould Madam Bawſkys flannin gellibag, 
ouſiver we inſpected nuthen ; wel; han fo the 
ledy cried fit to brek her art, and luked at 
©7 | ; - Þ 1 | por 
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por mis elener gift the ſame as ef ſhe: was 


gwain to et er, ſo then the Doctor was hal 
over of a tremblaſhon, han he fetched 2 bit of 
an owld bed quilt, abot as beg as mi and, 
then the ledy cried agen han kiſt mis elener, 


han ſed ſhe was er brother's child, han her 


mama dide in child burth han er papa was 

killed by the ſalfages, han Dokter Croak was 
onli er nus han, ſartan hal the foks hat penri ſes 
has hes an ould woman, to be ſhor i arkened, 
giſt to eer what i kud of my ledy, bot ſhor 
enuf if ould Croak was to lus hal the fethers 
that his not his on i belef he wuld be bar enuf 
han not huf han ding ſarwants that has kep a 
ows of ther one, ouſiver ef mis elener noſe eny 
think abot et i never tould er, the ledy grod 
monſtros angerd with the Dokter han 
ſo he ſneveled, a pore ſneken feller, han 
Madam Bauſky pretended as ſhe noed nuthen 


o the matter; ſo we pakd hup hour hals han | 
gumpd hinto the koch han fore, han hal the 


farwants beafed moſt perſpective to me, i 


| kant ſai bot wat they did han do, for tho mis 
_ elener tould me not to ſai a wurd abot forma! ũ 


. times, 


— 
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times, hit kud be no arm giſt to let em no as 
ad been a owſekeper myſelf, bot has to the 
blackmur kurnel, or John Brown being a 
fowger, wi that for farten would not be cre- 
dibility to ex nor me, ſo i never did, and has 
to Dr. Croak cheten mi ledy thats nuthen hat 
Hal, for we dos that all dai lung han bal nit 
100, mi ledis ſarwants har hal very credibi- 
ey piple bot than wun ſarvant muſt do lik 
anuther has i ſopus you no, ſo we bin 
to lunun, not a bit lik walbruk, nor wer 
maſtur han we Judged, bot ſitch a ples 
you wud bles yourſelf, than we went to 
Bath, mi ledy han mis in the koch, han us- 
ledia mades in a puſt chay ater, han ſitch a 
trance of ſarwants hal in black lik a berrin ;. 
por ledy ſhe waked up to er ers in ot bilin- 


| water, has i did befor er, ſo then we komd. 


ere. So this is the ole ſtory as mis elener 
orderd/me to rite, ſo no more from ee 
| _ * tel det N 9022 ff ; 


. BROWN.“ 


N. B. 


TRE BEGGAR GIRL. 155 
N. B. Ples when you rite anſer to mis 
elener to tak no notis as i ſes eni thiak about 
eni n bot er ere tothe —_— | | 


P. S. 3 Were 4 e mala 
Jack Croak wil fartenli cum to the galles 
ater hal for i fartenli ſeed im wagabundin at 
Bath, i fopus has ts unkel as torned im out 
of dors has is father dun before han ma- 
dam Bawſky ded ſhur enuf ſai has go has 
he SO cum to be Las 5 


Mrs. Buhanun and all Scotland was at the 
finiſhing of the two letters as much out of 
Roſa's recollection as if they had not been 
in exiſtence. Betty was, as Elinor ſaid, un- 
changeable, her reſpect ever varying with 
local circumftance; but the concert and. 
pertnefs of her letter would have been 
more amufing than offenfive, had not Roſa's 
heart been pre- occupied by the ſimple good - 
neſs, the paſſion, the diſtre ſs, and the inte- 


reſting ſituation of her young TRE 
H 6 3 


— 


— 2 - — 
* © 


556 | THE) BEGOAR E- 
The part of her letter reſpecting the lady | 


the on ſuch juſt ground ſuſpected to be her 
Elinor's caution was certainly a prudent one; 


_ a letter addreſſed to Caſtle Gowrand, at Ma- 


and confounded Rota, 


jor Buhanun s, mult alarm her, be the my 
tery. of her conduct, on the evening when ſhe 


paid him ſo affecting a viſit What it would, 


a myſtery there certainly was, and except de- 


veloped by. herſelf, every alluſion to it from 
Elinor muſt be painful. 


Roſa well knew the ſtrong — hub. 
fiſting between young Croak and Elinor, but 
as her being the Doctor's natural daughter, 


Was a received opinion, and as his indif- 
ference, not to ſay hatred of his ſon, Was, uni- 


verſally known, ſhe had always encouraged 


it as a fortunate biaſs in favour of a youth 


whom every body pitied ʒ but an affection 
ſo firmly rooted in two young minds, ſubſiſt- 


ing after the diſcovery of their not being re- 


lated, was a matter of the utmoſt i e f 
abe and to their [I 6 
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She felt for the peace and honour of her 
friend, and for that of the newly diſcovered 
relations, who muſt exceedingly regret an at- 
tachment ſo much beneath them, although 
ſo nearly approximating to the early impreſ- 
* ons of both the young people. 

© Ah!” ſaid Roſa, © it was ſurely my 
Elinor's good genius that warned me to leave 
Scotland; ; yes, I will inſtantly and finally fix 
my return; my poor Elinor ſtands in need 
of advice and conſolation; heaven grant 
it may be in my humble power to aclminiter 
bots 

And then Mrs. Buhanun's debt, her own 
empty purſe, and two or, three diſcouraging 
et cetras recurring to her memory, ſhe open- 
ed the letter left by chat lady s ſervant. It was a 
blank envelope, containing incloſures of ſuf- | 
kicien! PORTIA to begin a freſh chapter | 


CHAP. VL. 


* which he Beggar 88 to o look like what bei is, | 
« The heroine of a novel,” as her difireſſes en- 
creaſe, and her lovers multiply. 


Mas. 1 BUHANUN's grſt re 
was a bill for board and lodging, from the 
time of Roſa's firſt arrival at Caſtle Gow- 


- rand, to that of the Major's death, writ- 
ten ina lawyer like hand, with the expences 
of the journey from London, and the car- 

riage of her baggage by ſea to Dundee, and 
by land from thence to Caſtle Gowrand, to 
which was alſo added the expence of her 

carriage to Edigborgh, | in the joint name of 
* executors. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, another bill for board, lodging, 


and all incidental expences from the time of 


the Major's death to the preſent day; this 
in Mrs. Buhanun's name; making the bak 
lance againſt her, after allowing her memo- 


randum of caſt advanced to and for the 
family, forty-nine pounds to the aſſets, and 


ſeventeen pounds to Mrs. Buhanun. 

Roſa dropped the papers, and fat down a 
living ſtatue ; but after ſome time, having 
read and re-read the account, ſhe at once 
comprehended the predicament i in which i ic. 
placed her. 

The Major had often- acids to 1 


in that country he choſe to conceal her real 
circumſtance which indeed he had put it 
out of the poſſibility of any event to INE 
without her concurrenee. 

As governeſs to his PIPE OR Mis. * 
hanun 000 and would be her tyrant. As. 
an independent inmate of his houſe, with 
claims on his protection, ſhe would he faid 


de at leaſt treated with civility, This con- 


E duct, 


at knſing as he did the littleneſs of Mrs. 
 Buhanyn's mind, and the force of prejudice 
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duct, which perhaps did not owe its "OLA 
more to kindneſs, than the obſtinate idea he 
would indulge, in ſpite even of Roſa's poſi- 
tive declarations to the contrary, that the 
meanneſs of her ſtate when taken under his 
nephew's protection, was the effect ofa com- 
bination of myſteries which time would deve- 
lope, and that ſooner or later her blood would 
be proved to be as ſuperior as her wo 
mind, and manners. 

As Roſa would not, could not doubt the 
voice of truth, what was her amazement, 
when again recurring to the accounts, ſhe 
faw, inſtead of Mifs Roſa Buhanan,” the 
name ſhe had been known by A > Maſi 5 
e Roſa Wilkins.“ 

How her real name, to the diſcovery of 
which muft have been annexed the diſgrace- 
ful anecdotes of her hiſtory, came thus known 
to people who wanted not inclination to 
' mortify and humble her, to the full extent 

of their abilities, was a myſtery which 
— equally grieved and amazed her. 
Had they opened Elinor's letter? She 
looked for the cover, but. recollected ſhe had 

; bn 


- 
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in the firſt tranſports of her joy dropped 
it in the ſitting room ; again ſhe ran over 


the letter; it did not contain a ſyllable that 


could lead to a diſcovery of her origin 
nor could the low hints of former tranſ- 
actions, ſcattered through Betty's ſcrawl, 
be underſtood by any one, not before ac- 
quainted withe:: the events to, * r 
alli ded. - 1 ai 

- Every pain 50 chi ebene bite 
been charged to her, was accompanied 
by freſh matter of ſurpriſe and vexation— 
ſhe had rode in Dr. Cameron's chaiſe 
from Cuſtle Gowrand to Edinburgh yet 
here was che chaiſe hire charged againſt her- 
could: this be? could Dr. Cameron be 4 
party in ſo mean a tranſaction? he whoſe 
reluctant lips never ſevered but to utter ſen- 
timents of candour: and generofity—could 
a man who ſpolte fo: little and ſo well, be an 
impoſtor ? Tet would they dare fix his 
name on record to: an =_ he 5 not a 
or would not avow. Þ 597 0] 4 DG 
Siddy with eee e nada ore con- : 
. ſick at heart, and her 


n | temples 
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temples beating with the head-ach, ſhe ſought 
in the open air a relief from oppreſſion both 
of mind and body, and almoſt inſenſible of 
the path ſhe took, found herſelf alone on the 
ſummit of the Calton. 
The bright canopy of heaven) with its 
Pn undifturbed by the movement of a 
ſingle cloud; the beautiful landſcape in the 
| higheſt perfection of luxuriant beauty; the 
| ſmooth Forth gliding in filent majeſty along, 
between the ſhires of Fife and Lothian, 
bearing on its tranſparent boſom. innumerable 
barks okcommerce and of pleaſure; the brown 
highlands rearing their ſtately tops above the 
clouds, and the wide expanſe of ooean, on 
which the diſtant fail ſcarce ſeemed to move, 
were objects which — n and 
that ee eee of! ll the ae | 
ol excatednature ; chat aw ful gratitude to the 
mercy who amid myriads of wonders, and 
boundleſs power, held in his even hand the 
fate of millions and millions; who with equal 
: ww can raiſe the aul. to regal * 
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and level regal greatneſs with duſt; who, with 
all nature under his piercing. eye, ſupplies 
the wants of the meaneſt reptile, which only 
can raiſe the ſoul above the . of mortal 
| events. e 3 
The ſerenity, 1 of mi and for: 
titude, which were characteriſtic traits in her 
diſpoſition, returned — . Well.“ ſaid ſhe; - 
* they have diſcovered my misfortunes, how, 
he who inflicted them only knows; but no 
art, no penetration, no accident, nor the beſt 
concerted ſcheme the wiſdom of man could 
invent, can attach en 2 to nn in- 
herent poverty. - 5 
« Lam poor—1 am miſerable—it Hi return 
to the wretched ſtate from which my patron 
took me, yet is my mind unfettered by baſe 
or grovelling ſentiments ; it is uncontami- 
nated by the vicious propenſities of the 
miſerable parent who abandoned me.— I can- 
not convey the conſciouſneſs of my rectitude 
into the boſoms of others, but I may dare 
appeal to that azure ſky, from whence even 
now the beatified eye of my protector may 
watch my forlorn unfriended ſteps; the 
„ 300 
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good Major too; Ah! if to the evoking 


# 


bleſſings reſerved for the righteous, be added 


the power of recognition; if they are per- 


mitted to commune; and if they ſee into 


every wiſh, purport, and ſentiment of the 
| foul, which learned under their pure example, 


to do juſtice and love virtue, will not, Oh! 
will not, their united prayers prevail! 
This was a ſudden enthuſiafm, but it cheer- 
ec and re- aſſured her it was not only the 
ſpirits of the Colonel and the Major that ſhe 


perſuaded herſelf ſtill protected her, Mrs. 
Walſingham made a third, who in her glow- 
ing imagination looked down with compla- 
danem dn ber it 8 

her ſituation. 


c ce, and com See e on 


„% The world,“ ſaid wa; ce jg to me Ike 


| che ſpot on which I now tread ; the heavens 
my 


only certain covering, and ſome little 
ſpot from which J may at a diſtance view the 
buſy haunts of men, my reſting place; for 


how ſhall I dare to mix in a world where 


even ſuch men as Doctor Cameron prove 
mere 1 15 _ Om un to bas | 


92113 ; $4. 


Tete | 
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Theſe were her reflections as ſhe traverſed 
the heart-enlivening ſummit of the Calton ; 
but the ſun; which ſet in all its glory, whole 
azure tints, no longer reflected a bright 
refulgence on the vivid green of the landſcape, 
and the gently lavings of the receding ocean, 
warned her of the danger of a too late ſtay in 
a place ſo unfrequented; her heart again 
ſickened, and as ſhe turned back her reluc- 


tant ſteps, all the vr ves ron of der ſlituation | 


recurred to her mind. 5 | 
Doctor Cameron! ak! 1 e he _ * 


ſo cruel -as to rob himſelf of her eſteem, of 


her confidence! to whom, in a country where, 


abſolute ſtranger, could ſhe now apply for 
advice, for aſſiſtance, for the ſhelter _ of 


one night? Bd en 3 


Mrs. B ohanun coulda not a ee to Kine ; 
taken pains to diſcover her misfortunes with 
out ſome end in view; nor would ſhe have 
adopted ſuch a method of making thoſe diſ- 
coveries known to _y had ſhe meant to en; 
cat e Mgt » FO 1 1 T eee 


* 
* K —— 
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She had it in her power to charge her 
| _ duplicity; with entering her houſe i in a 
_ Character. to which ſhe had no right; yes, 
Mrs. Buhanun might, and no doubt ſhe 
would, repreſent her as an impoſtor; 
: her report would be heard and believed 
when all a poor ſtranger could urge, in de- 
fence of truth, againſt probability, would be 
diſregarded or treated with contempt. The 
heart that would have warmed in her behalf, 
the tongue that only could have explained 
her motives, and juſtified her act, or rather his 
_ Own, were for ever cold and filent. 

She was literally pennyleſs ; foe FP 
wanted d power to fly from that odium ſure 40 
fall on the character of a poor impoſtor, 
which ſne ſtill more wanted confidence to meet. 
On her return to the palace, her involun- 
tary ſteps led to the room where ſne had la- 
boured ſo many weary hours; dull as it had 
hitherto appeared, it was now a frightful de- 
ſert; here was no romping Emma nor noiſy 


Jeſſy the children were removed from con- 


tamination; a ſingle light was brought in and 
| ſer « ona table near the unfiniſhed dreſs, by a 
3 wench 
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vench from the Orkneys, who drudged un- 
der the cook, and whoſe barbarous language 
it was impoſſible: for her to underſtand, had 
ſhe not FOR left the dreary _—_ | 


ment. 


impo Mble. 


No plan appeared to her ſo feaſible as 0 


ſolicit an interview with Mrs. Buhanun; to 


explain every circumſtance antecedent to the 
Major's death, and requeſt, fince ſhe was al- 
ready fo deep in debt, a further advance, 
ſufficient to carry her to London, for 


which and her account, her grand piano, 


Gowrand, mould be l 


8 


F 


tion, to ſuch a woman ; ; had Mrs, Bubanun 
1 been | 


* 


RNoſa Wobed wa hel heart ſwelled ; 
tears happily” relieved her; to bear this 
treatment was dreadful, to forbear it almoſt. 


which coft one hundred pounds, and her 
French harp, which coſt ' ninety, beſides a 
great deal of muſic, and the principal part of 
her wardrobe, all of which were at Caſtle 
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been as poor and deſolate" as the old creature 
whoſe white hairs were drenched in rain on 
the ſtone by the burn ſide, Roſa could have 
| ſtooped to the earth, becauſe ſimple poverty 
was not in her coupled with vain glorious 
pride, and local vanity; but a ſecond 
ought Sheet his 8 for favour 


J 


"Els in ri Kanes; ; nor a her 
tongue to ſpeak a language her heart did 
not fanction; -the would not aſk. to; ſee. a wo- 
man the never loved, and could not Ae 
ſhe would write a mere letter of buſineſs. 
Mrs. Buhanun was not at home, ee 
- having ſcratched a few lines, and given it the 
Orkney wench, for her miſtreſs, the implored 
the protection of heaven, and laying down on 
the lap of i innocence, en an hour r hter than 
her uſual. time. = Os 105 
1 her rifing he fund's an open Too on 
che table. 0 
« Mrs. augen hag nothing x to 5 on a 
ſu uöbjeck which principally concerned the e Exe. 
cutors; with reſpect to her own debt, had 


not the whole tranſaction been attended with 
P es | 


* ; 
* 
g * 
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"thi many aggravating cirou mſtances, ſhe would 
not have, e. to the Fre accom- 
ö e 
Fm 4 158 to the executor £29 
would apply, not to Dr. Cameron, him the de- 
ſpiſed too much, to hold a moment's conver- 
ſation with; but to Mr. Frazer, a man, in 
her opinion, ſo totally inſignificant, ſhe hardly 
knew his perſon, and as to his mind, he might 
be a Solomon, or an lie, for any thing ſhe 
had known or care. 5 
Her card requeſting the 1 of ſceing | 
Mr. Frazer, was anſwered from Mrs. Buhanun' "x 
drawing room, he waited her commands,” 
and with an impenetrable ſettled countenance, - 
after ſetting a chair for her with great 
ceremony, he ſeated himſelf in an attitude of 
: grave attention, which had the effect, no doubt, 
intended; for Roſa, with all the ſtrength of 
mind, conſcious honor and unprovoked in- 
jury could inſpire, was embarraſſed ; 3 [after 2 
moment's: recollection, however, ſhe; recovery 
ed; and while Mr. Frazer played wich his 
| Inuif box with a moſt provoking; non-cha- 
: lence, ſubmitted tog him the, propoſals 
vo. III. I _ 28 
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for liquidating the debt "demanded "of b her, - 
which the neither denied nor 1 
| ſhe had before offered to Mrs. Buhanun, 


Mr. Frazer was amazed; ber unt 
Ber muſic! ſurely he muſt miſunderſtand her; 


if he knew any thing of his deceaſed friend, 
he would not have burthened the property 
of a perſon, (the! muſt pardon him) in her 


ſituation, for the uſe of his childen; he hum- 
bly conceived the inſtruments to be the abſo- 


lute property of the Major, and under that 
claim the protempore right of his amiable 


widow; as ſuch he had inventoried them, 


which ſhe would obſerve he was authoriſed to 


do, not only by his worthy brother executor, 
but by the Major's will, which expreſsly be- 
queathed to his wife, till his youngeſt daugh- 
ter came of age, all the property and furni- 
ture e of e Orang, as it N at dhe 


"Roſa, Pride to her n Caſtle 
Gowrand, having, with a preſentiment ſne 
fhould return there no more, ſeen her inſtru- 


ments and muſic replaced in the packing 


Caſes ag the ama altered, 1. putting 


London 


my wy 


c. 


＋ 
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0\ 
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| London where Dundee had been, i in the face 
of the whole houſe, and in the preſence of 
Mrs. Buhanun herſelf, well knew that lady 
had then no idea they were not her WO 


right. 


the now indignant Roſa, © thoſe things are 
not mine? 1 


Mr. Frazer's eye fell ce Mrs. Buhanun's | 
injuries had been ſuch, and ſhe was ſo much | 


affected by them, he could not think of e 


ing to her on the ſubject.” 
E Injuries! Mr. Frazer; Mrs. Buhanun's 8 


injuries! who has injured her? but what is 
that to me ? her injuries, if indeed ſhe has 
any to complain of, can have no reference to 
me, or my affairs?“ N | 
« Perhaps Mrs. a—a Wilkins, the intro- 


ducing an adventreſs of your deſcription (you 


muſt pardon me) under the roof of a woman 


of character, as a companion to her daughter, . 


may not ſtrike you, as I confeſs it does me. 


Ah, my poor friend ! how did one dark trait 


over ſhadow his fair character ! 36 - 


5 FTW 


* Will Mrs. Buhanun ſay ER ſaid = 


— 


1 THE rc GIRL. 


Roſa's heart ſprung to her eyes at the apol. 
trophe to the Major; ſhe could not but 
hold ſo mean a conſpiracy not only to de- 
fraud but to diſtreſs her in contempt, 
and never before did a little proud beggar 
throw ſo much ſcorn into a beautiful coun- 


tenance. 
« You will "A well, Sir,” faid ſhe, «© to 


leave a name and character you dare not 
openly impeach, and cannot even covertly 
injure, out of this converſation.” | 

« And why fo, Mrs. a—a W ilkins?“ 
. W hy, Mr. Frazer, becauſe if may pro- 
voFe compariſons too humiliating both to 
the dead, and to the living. 

ERoſa was unconſcious of all the ſeverity of 
her irony. Mr. Frazer opened the box he 
had been twirling round and round with ex- 
treme velocity, and applying a large portion 
of its contents to his TOTO if the had 
any thing more to ſay ?. th 
c Only this,” replied ſhe; «© you have 

made me a debtor to a large antes 
to me, who am poor; you have deprived me 


of all the reſources I had to pay ; you mult 
ö have 
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have ſome end to anſwer ; have the goodneſs 
now to inform me what is the next ſtep you 
will chuſe, or I ſhall be obliged to take.” 


Mrs. Buhanuh will, I dare ſay.” 


% will not treat with Mrs. Buhanun.“ 
Mr. Frazer bowed. Doctor Cameron; "oi 
« Or with him either.” 
It was ſome ſuch an expreſſion of gloomy | 


malignant joy as now animated Mr. Frazer's 


countenance, that Milron had before his i 


mind's eye, when his 
| % Death 
o Grin d berrible a ghaſtly ſmile.” 


His ſatisfaction was with great difficulty re- 


preſſed; he applied another large portion of 


ſnuff to his noſtrils; and fearful leſt the un- 


ſuſpecting Roſa ſhould perceive the impor- 


tance of her ſpirited rejection of the inter- 
ference of his colleague, affected à fit of 
coughing, after which, © Not treat with 
Doctor Cameron!“ ſaid be, why, really 
Mrs. Wilkins, that is ſtrange, very ſtrange, 
and I am ſorry, I thought the Doctor had 
ou Tour particular ien 4 


13 ä „ Roſa 
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Roſa had thoyght ſo too; but ſhe was 
patnfully undeceived, and repeated her reſo- 
lution not to trouble him. | 

1 Why, certainly, Miſs Wilkins,” faid 


Mr. Frazer, in a ſmooth accent, you can- 
; not expect to remain here.” 


: cc Inceed ! . 


nw No, * Miſs Wilkins ; =" you 
will be.  ubliged to find ſecurity for the debt 
due to Major Buhanun's eſtate before you 
will be permitted to leave this 0 Miſs 


Wilkins.“ 


Roſa's heart was e too big for her 
boſom; ſhe ruſhed from the callous ſpeaker 
towards her old priſon; it was ſhur, and the 
packages we” hag made. AY all on 1 the out- 
hide: * 

Mr. Frazer followed; but let her enjoy all 
the effect of her ſurpriſe without interruption; 
ſhe would again have paſſed him, but he 
7 to Ga fix words. 73 5 


ce I 


— 
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„ have been conſidering, Miſs Wilkins,” 


faid the good Mr, Frazer, ©. how it will ex- 


poſe the-folly, and what a diſgrace it will be 
to the family of my deceaſed friend to have 
this matter made public, and therefore, as 
you ſay you wiſh to go ſouth, —if I could be 


certain you were in earneſt, rather than be 


obliged to proſecute you for an impoſtor, I 


would, out of my own pocket, pay . car- 


riage to York or Carliſle.” 


Mr. Frazer had over ſhot his mark; over 


cunning was, as uſual, under cunning; 
Roſa's ſoul was in tumults; with inflamed 
eye, burning, chteks, and burſting heart, ſhe 
dropped a deep ironi cal courtſy, and 
puſhed by him along the paſſage, down 
the ſtairs, hardly ſenſible where, or why ſhe 
was going, and was proceeding in the ſame 
abſent haſty way acroſs the quadrangle, when. 
Doctor Cameron ſtopped her, and with a 
mixture of pleaſure and ſurpriſe on his 
brow, 0 My dear Nit Buhanun, faid he, 
« how rejoiced | ; 
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9 It was not merely anger, it was in- 
dignation, nay more, if a beautiful counte- 
nance can expreſs more; that darted from 
Roſa'seyes, as ſhe tore her hand from Doctor 
ameron's graſp and ſhot out of the gates. 
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CHAP. VIE 

* My lord comes forward, forward let him comet 

« Yevulgar! at your peril give him room; 
He ſtands for fame on his forefather's feet, . 

« By heraldry prov'd valiant and diſereet; . 
„With what a decent pride he throws his eyes 

Above the man, by three deſcents leſs wiſe! 

« If virtues at his noble hand yoa craves ff 

« You bid him raiſe his father” s from his grave? 
Men ſhould preſs forwards i in tame's glorious chace, 
= | Nobles look backwards, and ſo loſe the nates"? lug 


Docros c: CAMERON, who had never, 
before ſeen the harmony of Roſs” s features diſ- 
turbed by any angry paſſion, was not more 
amazed than hurt ; conſcious of the ſacrifice. 
he was making of every dear and tender wiſh. 
of his heart, to her honour and intereſt, which ; 
he was at that inſtant purſuing ; he felt him 
ſelf poorly requited, and returned piqued to 
his own houſe, while the agitated Roſa pur- 
ſued her way, where ſhe had never before 
14 been, 


178 pur BOA ENTRY 
been, up the Cannongate to the High. ſtreet, 


and over the North- bridge toward Princeſs- 


& * ute 


ſtreet, totally -unconſcious: that Her Hurrying 
ſtep, elegant form, fine hair, and the part of 
her face, which was expoſed by the 
diſorder of her veil, attracted general obſer- 
vation, and e de. a. crowd! after 
her.. | 
It: now 3 but: two days ak he races, 


and Edinburgh never looks ſo gay, nor is it 


at any part of the year ſo full of. genteel com- 
pany as at that ſeaſon; the ſhops are well ſet 
off, the houſes new painted, and the ſtreets. 
thronged with faces full of expectancy and 


good humour; but nothing had powery to: 


divert Roſa's thoughts from what was paſ⸗ 
fing inwards, till finding herſelf” om a bridge, 
the” flopped, and looking round, was cover- 


 e& with confuſion to fee? herſelf in a crowd; 
the object of curioſity; and even purſued 


by a number of the fort of young men 


who ſwarm in every populous place, and 


ſeem” to be! created for no other purpoſe. 
than to fill up a vacant. ſpace in the world, 


and ann oy tho ſe who. add ſoul ta. the: Yollycs 
cxiſtence. 
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The high wind, of which Roſa was not 
aware, as ſhe turned her head,, blew off her 
bonnet, which being pinned to her bandeav;, 
all went over the bulluſtradoes together, and | 
left her face,, now ſhaded, and now expoſed, 
by. a .profuſion,of long hair,, which blewabout 
at the ſport of the wind., 8 4 
One gentleman flew after the bonnet; ano- 
ther offered his aſſiſtance to ſmooth the cheſ⸗ 
nut treſſes ; ſome aſſailed her with compli- 
ments, others. with jokes; and a third party, 
dy many the more numerous. obſerved her 
| with that Kind of under gaze, and whiſper- 
ing remarks, which is more embarraſſing: 
than either. 


4 


<P + © Oy TIE" 4 — av 3 


85 
8 


Out of breath with terror Py confuſi ion, 
in van ſhe endeavoured to defend her hair 
and cloaths from tlie wind, and to, eſeape the. 
people gathering from- every. avenue „ thoſe 
near, preſſing to ſee ſo beautiful a face, thoſe- 
at a. diſtance” enquiring what was to be ſeen. 
A young: woman, whoſe dreſs. was. only 
remarkable for its ſimplieity, on: whoſe fact* 
was blended the peculiar expreſſions of good: 
ſenſe and good humour, a ee Foy 
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The abſcne p precipitancy of ber eps bad 
rſt attracted this lady 8 obſervation, and the 
peculiar grace of her perſon, wich the fide 
ance of her charming face, excited an invo-. 
imac curioſity, which however muſt have 


_ 


Noppage « on the bridge; for Mrs. Steward 


#43: ry 3 4 


being © in the yay women wiſh to be who 
love their lords,” the bad not been able to 


13 13; 


keep pace with 1 and had quite loft fight 
of het, till approaching the bridge, ſhe again 

beheld her in the milt of the EW , with a a 
countenance, i in which cont F ton, diſtreſs, and 
agony were blended. : PIER - 8 


_ Roſa, ſcarce knowing what the, did, and 


totally ignorant of where the. Was, waited 


while a perſon, i in the habit ofa a gentleman, 1 ran 


x _ 1 


down Shakefpeare- ſquare. ſteps | under the 
bridge,* where the wind had _carried | her 
bonnet, which baving recovered, he "rectived 
from the bluſhing. girl, an acknowledging 


ks $5978 


| Senn, while s e tied i it es. r 


wp, # Tk 1114.9; Wu C1 7; 4 40 35 
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lt may be proper to inform the readers, "who hare, por 
* there 1 is or” under this * * 
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Preſuming on the ſervice he had rendered 
ber, and encouraged by the confuſion in 
which ſhe now ſtood, the wind blowing her. 
hair and cloaths about in all directions, 
the ſame gentleman offered to attend her 
home; the crowd, as he truly oblerved, 


were exceſſively impertinent, and as it would 


be very wrong in her to expoſe herſelf fur- 


ther to its annoyance; ſo, on the contrary, it 


would be very right in her to 2 A pou 


tection home. bi TO , 


Roſa was perfectly well diſpoſed | 


5 Rer rid 


of the erod, and relying: on the gentleman- 


like appearance of the perſon who ſo readily 
tecovered her | bonnet, and ſo frankly" offer- 
ed his protection, — ſituation 
not perhaps have rejected it, had ſhe not at 
that inſtant cen chat . per had 


no we . "9 0 N . 
% Come, my a N aid ”Y gentleman 


f Veith. —_ Ma n me to 


ben 


n 1 ſhe had ſtood: at 'a ſmall diſtance, 
watching every turn of Roſa's countenance, 


and thought if ſhe was not the molt innocent” 


17 


FT be pregnant lady was a abe of PO 
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it was the grrateſt counterfrit in che 
world. She happened to know the oblig- 
ing gentleman, whoſe, familiar officiouſ- 
neſs began to be very diſtreſſing to our 
heroine, which obſerving, I cannot,” ſaid: 
ſhe to herſcif, be deceived ; it is modeſt 
tertor that ſo. expreſſively mark thoſe fine 
features; ſhe heard an involuntary. ſigh; ſhe 
ſaw a tear on her cheek: ; there needed no, 
more ; Mrs. Steward advanced, and ſpeak- 
ing low, ſaid, © If you wiſh a rid of 
Tour company, come Wirth me.. oi £10.51 
Roſa looked up; the mild 1 of tha 
ſtranger were fixed on her face 3 Mrs. 
Steward's countenance, far inferior to our 
heroine in beauty, was not leſs intereſting or 
expreſſive; and let Cynics ſettle it how they 
will, there are kindred mind Roſa * * 
: arm under Mrs. Steward's. 
Moſt of the gazers of themodling class 
hom, Mrs. Steward, and to know was to re- 
ſpect her, and they dropped civil y.off ; theſus 


nerior Scotſmen are every way ſo; they did 
not affect to <ralc ba n 


* 
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Lord Lowder, the perſon who was thus 
prevented from. making acquaintance with 
a beautiful woman, was one of thoſe fe, 
very few, Scotſmen who. are. above or be- 
low character; he was a plain, ill made 
man, but was nevertheleſs as well. with him- 
ſelf as if he had been a perfect Adonis; he had 
made ſome noiſe inthe female world, that is, he 
had ruined the peace of a few families, and 
caſt a few. ignorant girls on the town for im- 
provement; he was a member af allthe gaming 
clubs in London; had. very faſhionably diſ 
ſipated a large perſonal fortune, and mort: 
gaged his paternal acres, but had. within the 
laſt w O years made all uꝑ by marrying a fine 
woman, for love of. ſixty thouſand pounds, 
got together ſome how or other by a rich 
father, to buy a title for his daughter. ES 

The. Counteſs . hated Lowder Houſe, ; ſo 
did the Earl, when ſhe was in it; yet though 
he had a. fine ſeat in right of his mother in the 
ſouth, and another in the north of England, 
at Lowder, ſhe muſt; pak : a month every ſums 
mer; not that his lordſhip troubled her, nor 


8 


- 
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thather ladyſhip deſired much of his agreeable 
company, but tokeepup the paternal eſtabliſh. 
ment was decent; ſo as my lord liked to be 
decent, and as he only required my lady 


| mould be decent one little month in the year, 
one little month the obliged him. 


How much am J obliged to you, my 


dear madam,” faid ROE, us Fey's were quict- 


ly walking on. 
Don't mention it, my Ait I am very 
happyl was able torender youany ſervice; you 


are not, I ſuppoſe, uſed to our high winds. 


Bleſs me! (ſeeing Lord Lowder had planted 


himielf at the regiſter office, watching them) 
ert there's that bad man, Lord Lowder; I am 


afraid he will be troubleſome to you; walk 


home with me, and Mr. Ste ward will after- 
2 take care of you.” outs & THC 5 


? 


" Rofa could not ſpeak her eine u iber 


entered a neat houſe on the Leith road, where 
à trop of fine children welcomed their mo- 
ther, WO having divided ſome 1 between 


men, auen me HIDES.” 
THAI: > Mr, 2 
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Mr. Steward was a good natured friendly 
man, younger in manners than years; blunt, | 
ſincere, and' open hearted: He was the only | 
fon of a gentleman of large fortune, in the 
north of England, without whoſe conſent he 
had married his amable wife. Old Mr. 
Steward and his wife loved their ſon a 
little, and themſelves a great deal; they al- 
lowed him an income to maintain his family, 
very inadequate to the fortune he was born 
to inherit, and to the encrealing demands of 
bis young family; but his amiable wife ſup- 
plied every deficiency by ſtrict economy and 
excellent management; while ſhe was a 
ſave to her family; it was her pride and plea- 
. fure, by dint of induſtry and ſtrict attention to 
every minutiæ of her domeſtic arrangement; 
- to keep up ſuch connexions as ſhould pre- 
| vent a young man, who had nothing to do, 
' from doing nothing; and by falling into idle 
company, become idle himſelf; ſhe was the 
beſt of wives, the moſt dutiful of daughters, 
the foßdeſt of OW n in n N 
an honour to ber ſex. 830 


When 
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When Roſa was ſeated, Mrs. Steward re- 
lated the adventure of the morning to her 
huſband, with proper comments on the rude- 
neſs of the men who had crowded round for 
no other purpoſe than to ſtare a modeſt Ms: 
wan out of countenance. 

Mr. Steward bluntly ſaid, he 14 apt; at all 
wonder at what had happened; if he had met 
that face, he a . 
: ape. - dil 901413401 903 03. STRUDIDEN 7 : 

20 Mes. Steward-ſmiled, hb faſcinating 
lofmck qualified. Hef WEI ber. 
Pliment. nn 583 
: Roſa was little in uh Wes in SHA 47 OY 
von; all her thoughts naturally reverted to 
her own fituation; providence had in a very 
critical moment thrown her on good people; | 
that. was a grand adyantage which-ſhe;deter- | 
minedſhe would not, if ſhe couldany way helpity | 
forego; a great part of the difficulty of applying 
to ſtrangers. for protection was done uy: by 
the benignity of Mrs. Steward mugner 
| heGtated,-wiped; the-chryſtal drop fro h 
- cheek ; heſitated again, my again. viped 
5 * C- 


f: N 5 
"7 8 
* 47 . * 


Mr. Sex was twice on he point of 1 
ing, but a glance from his oracle 1 
him. ioA 
Roſa at e in a . And has 
voice, aſked if Mrs. Steward could recaiti- 
mend co the houſe of an honeſt perſon, 
no matter how nnn, where ſhe me be 
received for two epthree days 4D 513; 
Mrs. Steward | naked: at der with aſtoniſh=. 
ment. # '8 : 
«3 ik Gd 1 i RG 2 ꝓ—5 ac- 
cent, you are not of this country; but a young 
perſon of your appearance to be walking out 
alone, unprotected and deſtitute of lodging, 
forgive wn - madam, it is FOO * "ſs 
ſtrange | 
8 replicd Roſa ce it i8 -inileed 
ſtrange, and yet ſo. true, that had I not been 
encouraged by your truly feminine goodnefs, 
0 what el might have endured be- 
fore I could ar re to doll: a ſtranger to believe 


— 
, 
ee 


Dada bre already proved your- 
* 5 1 


r 8 WR ws 
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not, Lam bold to iF 


| thank was ſack a Nite as ; ſtrict propri 


and bleſſed be king I may 560 ay" of gut | 
than the miſerable being wha——” 

Roſa had made a great Soak he could | 
not mrrt the dee e e 5 


that in high eſtimation in the circle where ſhe 


moved; ſhe dared not receive a young perſon 


into her own houſe, nor recommend her to 
another, with whoſe character and connexions | 


ſhe was unacquainted. | 


Mr. Steward, with all his wife's bene vo- 


lence, wanted her prudence; he wiped his 


eye, hummed a tune in very bad time, longed 
to ſay ſomerhing, but feared to do 1 and 
walked to the window. 5 
cc Is not that Lord Louder * aid be. 
Mrs. Steward ſaw it was. 
J am diſtreſſed for you, U aid 
ſhe ;/ © that libertine is on the "with for Mews N 
iR you are innocent, you—- . 6 
For mel on the ward * 
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And Roſa ran to the window, where ſhe 
encountered the gaze and bow of the perſon 
who had offered her his potions out of 
the crowd... lt. 

c Good: God! 157 e bene >a as 
What unknown, inſcrutable fate is my miſer- 
able exiſtence reſerved? what is there about 

me fo dreadful, that every area of my life - 
ſhould be marked by ſome new- diſtreſs ? 
Oh » Unhappy wretched mother! at laſt, at laſt, 
Jam again ſunk even below thy level; what 
hovel ſo wretched that would not at this mo- 
ment be an aſylum to me, if it protected me 
from the diſtreſs that purſues my miſerable 
ſteps; oh, madam! let meconureyou, give me 
ſhelter, fave me from inſult, only till Ican ſell my 
clothes, till I can leave this country, and re- 
turn to that where misfortune, though it may 
level me with the duſt, cannot brand me with 
infamy ; as you hope for female ſympathy, 
ſhould Four: own en need it, do notti 
deny me. c 5 12 
WAS Emer are your clothes? 0 aſked Mr. 
Steward. 72 N 23455 Doo 

ec Haw! 


n 75 7 4 c { 


— 


0 * | - THE BEGGAR GIRL. 


<< Here! here! and ſhe eagerly gave 
him one of Mrs. Buhanun's viſiting cards. 


Mrs. Buhanun! my. God!” culled 


Mrs. Steward; © you are her daughter; you 


are the beautiful Miſs Buhanun ; why have 


you left your mother ? how fortunate it was 


I met with you; I am your relation; my 


Father: is a Buhanun.” “ | | 
Roſa retreated from Mrs. Stewirt's of- 

fered embrace, and having briefly explained 

her late ſituation in the family, added, ſhe 


had left it in ſo unpleaſant a manner it was 


impoſſible for her to return. 

Mrs. Steward, though as ſhe Sid, a 
Buhanun, and acknowledged as a relation by 
the family, was in too humble a ſphere of life 
to be noticed by the widow ; but the conſe- 


quence of the ſtyle of extravagance and diſ- 
ſipatien in which that lady lived, and about 


which the fet with whom' ſhe aſſorted little 


knew or cared, was not only ſpoke of, but its 
effects foreſeen; tradeſmen would talk to 
writers, and writers to their friends, of peo- 
4s who I debts without ever think · 


-— > 


*% 
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ing al payment; and ſo Mrs. Ste ward knew 
perhaps more of the widow's derangements 
than ſhe did herſelf, and admired as ſhe was 
ingeneral, the Major's clan were alſo too much 
his partizans to reſpect her. | 
Mrs. Steward was very clanniſh; ſhe 
knew the domeſtic arrangements of every 
part of the family, and had heard of an ac- 
compliſhed young woman, who was ſuppoſed 
to be a natural daughter of ſome branch of ir, 
living at Caſtle Gowrand with the Major's 
daughters. As ready to receive any impreſ- 
ſions to the diſadvantage of a woman, whom, 
having been always reported to be inſenſible 
of the honour of marrying into the Buhanun 
family, ſne deſpiſed; astoimbibe contrary ones, 
in favor of a perſon ſhe felt much inclined to 
love; it was no hard matter to convince her, 
Mrs. Buhanun was always wrong; and Mr. 
Steward, by her deſire, ordered a couple of 
chairmen to follow him to Holy-Rood- Houſe, 
whither he carried an order from Roſa for 
her trunks. 70 . 0 


*. e Cameron had twice ſolicited an 
audience of Mrs. Buhanun, but the meeting 


of Roſa with Mr. Angus, at his houſe, had 


effectually barred his admittance; and beſides 
her indignation at Roſa's preſuming to go 
out without her leave, and talking ſo much 
like a free agent as to propoſe quitting her 
family, ſhe had now in her poſſeſſion ſuch 

proofs of the trivial light in which ſhe was 
held by her huſband and the woman at the 
burn ſide, and ſuch a clear and ſuccinct ac- 
count of the hiſtory of the Beggar, together 


with the reaſons for concealing it from her, 


that ſhe ſer herſelf down for the moſt injured 
of women; and Roſa being now the only 
- perſon. on whom ſhe, could wreak her ven- 
geance, ſhe was angry even with Mr. Frazer 
for wiſhing to ſend; her away, without the 
| + mp . ee ei ar would 
dall 5 «yet; 45 Eats 


Mr. Bi DONE * not more . Was 0 | 


leaſt more moderate; he was perfealy- fas 
tisfied to veſt the property of Roſa's few 
valuables in the widow, and to evade the 
PRE. 5 5 pay- 


f . 
* 1 
1 


LEY 
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payment of her legacy; and the way to com- 
paſs two ends ſo defirable' was, in the firſt ins 
ſtance to inſult, in the next to ape; {1 hes in 
the laſt to ſend her from Scotland. 1 

He had out heroded Herod at his laſt ĩ in 
terview with her; but as he had” read 
Elinor's letter through before it arrived at 


Holy-Rood- Houſe, and concluded the would 


wiſh to join her friend, as well as eſcape the 
ignominy of the diſcovery of her origin, he had 
the moſt ſanguine hope of getting quite rid of 
her even beide ſhe ſaw Doctor Cameron, on 
whoſe credit he had acted without troubling 
him with particulars; ſo that when Roſa's 
note was delivered, Mr. Frazer and Mrs. 
Buhanun were of very different opinions; ; Lag 


inſiſted the trunk ſhould not go; be bow ed, 


ſmiled, and left the room, as ſhe ſuppeſed to 
carry her refuſal, but as he deſigned to get 


| Roſa's 159d has pg. and deliver the, 


a ra bo, 

Mr. Steward was Vetteß known to Mr. 
Frazer, than Mr. Frazer was to him; but as 
the latter was polite, the foi mier could not be 

"POL: n K le ſs 


3, 
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leſs than civil, and the trunks. were * bs 
the chairmen to the right owner. 

Scarce had Mr. Steward given an account 
4 his miſſion, before Mr. Frazer, having been 
admitted by the ſervant, entered unan- 
nounced. 15 

. He knew Mrs. "AIMS? gil. og A 
bac huſband, and. feared, from her acknow} 
ledged ſenſe and ſpi purit, 1 the advice ſhe was very 
well diſpoſed to give. 

| Roſa drew up, but there was no time for 
reflections, as he entered immediately on bu- 
ſineſs: he again ſaid it was in his opinion for 
the credit of all parties to drop diſagree- 
able retroſpects; that therefore he came to 
offer her money, to carry her not only to 
Carliſle, but to London, provided ſhe ſigned 
5 releaſe, with which he came provided, of 

all future claims on the, executors of Major 
Buhanun. 88 

Mrs. Stew-ard took on her to vcr, 

« It was not proper, ſhe warmly ſaid,** forthe 
voung lady to ſign any thing propoſed by 
a man of buſineſs E Scotch. phraſe for a 

law 
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lawyer) without the approbation of her own 
man of buſineſs, whom -ſhe engaged ſhould 
meet Mr. Frazer when and ne he would 
appoint. 5 
Mr. Reads was — for this, ** 4 
knew Mrs. Steward was, a Buhanun, and, as 
we have ſaid, a proud one; her vulnerable 
part was family conſequence; that once pro- 
perly alarmed, would, he thought, throw her 
like wax into his DPD to receive what 19+ 
| preſſions he pleaſed, . - 11 71 
| « He could have no ebjecBon to » meet any 
‚ body on the buſineſs; but he added, with 
. I apparent; reluctance, if the matter Was pub- 
)  licly explained, it would leave a ſtain. on the 
character; of Major Buhanun, in which his 
whole family, and indeed all 8 the DANG: 
f would be involvee. 
r _ Roſa's eyes ſtruck fire; Mis. my 
_ were ready to burſt from (gr ſockets. ce She 
did not believe it. 
e < She might,” Mr. Tram: dh « — 38 
y ſhe pleaſed in that reſpec ; but if Mr. Ste- 
a ward were to eſtrange himſelf from her, and 
=> BW give his confidence and affection to any other 
5 w_ wo- 
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woman, and were he; in conjuction with ſuch 


reſtedr 


R GIRL. 


woman, to introduce a beggar, a | common 
zeggur into his houſe; under the character and 
name of a relation of his family, poſſibly and 


indeed molt likely the daughter of a female 


favorite, he prefumed "The would not have 
gore eaſy in ſuch c reumſtance than 1 
widow of Major Buhanun had done“ 
te It is impoſſible any thing of this ſort 
can have happened,” ſaid Mrs. Steward. 

« It is nevertheleſs . an: capes Mr. 
r ou anare | 
Mrs. Steward ecle at Roſa” 


Roſa's * countenance,” though bathed with 


———— nothing ſhe heard advanced. 


Ho can you know all this?“ Mrs. Ste- 
ward aſked, with an equal proportion of m mor- 
tification and impatience. 

Mr. Frazer had proofs in his pocket, from 
whe he drew 'two packets, with the ſeals 
broken, addreſſed to Major Buhariun, which 
he thus accounted for käring in We 85 
nes m_ {IG IT TORE: 
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5 When Mr X Frazer left Edinburgh on the 
executorſnip buſineſs to Caſtle Gwiand, Pt. 
Cameron had commiſſioned him to viſit his old 
penſioner: Janet; that pobr creature had paid 
the debt of nature three days before his ar- 
rival there, and the good widow Jonſtone pre: 
ſerved two packets which Janet, had even in the 
height of her wanderings kept ſafe in her bo- 
ſom, intending to give them to Doctor 
Cameron, but Maiſter Frazer being a gude 
mon, wha gied her the ſiller ſor pure Janet's 
burrying, an wha wad! be ſhoore tul gie ilka 
thing aw. tul Doctor Cameron,” ſhe entruſt- 
eck them to him for that ꝓurpoſe 

Roſa, who had wearied herſelf with cons 
jectures about the manner in which her un- 
fortunate ſtory was revealed, now raiſed her 
eyes, and though a whiſper might be heard 
from the frat whereon Mr. Frazer ſat, to 
where ſhe had liſtened in tearful indignation 
to the implied reflection on the Major, the 
pace was too great for her impatient 
curioſity. 04s Now oy 


3 


3 - . 
9 8 8 
—  - e 
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* 1 Kür you, Mrs. Steward, and therefore 
Ae leave (theſe papers in your poſſeſlion. 
You Tee, Mrs. Wilkins, theſe are all in the 
Major's own hand writing, and this is—"_ 
Roſa's reeollection having now recurred to 
the cataſtrophe on the burn ſide, ſne conclud- 
ed the papers, which were indeed the Major's 
writing, had bern found in ſome part of the 
ruins ; and advancing on tip-toed breathleſs 
curioſity, reached the back of Mr. Frazer's 
chair, jeſt as he had unfolded the ſecond 
paper,and; had wen . r und 
doi. 

Roſa, looking 0 Aude furieked, 
tore the paper out of his hand, and ran ſob- 
"oe and trembling; with-it acroſs the room. 

Mr. Frazer concluding ſhe'was going to 
8 ſuch conſequence, and 
ſo formally introduced, followed her, and 

Mrs. Steward, in doubt whether her extraor- 
dinary emotion proceeded from pride of con · 
ſcious innocence, or the confuſion of detected 
guilt, aroſe no. 8 
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Rofa, her face crimſoningwith the emanation 
of tranſport and joy, threw herſelf on her 
knees, and after a few. hyſterical _ arti- 


culated, 


« "Ihe lives! the lives the FRE the 


_ fiſt of women, — ſhe has eſcaped the ſtorm— 


but the Major—Obgreat God | he thought — 
but let me read the bleſſed characters 
yes, they are hers—· dear woman! but where, 
where is ſhe now——— London—oh let me 
fly !—I accept your terms, Sir, be they what 
they may, ſo that I can breathe the fame at- 
moſphere with her,—ſo that I can meet her 


benignant eye, and be guided by her . 
it is all J aſk.“ 


While Mr. Frazer was unfolding the re- 
leaſe, and counting ten Engliſn guineas, which 


he aſſured Roſa were ſufficient to carry her to 


London, he whiſpered Mrs. Steward, © As 


ſuſpected, the woman of the burn ſide is 


certainly her mother; you ſee what Kron 
affection. 


« Strong indeed returned Mrs. Steward, 


with a look that little accorded with his ; 


K 4 a but 


we BEGGAR: GIRL. | 


ke but ſure ly, Miſs, you will not t ſign this re- 
leafe, and ſhe Kindly held the hand et had 
already taken up the pen. 
„ Why not, madam © * laid Mr. Frazer 
 eeleningy.. if ? 
„ cannot conſent to it in my preſence ; 
1 my roof; ſhe knows not what ſhe ſigns; 
the a ee have left her a legacy. | 
E * A legacy!” E Roſa, „ Mrs. 
£4 Buhanua did ſay— on 
dee Fol mouliiwith then,” Mr. Frazer now 
addrefied Mrs. Steward with a mixture of re- 
monſtrance and reproach ;' you would wiſh | 
then the fortune of your relation ſhould be 
ſhated by a woman of at an leaſt equivocal 
character, to the prejudice of his children.“ 
The prejudice of his children, Major 
Buhanun's children P* repeated Roſa; «© 1 
Fefe Major Bihanun's children.” 
2 'T'o: their ow” continued Mr. 
Frazer. t * . 
„ Ah! give me ahe. pen, cried Roſa, 
eagerly, and ſhe ſigned the releaſe, in ſpite | 
cf the continued 1 of Mrs. 


Ste ward. N 5 
1 | 5 | Mr. 8 
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Mr. Frazer, with a pleaſure he could ill 
conceal, paid the ten guineas, and took his 
leave, anſwering the ſevere glances that fol- 
lowed him to the door from Mrs. Steward, 
with a candid expanſion of both hands, and 

5 proteſtations that he was no further inte- 
reſted in the affair, than as bound to ſee 
juſtice done the children of his late friend. 

If, ſaid Mr. Steward to Rofa, 
when he was gone, © you are not cer- 
tain of finding not only ſincere, but rich 


friends in the ſouth, you have, whom or what- 
ever you are, in my en, ſigned your own 


tuin 4 
Roſa was s too o proudly conſcious of the rec- 


titude of her motive, for an act worldly wiſdom 
might condemn, to repent it; and while Mrs. 
Steward, little leſs eager, though not ſo much 


. Intereſted, ſat down to read the papers Frazer 
left with her, ſhe again and again pe- 
ruſed that, which ſeemed an inexhauſtible 
ſcource of comfort and pleaſure, which the 

rcader is here preſented with, from an en- 
vclepe a addreſſed to Major Buhanun. 
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= * When 1 Were e you, my valued 
= friend, this evening, you was too much elated, 
too high in friendly exhilaration, to be ſen- 
ſible of that foreboding inſtinct you have on 
many occaſions inſiſted was a prelude to grief. 
That you will be grieved, my dear Major, at 
receipt of this perhaps laſt letter from your 
friend, 1 will not, cannot doubt. If it ſhould 
Jo happen, that the weather ſhould prevent 
your viſiting the quiet retreat on the burn ſide 
to-morrow, | leave directions to have this 
packet delivered at your houſe, into your ou 
bands; by that time, I ſhall have ee e 
many miles on my long journey. 
% By What fatality was 1 rendered inca- 
pable of giving you, as I this evening intend- 
ed, the out lines of my fad ſtory? Shall I 
confeſs, a ſtrong pre-ſentiment, that I ſhould 
fee you no more, pervaded my mind? what 
of miſery have I not endured; what may not 
ſtill await me! a dreadful myſtery hangs 
over, it may yet cruſh me: and could I re- 
ſolve 
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ſolve to part with a virtuous friend for ever, 
with a doubt on his mind of——, 
« Ah wes; when you range 8 
_ the \ z when you enter the apartments, 
Donald will always keep in order for your 
reception; when you contemplate through 
the tranſparent ſtream the white pebbles, ſo 
often waſhed with my tears, will you not re- 
member your friend ? alas ! I know you will. 
If I dared by this conveyance, to open to you 
my full heart; if I dared to ſay whither my 
_ deſtiny may bear me from London, where 1 
am now going; if J could myſelf form an 
idea of the corner of the world to which I 
may be next obliged to retire, you ſhould 
know it,—I would reſerve a reſting place for 
my forrows on your correſpondence and 
advice: well may I fay with the Lady, 
Randolph of your admired Home, | 


Had ſome good angel op'd to me the book 
Of providence, and let me read my life, 4 
«© My heart had broke when I beheld the ſum. | 
« Of ill, which one by one I have endured.· 


Ke © 7 mn. 
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0 80 uncertain, ſo unequal, ſo actbigeciue 
are the events of my life, I dare not venture 
to carry any thing of conſequence about me. 
The ſtory of the amiable creature. you have 
taken under your protection, which I have 
ſealed in one packet may, ſhould your prog- 
noſtie he verified, fave you ſome trouble at 
your deſk, as you have removed her ſo far 
from thoſe who were more immediately ac- 
quainted wich the early ſcenes of her life; 
that is, if it ſhould be dun to retrace the 

circumſtances you ſuſpect. 2 


. The other packet contains your letters on 

5 a ; more near, and intereſting ſubject; may the 
cauſe, my dear Major, ceale, that you may 
not regret the abſence of her who has 

ever Teceived the ſacred depoſit of con- 

fidential friendſhip, 1 wick ee and _ 
Fathy. „„ 


« Tour nn OY has been the 
bolace of many ſad ycars of my wearied pil. | 
grimage; I trace your noble mind in every 
ne you have addreſſed to me. 1 dare not 
r the characters of a ſriendſbip ſo 

pure 
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 pure,ſo honourable, and ſo valued, but I have not 
power to retain them in my own poſſeſſion; 
receive them then as a depoſit dear to my ſoul, 
as a proof of my confidence, of my eſteem; if 
ever I find a reſting. place, I ſhall expect to 
have them reſtored; yes! if infinite power 
ſhould ceaſe to cruſh a worm, you: ſhall 
know me. Roſa, 'amiab'e girl! conſole your 
friend; tell him, if, as I preſage, we 
meet no more, © the termination of miſery is 
_ 1nitfelf a happineſs,” and the momentthat ſrees 
my ſuffe ring ſoul from the perſecuted priſon: 
where it is confined, will be a releaſe from 
agony; if he be my friend indeed let him not 
mourn. The period that will re- unite us in 
bis preſence to whom we are known, cannot 
be far diſtant; let as look to that. 
f once more ſee him, and fold thee, 
my good Roſa, to my heart, it will be in cir- 
cumſtances that will enable me to prove how 
furpaſũng words I eſteem ye. My pretty Emma, 
my ſmiling, romping Jeſſy, how dear are ye 
40 me at this moment; vill ye, no you can- 
forget the unhappy tenant of the burn 
hde,—-ſo remember, ſo diſtinguiſh wa 
8 8 who 


Pd 
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Who will no _ hed known cd the 


ume of 
M. WALSINGHAM M. 


Far from feeling the intereſt our heroine 
had made in her affections decreaſe, from a 
peruſal of the Major's letters, Mrs. Steward 
ſhared in the honour of his ſentiments and 
the humanity of his conduct; his ideas in- 
- deed, that his proteg&e would turn out ſome 
myſterious heroine, was fo contrary to proba- 
bility, after the clear evidence of her mother's 
abandoned indigence, ſhe could by no means 
adopt them; but poverty was not in this lady's 
opinion a crime of the deepeſt dye; ſhe look- 
ed compaſſionately at Roſa, as ſhe folded up 
the papers, and again regretted the e 
which Frazer had obtained. 
RNoſa remembered his hint of the injury 
the might do the children of her friend, and 
-begged Mrs. Steward v would not again men- 


tion what was an n act of duty, ſhe then pro- 
ceeded 


J 
d 


- 
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ceeded with alacrity to arrange her trunks, 


and ſeparate a few neceffaries for travelling 
from thoſe ſhe was adviſed to 18 * the 
waggon. 


Mr. Steward, to her great uppen, 
could not get a place in either of the London 
coaches for the next morning; but both him 
and his amiable wife growing more pleaſed 
with their gueſt every moment, ſhe was ſoon 
reconciled to a delay which was attended with 
no other inconvenience than accepting the 
hoſpitable favours of perfons to whom ſhe 


was ſo much obliged, 


« Well,” ſaid Mrs. Slower, * as you 
muſt wy over to-morro w, LI ſhall ſee the 


races.“ 


Roſa, in the happy * of being 


foon in London, where Mrs. Walſing- 


ham was gone, and where, if ſne did not 
find Elinor, ſhe was at leaſt ſure of hear- 
ing of her, had no objection to be ſhewn 
what Mrs. Steward declared was the fineſt 
ſight in the world; but in che mean time ſhe 

wrote 
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rote a long letter to Elinor, full of expreſ- 
ſions of joy at the proſpect of a ſpeedy meet- 
ing; but when ſhe! came to addreſs: it, found 
neither Elinor's letter nor Betty's were dated; 
and the frank in. which they were incloſed be- 
ing loſt at Mrs. Buhanun's, there was no re- 
medy for this evil but to incloſe it in a 
cover to Doctor Croak. N 10 5 


* 
* 
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4 ſhort chapter, containing three occurrences in ane 


day, by 10 means new in the polite world, 


though perfedtly h to the Beger. A arre reft, 
a race, and an elapement. « acc 
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RS. R NUN and her adorer, 
by | z 


Frazer, we have before ſaid, were not 


exactly of the ſame opinion with reſpect to 
our heroine ; and from the agreement in the 
laſt chapter the reader may poſſibly con- 
clude the gentle man's idea of matrimonial 
management was founded on the liberal 
axiom, of Let the wife /ay what ſhe pleaſe, 


and the huſband Jo what he pleaſe;” and 


while he enjoyed his own ſelf applauſe, on 
an arrangement that excluded Roſa not only 
from 
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* 


from preſent, but future claims on the Major's 


fortune. 
der to give ſome part of 


Mrs. Buhanun, in or 
this day to b»/ineſs and Mr. Frazer, permitted 
Kattietodine out without her, and ſtrolled into 
town, to make ſome purchaſes againſt the 
race days, on which ſhe pre- determined Kattie 
ſhould be more than captivating. The heart 
of the proud mother, while ſelecting ornaments 
for her idol, was expanded, and ſhe conde- 
feended to make the lady who meaſured the 
ribbons a confidante of the ill- treatment ſhe 
had for a ſeries of years patiently ſubmitted 
to from her deceaſed huſband and his col- 
leagues; / ſhe concluded | the affecting recital 
with the ſtory. of the birth, parentage, educa- 
tion, and entrance into Caſtle Gowrand of 
Roſa Wilkins, a beggar, who had been re- 
ceived into her family as a relation of the 


Buhanvun's, and largely conſidered in 


the Will of Wallace Buhanun ; the whole 
of which was fabricated to PEE on, and 
inſult her. 5 

Mrs. Buhanun' 5 a. was a literal 


one; ; but Mr. [Frazer was a man uſed to the 
turn- 


«'» % 
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; turnings and windings of human, cunning; he 
aſſured her, that Colonel Buhanun's letter was 
all a fudge; that the woman at the burn fide 
Was herſelf. the identical beggar, who firſt 
abandoned her child, and then prevailed on 
the infatuated Major to adopt her; thus allow - 
ing or rejecting, as beſt ſuited himſelf, the truth 
of different paris ofthe memorandum contained 
inthe. Major” s letters, he had communicated, his 
diſcoveries to Mrs. Buhanun, who implicitly 
believed every word, and particularly re: 
peated them to the lady haberdaſher, with 
the finale, that the had. en the Beggar 

out of doors. # 88342 20 
* Mrs. Buhanun had pets — 
at this ſhop, having indeed paid more 
bills there, than to any other of her tradeſ- 
men, and nobody could be more civil to ladies 
who did buy a great number of articles, and 
Pay a high price for them, than the haberdaſher. 
Mr. Giblet had begun the world a gentle- 
man and failed; commenced banker and fail- 
ed; turned ſhopkeeper and failed: During 
theſe ſeveral failures, it was impoſſible he 
could avoid having great concerns with wri- 
ters; and writers in Edinburgh, as well as 
lawyers 
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lawyers: in England, chuſe to be paid. Me 
Giblet was now a ſecond time ſhopkeeper, 
and reſolving to bring all His bufineſs i into a 
ſnug compals, made his' eldeſt ſon 4 writer; 
that ſo he might be either plantiff” or de- 
fendane ata moderate expence. . 9 
Scarce had Mrs, Buhanun concluded the 
1 of her 1 iyuries, when Mr. Giblet bowed 
to the ground, : He was vary happy to ſea 
her luking ſae wer]; and vary glad cherming 
Meſs Kattic wes going to he marted tul the 
Honorable Maiſter Angus; and" vary forry 
tul here the haden ſic a dele of trouble" aboot 
the laſs that ftayed with her, arid begged 1 to 
now i her accoont was tull be certred tul 
me general acevont of the fimely ? 
e Account!“ "aid Mrs: Buhanun 1 4 why 
hat sec ag (he d 0 Boclon base fool 
e Only the mout ning. 
dees indeed, Mrs. Bobanun would pay for 
no mourning. 6 5 . + 42 
Mir. Giblet boy m Wm went out it directly 
Mr. James Giblet was one of the talleſt, 
moſt conceited, and moſt ignorant young 
„%%% £74333 75 TIS ane 1 5 men 8 
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men 0 n W. 8. 70 bis name in all 
Edinbutt 11 8 I. 5 BE > LL 

* Mr. James Giblet;W:$ 8. Wk 407 + ig 
into his wiſe head to do, or undo, it was 
never the ſhould, or ſhould not, but the can 
or cannot,” that determined him. True, 


| Roſa was young, accompliſhed, innocent, and 
beautiful; but when had youth, innocence, 
accompliſhment, .or even beauty, power to 


diſarm the ſavage ferocity of ſuch a heart as 
that poſſeſſed by Mr. James Giblet, W. S. 
when either intereſt or revenge was at 

Mr. James Giblet, W. S. was announced 
to Mrs. Buhanun; he underſtood Miſs 
Kattie was on the point of marrying to the 
Honourable Mr. Angus ; ; now the Honour- 
able Mr. Angus had great intereſt - and great 
patronage; two things as acceptable to Mr. 
James Giblet, as to Mr. Saundy Frazer; and 
very ready was he to comprehend how he 


could pay court to the handſome widow.· 


The mild law of Scotland allows no actual 
arreſt at the commencement of a ſuit, except 
in caſes when oath is made that the debtor i is 
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going to leave the country; ſucho: hy whether 
true or falſe, is an actual arreſt, till bail is 
= given the party will not remove; and as this 
is very eaſy for a reſident, and very difficult for 
a perſon unconnected in the place, it cer- 
taighy is a very national, mode of proceeding 
that is to ſay ; it ꝓratedis the tg aud pg 
¶ſecules the ſtranger. hy "IPO 
| Away then went Mr. Jar ames. Gibler.. to 
| Leith Walk, preceded by two red faced men 
of his acquaintance, who interrupted Mrs. 
Steward in the, midſt of an harangue .on 
| the imprudence, which ſhe inwardly con- 
| fidercdasx the folly of our heroine's e the 
Sele 


| The men — dere; Rol, N.. 

| Steward was out, and his wife, gaſping herſelf 

or breath, en to her en of 
cher office. 8 2 


if T-can't 9 ig”. faidi, our trem- 
wing heroine; I thought the paper I ar- 

ed freed me from Mrs. Buhanun 
The men knew nothing of Mrs. 8 
nor any paper; all they een e age 


the, would not leave. Ediaburgh. 
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4 Not leave Edinburgh 11 leave | it Wed- 
neſday morning; 31 muſt £9 3 ; the world hall 
not detain me.” | 

« Nae trothe but ye mun pay yer deet; 
we canno let ye gang oot an oor ſeight.“ 
Mrs. Steward was exceedingly eniba al. 
ſed; her attachment to Roſa increaſed with 
her troubles; but ſhe could not venture to 
apply to any of her friends on behalf of a 


ſtranger, whoſe ſtory would ſo ſoon become 


the chat of the town. 

Roſa knew nobody ; ; the could therefore 
make no applications ; but finding the de- 
mand was not from Mrs. Buhanun, ſhe 
ſighing aſked the amount. 


« We caunna tele hoo muckle et es; but 


ther's Maiſter Jemmy Giblet reared oot o 
the doore.“ 5 | 

Maiſter Jemmy, who heard what was paſ- 
ſing, now entered, and agreeably ſurpriſed our 
| heroine with his father's bill of fix pound ten 
ſhillings, and twenty ſhillings coſt, which ſhe 
inſtantly paid out of the in given tie * 
Frazer. | 
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0 And now,“ laid ſhe, when Mr. James 
 Gibler | and the other two gentlemen 
were gone, © my dear Mrs. Steward, I 
muſt at laſt ll my e. to get to 
London. 

Mrs. Steward wept; 1 it was KY at de 
be of a quarter; ſhe who could barely make 
her ſmall i income laſt ; could not lend money, 
forthe beſt of all reaſons, Se had it not; ſo the 
trunks were again turned over, and dreſs 
after dreſs taken out. 

Al her beſt muſlins, laces, &c. were, after 
two years wear and tear of Mrs. Buhanun and 
her daughter very much decreaſed in value, 
and thoſe of a more common ſort were Pretty 
well reduced by herſelf, - 

cc. Here i is nothing, Liear,” aig 8 de- 
eee her eye at that inſtant glanced on 


a red caſe, in which, for the laſt twelve 


month, had lain a broken gold enamelled 
watch and chain, reed to her by onder 

of the Colonel. rind bis 
4 * his Was an . of. ry 
"which Mrs. Steward knew might be 
immediately turned into caſh; ſo her heart 
once more at eaſe, Roſa again packed ber 
trunks 
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trunks, and then joined Mrs. Steward, in an- 


ricipating the pleaſures of the race: Reader, 


our heroine was juſt, eighteen, and at eighteen 
a race thou knoweſt, is an important object! 
more eſpecially as Major Buhanun himſelf 


could not, had he been living, have painted 


the ſuperlatives of Edinburgh higher than his 


Hair relation, Mrs. Steward. 


It would be indeed difficult to desde | 


and more difficult to conceive the beauty of 


the ſpectacles, which aſtoniſh and delight on 


the firſt view of Leith ſands during the races: 
The animated, pleaſed, and pleaſing counte- 


nances, which adorn the numerous elegant 
carriages, and attract crowds - of aracefal- 


horſemen ; the .well dreſſed and well look= 
inz middle rank of contented pedeſtrians; 
the hardy and induſtrious of the infe- 
rior claſs, who claiming their annual holy- 
day, pour from their twelve and thir= 
teen floored. habitations, and mixing with 
their more fortunate fellow creatures, haſten 
to the level ſands, between innumerable rows 
of healthy children, who ranged by maternal 


care on the ſide of the hills, with no other 


covering on their heads but caps, which out 
VOL, 111. _-_ >" 
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vie the ſnow in whiteneſs, reſemble 2 
hanging garden of blown lilies : The cir- 
cuit of carriages, down to the edge of 
ve * receded ocean ; the bird's eye view acroſs 
to the lands of Fife, to the proud Higl- 
lands; the numerous marine parties; the re- 
. Freſhing ſca breezes; the crowded ſcaffolds; 
the thronged pier ; and univerſal exhileration 
ef all ranks, form a ſcene of natural grandeur 
and focial delight, which cannot he Exceeded 
in the known world. | 

Mrs. Steward hired a coach, and Rofa's 
wiſh to join her friends in England, did not 
: prevent her feeling both pleaſure and admira- 
tion at a _ o novel, pictureſque, and 
charming. | 

Twice Doctor Cameron paſſed the car- 
riage ; firſt prevented from ſpeaking by the 
cold withdrawn glance of Roſa, and afterwards 
too much hurt to attempt it. The little party 
returned, ſatisfied with the excurſion of the 
day and with each other; and having chatted 
away the evening, our heroine received from 
Mr. Steward eleven guineas, for the broken 
watch, and retired to dream of Elinor, 


of Mrs. Walſingham, and of the races. 


Tired 
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Fired out by the fatigue and vexation of 
the two preceding days, Roſa fell into a pro- 
found ſleep, as ſoon as ſhe had committed 
her guilelefs. ſoul to the mercy of its maker, 
from which ſhe did not awake till five in the 
morning, when the family were man by 
loud knocks at the door. 

Roſa awoke in a fright, and haſtened 
to her window; the ſound of voices per- 
fectly familiar reached her from the ſtreet, 
the moſt audible of which was that of 
a female in diſtreſs; ſhe could not believe 
her ſenſes! was it, or was it not Mrs. Bu- 
hanun, who in a tone of anguiſh beſought her 
toriſe and admit her, and whom the inſtant ſhe 
heard the ſaſn lift up, ſhewed herſelf the pie- 
ture of deſpair in the ſtreet, her hair diſhevel- 
led, her dreſs in diſorder, and her fine features 
ſwollen, and disfigured with anpuith e 

« Oh!” cried ſhe, folding her hands, 
©« Miſs Buhanun, dear, good Miſs Buhanun ! 
do not diſtract me; keep me not on the 
rack, for the love of God; is Kattie, my 
Kattie, my darling, my charming child, is ſhe 
with you? Say, yes, for God's ſake do, I 


will love and pray for you as long as I have 


L 2 | breath.“ 
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breath.” And down the diftraied: mother 
dropped on her knees. 

Before Roſa could anſwer, Ma Steward, 
who had alſo riſen, and who was always trem- 
blingly alive to the honour of her family, haſ- 
tened to receive Mrs. Buhanun into her 
houſe. She thought Miſs Kattie had ſtayed 
with ſome party where ſhe viſited, without 

appriſing her mother of her intention, and 
though the could not think ſuch a latitude 
was allowable, yet fraring the exclamations 
which were the effect of maternal ſolicitude, 
would, if heard, furniſh anecdotes to the diſ— 
honour of the name of Buhanun, ſtrove to 
conſole the woman ſhe deſpiſed. | 

When Roſa joined them, all Mrs. Bu- 


hanun's reſentment, all her prejudice, every 


trace of unkindneſs, were abſorbed in the 
ſorrow brought home to herſelf: ſhe ſaw be- 
fore her an amiable, beautiful, innocent girl, 

expoſed by her injuſtice to all the ills to 
which perhaps her own obſtinate folly might 
by this time have brought the lovely Kattie; 


| not daring to aſk what ſhe:dreaded: to hear, 
ſhe.caſt her flowing eyes eagerly to the door, 


from whence having 22 with convullive 
| eager- 


, , 


88  — « 
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eagerneſs, ſhe withdrew them in frantic ter- 
ror, calling on Kattie, dear barbarous Katie ! 
to return to her fond mother. 


« Oh Miſs Buhanun! forgive and pity 


me,” ſhe cried; tell, tell me, is my Kattie 
with you? is ſhe? ah! ſay ſhes here.“ 


If all remembrance of unkindneſs was loſt 


in the grief of ſuch a mind as Mrs. Buhanun's, 
how much more was it in that of our gentle 
heroine. All Major Bubanun's children 
were dear to Roſa ; and if her heart was leſs 
bound to Kattie than to the two younger 


girls, the anxiety of the deceaſed parent, for 
her welfare, had been ſuch as to inſpire her 


with his ſentiments in her favor. So young 
and lovely a girl, taken from, or voluntarily 


abandoning the protection of her only parent, 
was an event ſo new to her, fo dreadful to 
Mrs. Buhanun, and fo dangerous to the 


young creature herſelf, that Roſa had no 
words to expreſs either her feelings or ap- 


prehenſion; the fat down in ſpeechleſs grief 


by Mrs. Buhanun, whoſe haughty ſpirit, ſub- 


dued by ſorrow, gladly accepted her of- 


fered ſupport, and wept in agony in her 


boſom, 1 05 
1 Mrs. 


1 


— — — cre VOY 2 ———— — : . — = 
N r r — —— - — — 2 — 57 — 
5 a re r S — — | g 
— = - a * 5 N — —— 
5 0 0 ä — — 2 — — 5 
— - — — Ke. — —— — 2 4 £ i * 
— 363 8 


3 
1 
was © 
HY 
4 

[ 

a 

15 


222 THE — GIRL. 


Mrs. Steward, more collected, . 
little leſs affected, endeavoured to aſſuage the 
violence of that grief ſne however now feared 
was too juſtly founded. 

Mrs. Bunanun by degrees acquainted 
them, that Kattie and herſelf had been 
engaged to ſpend the laſt day with Mrs. 
Maxwell, who having ſome viſitors from the 
ſouth, had made a party to dine at Roſlin, and 
go trom thence to ſee Lady Clark's hall, of 
Oſian at Penycuke; that as ſhe had herſelf 
bufingſs of importance to tranſatt with Mr. 
Frazer, ſhe had permitted her daughter to go 
to St, Andrew's-fquare alone, charged with 
her apology to Mrs. Maxwell; that uneaſy at | 
her not returning, ſhe had ſent the ſervant, at 
two in the morning, to inquire for her, but 
the houſe bring ſhut, and the family 
gone to reft, he returned without diſturbing 
them; that ſtill uneaſy, ſhe had again diſ- 
patched him to Mrs. Maxwell's, with orders 
to make himſelf heard, and to her diſtrac- 
tion and aſtoniſhment, he returned with an 
account that Mrs. Maxwell having been 
taken ill ihe Evening preceding the day on 

which 


1 
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which the intended excurſion was to have 
taken place, Miſs Kattie, who had called, 
and promiſed to appriſe her mamma of the 
diſappointment, had not been there ſince; ſo 
that it ſeemed ſeventeen hours had nov elapſed 
ſince the unfortunate girl had taken the moſt 
imprudent ſtep a young girl like her could 
take, and that whoever were her abettors or 


adviſers, it was a well digeſted pre- concerted 


plan. 1 in V 
: Mrs. Steward till uſed every humane ef- 
fort to compoſe the afflicted mother, adviſing 
her to return to her own home, and to keep 
the affair a profound ſecret, in hope a few 
hours might produce a favorable eclairciſſe- 
ment; bur to reaſon with a woman whoſe 
paſſions were always out of reaſon, was a vain 


effort. Mrs. Buhanun's grief and exclama- 


tions were really terrifying. Kattie was an 
agreeable, good- natured, thoughtleſs girl. It 
was not in her nature to deſerve an enemy; 


and the danger ſhe might at this moment be 
encountering, endeared her to Roſa, While 


her heart bled for the agonizing ſorrow ſhe 
law the wretched mother ſuffer... 


« Kattie |” 
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« Kattic !” ſhe cried, © dear crue! Kattic! 
why, oh why ! have you left your mother ? 
my comfort, my pride, my lovely child! oh! 
where, where is ſhe ! has ſhe indeed deſerted 
mept!- 5 5 

"Pheſe exclamations were followed by ſuch 


4 foods of tears as rendered Roſa almoſt as dil- 


tracted as herſelf. 
Mrs. Steward ſtill repeated her advice, to 
keep the matter, turn out how it would, ſe- 
eret, and Roſa coinciding with her, Mrs. 
Buhanun, with“ all that fond ſolicitude natural 
to miſery, when it aſks of every body that re- 
lief no body can give,” implored Mrs. Ste- 
ward to accompany her home. 
- < Oh Miſs Buhanun?” ſaid ſhe, “ I fear 
to aſk you; God forgive me ! what pains was 
I taking all yeſterday to complete your ruin, 
at the very time when my darhng child was 
to cruelly effecting my own. Oh Kattie, 
Kattie ! if Foo had killed me, it would have 
been mercy.” “ 
Mrs. Steward's well grounded diſlike of 
Mes. Buhanun had been ſuſpended by com- 
n * this man 6 ſelf. accuſation. 
| 15 . made 
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made her ſhudder, and had ſhe been quite as 
deep in heavenly ſecrets as Mrs. Buhanun and 
Mr. Frazer were, when they attributed the 


calamity at the burn fide to the particular in- 


intervention of celeſtial power, ſhe no doubt, 


would have conſidered Mrs. Buhanun as ſuffer- 
ing under the unerringlawof retributi ve juſtice; 
but however ill diſpoſed ſhe was towards her, 
ſhe abated nothing of her regard for the 
honour of the name, and ſolicitous to con- 
ceal what ſne could not but conſider as a diſ- 


grace, aſſiſted Roſa to Ippport the weeping. 
mother home. 


ee No news! is there no news. of my 
child ?” ſhe: aſked, in broken . the 


moment her maid appeared. 


« Miſs Emma, madam, has a0 ber 


| wriſt, falling down the ſtair.” 


What buſineſs had ſhe on he ſtair 4 
n was ſhe going? that girl is a perpetual, 


$2? 


my dear Kattie | ) 


ccc {=o was running after you, madam ; the " 
heard you WEePs. and inſiſted on ae, '” 
comfort. nel Aal 0 ie 
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„She comfort me! I ſhall never know 

comfort more, - oh my dear cruel Kattie !” | 
Doctor Cameron has * WE Miſs 

Emma's wriſt ; we ſent for him.“ 

- Roſa had by this work ry ue e, to 
viſit poor Emma; the Doctor was leaving 
the bedfide as ſhe entered; he had been told 
2 ſtrange ſtory of her leaving Mrs: Buhanun, 
without aſſigning a reaſon, or conſulting him, 
nay without informing him of her intentions, 
and felt, as all warm friends do feel; a thou- 

ſand times more hurt at a fuppoſed flight, 
than offended at a real i injury. He ſtood 
erectly ſullen as ſhe fle w by him ts the em- 
brace of Emma, and then talked out of the 
apartment. | 

The door had not cloſet PR the e D6Qtor, 
before his heart ſmote him; he remembered 
| her indignant glance, as ſhe paſſed him 
the day before, and though he was un- 
conſcious of any offence the! could pof- 
bly have taken againſt” him, yet there 
was no effect without a caule, and had he 
- then inſiſted on an explanation, ſhe would not 
a perhaps have taken ſuch a ſtep, without con- 

Alviog him ; ke returned. 
4 1 Jefly 


Jeſſy had. been awakened by the fhrieks of 
her ſiſter, and ſat up on the bed ſtaring with 
affright till Roſa's. entrance, when ſhe clung 
round her neck, and wept on her boſom. 


_ Emma's hand was claſped in her's, and the 
- pillow on which. ſhe uy was wet with her 


tears. 


Roſa did not weep, but ſat in ch kind of 
Suppreſſion of the expreſſions of ſorrow which 
is beyond deſcription painful. 
Doctor Cameron participated in all the 
tenderneſs of the ſcene; he advanced ard 
retreated ſeveral times, his under lip in mo- 
tion, before he could ſpeak. TRY 

What have I done to you, Miſs "WIN 


nun,“ ſaid he, at laſt; why are you of- 
fended? or why do you act as if you were? 


have I deſerved: you ſhould leave Mrs. 
Buhanun—leave me, without acquainting 
me where you were going, or what had be- 
come of you? 


« Tou knew, Sir, at leaſt, I had leſt Mrs: | 
Buhanun, replied ane with unaffected | 


coldneſs. 


As Did 
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Did 11 then it muſt have been e the 


ai of the weird ſiſters “. 


& How, Sir! did you not a8 in concert 


vich ——ͤ ĩ 5 wid is 


% No, I never did any thing in concert 


with Mr. Frazer, in which vou were con- 
ned or intereſted.” 


% No! what, not make out my account ? 


ö che account of Roſa Wilkins!“ 


e Roſa Wilkins! who is the? what ac- 


count do you mean? 


« Not charge my chaiſe 1 lin from Caſtle 


*Gowrand to Edinburgh? 


.« Chaiſe hire, Miſs Buhanun !” 
0c Why mock me with an appellation to 


hi you know I have ri of 


cc By——— 
'Yes, Doctor Ca ameron, * moſt — 


; moral man in Edinburgh, one of the heads of 

the trong church, was provoked even to 
7 ſwearing } and did it with as much n. as 
the heartieſt finger. 


cc By heavens! Mie! dae are mad, Or 


5 * 
25 
ver 8 —_* 7 te ; i 
* 7 9 Foe e : 
* 


« am an impoſtor, Sir.” 

ce] begin to think you are.” 

Not worthy your notice.? 5 
« You are the devil, I believe.” 


« Very well, Sir; 1 Mr. Frazer can inform 


you, Sir.” _— | 
«Can he ? 3 Mall 1s it immediate 


ly ;” and the Doctor pulled the door after him 


with a violence that jarred Emma's wriſt, and 


made Jello ſtart. 
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HAP. IX. 


bee wendow; ant plas your honour; chuſts 2 fecond 
huſband, as unlike the firſt as ſhe can; why, therefore, may 
not battles, and pleaſe your honour, as well as marriages, be 

made in heaven? 


Ms. FRAZER was enjoying one of 
thoſe calm delicious ſlumbers which witneſs a 
quietude of mind, and dreaming of being 
father-in-law to a Ducheſs, when Doctor 
Cameron's loud and repeated knocks, at his 
door put the agreeable viſion to flight, 
for which he was on the point of being a very 
angry gentleman, when the Doctor entered 
with a tremenduous contraction of black 
bros, which put apology out of the queſtion. 


2306 SS. 3 wg 
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« Tam juſt come from + the widow” 8 ſaid 
the Doctor. 5 i 
Mr. e „ nn 
di Prue te ma 10 1 | 
„ What, Miſs Kattie, Doctor? heaven 
forbid yo an cannot e Miſs 
Katie 10 0 vi * $ 
She may be RIES too 400 te 1 hin 
and I fuppoſe ſhe is; but it is not her, it is 
that nating witch, "wn * e 1 
mein roch ; Fad; 
— e . 3 cloaths 
and repeated, © Miſs Buhanun! ? 
Perhaps had not Mr. Frazer: co on 
Mifs Buhanun's being many miles on her 
journey to Carliſle, without ſeeing Doctor 
Cameron, his reſt would not have bern 1 
calm and undiſturbed. Qi 1 nic 
« She talks,” reſumed the Doctor, ce « like 
an idiot; ſue who never uttered] a ſentence 
but to be admired, or a monoſyllable without 
a ſenſible meaning, runs on without rhyme or 


reaſon the molt unheard of nonſenſe, and ſays 


youcan tell; now Frazer, I know you are ſweet 
on the widow, and if you like her tis your 


affair, 
2 
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Aalr; not wine, much good may we d do 
you ; but I can't think, and yet ſhe' talks ſo 
odly,—you have not ſurely, you could not,— 
Mrs. Buhanun, I know, can put a great deal 
of money to certain uſes, but ſure you can- 
not have been tampering with Roſa about the 
legacy, you have too much honor: I have a 
great regard for you, Frazer; but if—but 1 
won't ſuppoſe r it a 1 never n doud 
forgive.” l 2 1112 

Mr. Brower did mathe os ee. Doctor 
zameron's: - + —_— more b than the or 
of his diſcoufſ e. (5212 
Have 3 ber pap] be. aſked, 
with affected compoſur mee. 
I tell you I have bee teſc her.” be 0 


40 At Steward's ?” Ft: 245 
« Steward! who is. ber n 1 en Any 
vith your widow.” apa 19 


--« My widow, Do 955 you nenen and 
Mr. Frazer bowed his head; but whether in 
return for the Ig or to n ** 
ee dene aum we dla 
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Roſa wich Mrs. Buhanun ! it was a riddle- 
 me-ree to Mr. Frazer, and he was full as 

loth to believe it as the Doctor had been to 
ſuſpect his tampering about the legacy;  how- 
ever, he thought he had better ſee his way 
before he ventured an expoſition ;. he aroſe 
and dreſſed, while Doctor Cameron fumed 
round the room, one moment ready to charge 
| Frazer with duplicity, the next lamenting ſo 
fine a mind as that of Miſs Bubanun ſhould 
be deranged. 


They reached the lace | in very fols hu- 


mour, and found Mrs. Buhanun ſtill calling 
for, and lamenting Kattie, her dear Katrie ! 
Mrs. Steward and Roſa in vain endeavour- 
ing to ſooth and pacify her. 

The two executors entered together. 

« What's the matter, madam ?” ſaid Mr. 
Frazer, looking tenderly anxious at Mrs. 
Buhanun.. I thought, Mrs. a—a,” di- 
recting a ſcrutinizing ſide glance at Roſa, 
you were on your way to the ſouth.” A 


« Miſs 


825 THE ar CIRE. 
7 "08 Miſs Buhanun,” ſaid Doctor Cameron, 
1 have brought Mr. Frazer; now, if he 
can explain your myſtery, I ſh all-“ 

e Oh my dear Mr. Frazer !” cried Mrs. 
Buhanun, running up to him, and hanging on 
his arm, I am utterly ruined, my heart is 
broken; Kattie ! my dear cruel Kattic! is 
8 has left me, — ſhe is run away. 0 
Oh that I could write, as ſome writers have | 

written; that I could deſcribe, as ſome authors 
have deſcribed ; that I could juſt now faithfully 
depicture chains ratling, owls ſcreeching, 
| bats flapping their wings, candles burning 
blue, or not burning at all, while the ſhadow 
of ſome monſtrous hideous figure glides 
along a tattered piece of tapeſtry; that I 
could drag wind, rain, thunder, lightning, and 
all the jarring elements into the plot; and, 


oh too] that a mirror was hung exactly op- 


poſite to my fair expecting reader, that ſhe 
aich. from her own terror · ſtruck phiz, form 
ſome idea of the inſtantaneous chi e in the 
wag face of Mr. Saundy F razer. 


52 2 Sal A 15 ce Gone ! 
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e Gone ! Miſs Kattie gone how? when? 
meren Fes 

«Oh writ K oh me ! I know not; can't 
find out; ſhe went early. in the morning to 
Mrs. . 
Mrs. . who had hung with rather 
more tenderneſs than was ſtrictly proper, on 
the arm of her friend Mr. Frazer, till 
rudely ſhaken off in the firſt emotions of his 
ſurpriſe, now made a motion towards reſum- 
ing her ſituation, but was frightened back by 
the loud and rude reproaches which began 
with, © And are you ſuch a curſed driveller,” 
and ended with a declaration, That nei- 
ther mother nor daughter had common 
e 

It was now the turn of the reſt of the party 
then and there aſſembled, to be terror 
ſtruck. | | 

Driveller! could 1 ſmooth tongued, 
civil, adoring Mr.-Frazer call the divine Mrs. 
Buhanun a driveller? impoffible! and could | 
the divine Mrs. Buhanun bear to beſo called, 


without making one word of anfwet ? ? more. 
rn ſtill, 


The 
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'The ſerve was exactly this: Mr. ider 
F razer and Mrs. Harriet Louiſa Buhanun had 
three whole days been man and wife. 

When Mr. Frazer finiſhed. his miſſion at 
Caſtle Gowrand, perfectly well ſatisfied with 
diſpoſition of all things there, he informed 
the fair miſtreſs of that deſirable manſion, that 
ſuch was the burning ftate of his deſires, it 
was not in nature poſſible he ſhould ever reach 
Edinburgh alive, except ſhe met him at 
 Kinhorne, and then and there bleſſed him 
with her white hand; and that moreover, he 
was in poſſeſſion of certain important ſecrets, 
which in that ſad caſe muſt die with him. 

Either of theſe miſhaps would have been 
too much for the handſome widow; ſo ſhe 
ſet off quite alone, in a hired poſt-chaiſe, 
married Mr. Frazer, and got his ſecret, after 
which ſhe returned in the prettieſt diſpoſition 

- zmaginable, to be a puppet in the 0 of 
dear Mr. Frazer. - | 

.« To think,“ continued the i, | 
« of any woman. who was not a downright 


idior, nee forward young e 
« « Who, 
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re Who, Mr. Frazer, my Kattie ? my 


Kattie forward! a girl whom PE body ad- 
mird, bred up under my. own eye.” 

ec Angus has got her,“ ſaid he, without 
regarding the eulogy from the fond mother 
on her Kattie. 


Indeed he Ting 5 ſaid Doctor 


Cameron, not much amuſed by an epifode' 
he cid not comprehend; © if I could have 


ſeen either you or Mrs. Buhanun yeſterday, I 
had ſomething to lay tro m that gentleman,” | 


« Oh dreaiful!” cried Mrs. Buhanun, 


with a freſh guſh of tears; „ oh dreadfu}1 


to think of the dear unfortunate taking ſuch a 
ſtep, at ſuch a criſis; why did not Mr. Angus 
declare himſcif before? that might have 1285 
ve N UW + JJ 


« Good God!” exclaimed Frazer, walk- 
ing about, * there never was ſuch an un- 


fortunate affair; but let us conſider, Doctor 
Cameron, good Doctor Cameron! we are 


jointly concerned in this buſineſs; if we could 
keep it ſecret, if it could be huſhed up, there 
WR | | 5 may 
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f may be no harm, only an innocent frolic; 
: cannot Mr. Angus be amuled 4 
Doctor Cameron was one of thoſe. whim- 
fical beings who hated the zig-zaggery of 
worldly wiſdom, and had Major Buha un con- 
ſulted him, there would not have been a ſe- 
cret to bait Mr. Frazer's hook with at 
Kinhorne: in the caſe of Mr. Argus he 
really had been anxious to prevent the miſ- 
take from injuring the daughter, or exaſpe- 
rating the mother; and he was alſo generouſ- 
| ly anxious to fee the woman he loved, as ſhe 
loved not him, move in a ſphere ſuitable to 
her natural and acquired grace; if therefore 
he admitted a ſmall curve into his ſyſtem, it 
was but hiding his honour a little in his ne- 
ceſſity; but the politics of Mr. Frazer began 
to open on him with oo much of that conve- 
nient axiom ; and well. knowing the, event, 
be lamented himſclf, would be of very 
little i importance to Mr. Angus, he reſolved 
to come to the point every way; leaving 
therefore the widow and the two ladies to la- 
ment, to conſult, and to conjeRure, he led 


5 luctantly followed. 
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the way to another room, with a reſolute air 
Frazer could not miſtake, and therefore he re- 


If Mr. Frazer had, in the hiſtory of our 
heroine, that to tell Doctor Cameron that 
would aſtoniſh and grieve him; if the pre- 
tended zeal for the Buhanun family, which 
extorted from her the reſignation of her le- 
gacy, made his heart glow with indignation; 
if the expoſure of Roſa's mean origin in- 
flicted on him a much ſeverer mortification 
than it had on her, he had that in his turn to 
tell the ſubtle Frazer, which paid all with 
double intereſt. 


No aſtoniſhment or regret could be greater 
than Mr. Frazer's, at finding he had been the 
dupe of a dupe in the golden advantages he 
promiſed himſelf from Mr. Angus's eſpouſal 
of Mrs. Buhanun's daughter; nor was his 

grief ſhort of his rp ncaa td that he 
who n 2 


* — plant in his e 
« An army of good words, — 


ſhould | 
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© ſhould have fallen into the very ſnare he had 
laid for others; he had married a widow, for 
whom he cared nothing; who was en- 
cumbered with debts, and laden with 
folly; intending to make her pride, and 
her daughter's beauty, the ſteps to his own. 
preferment; inſtead of which, he ſhared in 
the inevitable diſgrace of the family, and loſt 
; the friendſhip and countenance of Doctor 
Cameron, . whoſe acquaintance was both an 
honour and advantage. No wonder if, on 
the firſt aſſault of all theſe evils © he fell in- 
to a royal paſſion,” and regardleſs of the envy 
it n.ight excite, declared his happy ſtate. 
e So then!” ſaid the Doctor, * you have 
in your great zeal for your friend's family 
= ke yeurſeff Mils Buhanun's legacy l“ 
Prazer was now deſperate; he had bor- 
ls the money which he had, with ſuch 
f ſhew of ready friendſhip, lent to Mrs. Buha- 
nun, in hope of having it returned back an 
hundred fold, and he knew it would be exact- 
ed of him; ſhe was environed by creditors of 
all deſcriptions, that he alſo knew ; and, that 
- tieither her nor himſelf poſſeſſed the means 


. of ſatisfying them, was a. ſecret every 
body 
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body knew; he roared like a tyger, ruſhed in- 


to the drawing room, and petrified both Mrs. 


Steward and Miſs Buhanun, by his rude and 


ſevere invectives againſt his wife, while ſhe, 
who had treated with contempt the gentle- 
man like admonitions of her brave firſt huſ- 
band, trembled every limb, and dared not 
meet the eye of the noiſy coward, who wante 
ed not will to do all he dared. 


; {Bhd children and ſervants, affrighted, ran 


into the room. 
When Badia, with lier wriſt bange ta 
brelnadk, and Jeſſy ſtaring with terror, under- 


ſtood this was the father their mother had 


given them, Emma, between affright, grief, 
and pain, fainted; and Doctor Cameron, 
who now from his ſoul pitied the poor victim 


of vanity, was perſuaded to enter the 1 


room with a wretch he deſpiſed. 422 
Aſter Emma was carried to We 6 Miſs 
Buhanun,” ſaid Doctor Cameron, © what 
do you now mean to do with yourſelf??? © © 
Emma caſt a beſeeching look at our 
eee but the . ee 8 0 
is no place for you.“ "3-5 Wb 
VOL, ul M $1046) 1 4 
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NM rs. Steward hes 0 Buhanun would 


; return with her. | 
| Roſa, who though not as \ wiokuttly "uy 
ble of the injury done the good Doctor, felt 
her confidence in him return, looked at the 
_ affrighted children. „C 
How,“ ſaid ſhe, cc can I leave theſe 
dear relics of a. friend I' ſo loved and 
| honoured?” : ; 
LT Pati -- aimed, Miss 1 3 
the Doctor, cc this i is no place for you; you 
enuſt leave them; the poor Major did not 
guard againſt an event like this; the lady 
named in the truſt with us could only now 
have interfered with -propriety ; this miſer- 
able woman will be deſerted by every 
body; ſhe is already deſpiſed, and will 
be ill-treated by her huſband; he will 
keep the children for the ſake of their for- 
tune; but remember, my loves, on the | 
_, ſmalleſt perſonal ill-treatment you may be 
taken from him, and while I live you have 
a friend and protector, who will be zealous 
and reſolute in your defence; but except he 
fuorgets his manhood, conſider the ſtate of 
: your poor mamma, ; 3 the has now no conſo- 
lation 


4, 
M4, 2 
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lation but what your duty and affection may 
afford.“ 
The girls burſt into freſh exclamation. 

« Oh their papa! their dear papa! oh 
that he was alive!“ 

Roſa could no longer refrals ber tears, 
and they hung on her as their laſt hope. 

The Doctor, addreſſing Peggy, who was 
ſobbing in a corner of the room, committed 
the children to her particular care, with _ 
charge to inform him minutely of their treat- 
ment and welfare. 

There is, it has been faid, one direct road 
to the hearts of domeflics ; this the generous 
Cameron could not miſs; but though the 
note he put into her hand was not accepted 
without thanks, Peggy was by no means to 
be claſſed in the number of mercenary ſer- 
vants; ſhe was born in the family, and was 
far more bound to them by love than 
intereſt. ink | 

Roſa, entreated her, for the young ladies 
ſake, to conciliate the favour of her new 
maſter, 


M2 « Eh gude 
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e Eh gude lorde!” ſobbed Peggy, ce 5 
A toorne! my maiſter !. Saundy Frazer, the 
wright's bairn, tul mary tul oor laird's wee- 
dow! hoo can ai caw him maiſter ?” 


c You mult neither ſpeak nor think of 
what he was, Peggy.“ 
„ Hoot! nae thenk, hoo can ai help thaut 

Meſs? Eh gude Gode, Saundy Frazer gang 
tul oore braw laird's auld Caſtel.“ 

A meffenger now, to the ſurpriſe of al 
parties, invited them to coffee in the draw- 
ing- room. 

„ believe, Doctor Cameron, 255 Roſa, 
with a look he could not withſtand, © we 
ſhould be friends.” 

_ *© Cruel Roſa !”” he PE es his lip 
quivering, and his eyes ſurcharged with 
moiſture, 0 you could not receive an ill im- 
preſſion of me; you could not withdraw your 
confidence without deſpiſing me; go, 1 can- 
not forgiye you; oh! you will nor know 
me; to render you in my eye the firſt woman 
in the creation, needs there more than that 
you ſhould be yourſelt? what is it to me who 
or 


\ 


BE. $ 
* 8 
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or what * are; I ſay with your own coun- 


try poet, 
Let high birth triumph, —what can be more . 8 
8 Nothing but merit in a low eſtate.” | 


I ſeeyou pre-eminent in lovelineſs; your voice 


| thrills through my heart; and my judgment 


is pleaſed with every ſentence that drops from 
your lips; your name—ah Rofa ! would I 
not with tranfport exchange it for my own; 


but you have told me your heart could not 


be mine; and did I love you leſs becauſe my- 
felf love was wounded; yet you could 3 
believe” | 


Roſa was affected and 1 ſhe put 


| her hand to his lip, which he had the reſolu- 


tion to refrain from kiſſing, and almoſt whiſ- 


pered, © The human mind is ſuſceptible of 


no pain ſo ſevere as that which ariſes from a 
neceſſity ofdeſpiſing the object ofone's eſteem.“ 
This little quotation, followed by a queſtion 


half arch, and half ſentimental, Don't you 


pity the credulity of a friend who was reduced 


to this neceſſity, Doctor ?“ made up the 


painful breach friendſhip had ſuſtained ; and 
M3 at 


% 
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ar her requeſt he returned to the bride and 
bridegroom. f 

Mr. Frazer's features had already refumed 
their ſerene caſt; he was particularly offici- 
ous in ſetting the chairs, aſſiſting his wife in 
making coffe, and every poſſible attention 
to the ladies; the bride's eyes were ſtill red 
and ſwelled, her countenance pale, and a tre- 
mor remained on her nerves, which induced 
our heroine to offer to preſide at the break- 
faſt; ſpice of every effort tears would burſt 
from her eyes, and at length, unable to ſup: 
port herſelf, ſhe fainted away. 

Mr. Frazer ſaid he was affected; the 
Doctor advifed an immediate Maney to 
Curie Gowrand. | 
© Mr. Frazer hoped, e che dread- 
ful ſituation of his mi, Miſs Buhanun 
would not leave them. 

The Doctor's eyes ſtruck fire; he ſaw into 
the ſoul of the man; no human being could 
be more unſuſpicious than Doctor Cameron 
till his confidence was broke; none ſo Hard 


7: 0 e — on alter. 
In 
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In the paroxyſm of his rage, in the morn- 
ing, Frazer had dropped ſome expreſſions 
reſpecting Mr. Angus, and the ſinecure in 
his gift, which then accounted for his extreme 
violence and diſappointment, and now ſerved 
as a clue to that labyrinth of cunning which 
had ſo ſoon ſmoothed his pliant brow. 
The Doctor waited impatiently for 
Roſa's anſwer, and was fatisfied to hear 
her advert to her intention» of going to 
England, and her, promiſe to Mrs. Steward, 
to return with her; that lady, indeed was 
much fatigued, and her ſituation rendered reſt 
neceſſary; chairs were therefore ſent for, and the 
ladies returned home: Mr. Frazer at the ſame 
time went to his own houſe, and Mrs. Frazer 
retired to her chamber, to weep her own fate 
as well as that of a beloved child, to remem- 
ber the pafh, to fear the future, to make com- | 
Par: 1 be mi n, 8 
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* 01 momentary grace of mortal men, 

„ Which we more hunt for than grace of God!: 

% Who builds his hope in air of your fond look, 
„ Lives like a drunken ſailor on a inaſt, 

Ready with every nod to tumble down 


Into the fatal bowels of the deep. 


i 
1] 


| N81 it was impoſſible to conceal an vent 
which molt of the pretty women in Edin- 


bucgh choſe to be vaſtly ſorry, for, it became 


A duty in the twe executors to unite in 


every poſſi le means for Kattie's. recovery; 


- expreſſes were ſent off in all directions, 


and conſiderable rewards offered; but ſuch 


an unfathomable myſtery hung over the tranſ- 


action, that ſome concluded ſhe had drowned - 


\ herſelf; others ſaid ſhe was gone off with 
Mr. Angus; ; 0 others that ſhe concealed 


i 
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herſelf, becauſe ſhe diſliked him; but all 
agreed in the main ſtory, © that the ſun of 
| bonnie Kattie's fame had ſet, never more to 
riſe,” and followed Cheſterficld's maxim, 
« of whiſpering it in confidence, in order that 
it might be more known and more credited. 5 
Miss Bruce's eyes were really monſtrous 
on the occaſion; this poor virgin, who was 
eternally talking without ſaying any thing, 
| hired a chair by the hour, to hear all 
ſhe could, and tell all. ſhe heard. The 
people of faſhion were pouring into town 
and the Siddons, the Kemble, the Crouch, the 
Kelly, all would have been talked of, 
had not the elopement of bonnie Kattie of 
Caſtle Gowrand engroſſed every body that 
whole day; the next a new. ſubject ſtarted, 
in the ſame unfortunate family, which was the 
marriage of the widow Buhanun to Saundy 
Frazer, a W. S. indeed, but ſon to a 
mechanic! for the introduction of fuch a 
being into the family of the Buhanun's,, not 
ene branch of i it, from. him whoſe rank and 
title are equally reſpectable, to him who ſclls 
nuf, at the ſign of the Highlander, Hol- 
Mg born- 


230 THE BEGCAR GIRL. 
© born-Hill, would forgive _Mrs, Fakes; ; 4 
like the followers of Lear,. a blow cut chem 
off, and after them no lady could excuſe, no 
gentleman pardon, Mrs. Frazer ; nor was 
there now a houſe in Edinburgh ſo dreary as 
that of the late charming widow Buhanun' 8. 
What a falling off was here; the bonny 
Ducheſs of A. was all vinegar,the Ducheſs of 
B. all gall, and the Ducheſs of C. all water- 
gruel, or the matter. Lady A. hoped the 

horrid woman would not be ſeen; Lady B. 

ſhewed her large white teeth to her old man; 

Lady C. D. E. and F. gave orders to ſhut 
their doors againſt her; but Lady H. the 
friendly, benevolent, generous Lady H. was 

ſorry for all parties, and according to her 
mode of going where no body elſe 3 go, 
and doing what no body elſe did do, reſolved 
to call on the poor. woman, when ſhe had 
time. 

As to the”, men, * as * * pr at, 
and betted on the buſineſs; but what ſhock- 
ed Mrs. Frazer moſt, was the two puppet 

 "ſhew lords, paſſing in their fine habiliments, 


5 een in the Linky, followed by All the 
5 | rabble 
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rabble of Edinburgh, wichour' 10 much as 

caſting a glance up at her window. | 
Roſa, when ſhe returned to Mrs. Steward's, 

exhauſted and fatigued, tried without effect to 

cet ſome reſt; her mind had been during the 
laſt thirty hours in a perfe& chaos; ſhe again 

read Mrs. Walſingham's letter, again looked _ 
over that of Elinor, and tried to ſpell 
the elaborate epiſile of Mrs. Betty Brown. 
Her impatience to leave Edinburgh, which 
the events 1n the family of her reſpected 125 


tron had ſuſpended, returned. 
She could not be of the ſmalleſt ſervice to 


ber who had ſo unworthily parted with the 

Major's reſpected name; the young ladies were 
now of age to be left to themſelves, under the 
roof of a prudent mother; that their's was 
not deſerving the title, was a misfortune it 
was not in Roſa's power to help; nor could 
ſhe, by ſtaying, render one recollection leſs 
poignant, or turn aſide one of the thoufand 
juſt reflections which Mrs. Frazer's beſt friends 
3 on her nen | : 
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There were beſides other ſtrong motives. 
to urge her departure; nothing is more 
reſpected in Scotland than good blood; 
While conſidered as even the illegitimate 
offspring of a Buhanun, ſhe was ſomebody; 
but the odium of her birth, ſhe fore ſaw would. 
imply every thing diſgraceful, The only thing 
of which ſhe was aſhamed, for poverty had no 
 terrors, was the abandoned life it was known 
ker mother led, at the time ſhe deſerted her, 
and this was ever a ſource of grief and 
mortification to her. Frazer had not been 
' ſparing of his communications and embelliſh-- | 
ments, even in her preſence, and no doubt 
but he had been, at leaſt, equally induſtrious. 
in her abſence; ſhe would become an object 
of wonder and of impertinent curioſity ; her 
character, which ſhe now conſidered as her 
only real good, might become involved 
in the imprudence of the Buhanuns, ſo as to 
deprive her of che power to return with cre- 
dit to the line of life ſhe had ſo unfortunately 
leit at Mrs. Harley's, or as private governeſs 
in a family, which were whatſhe now depend- 
ec on, as her only eligible reſource. Having 
| in 
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1 


in vain courted reſt, the aroſe; and Mrs. Ste- 
ward, on whom the events of the laſt few. 
hours had left a very N ne ee Jjoin- 
ed her. 

Roſa frankly communicated to this 8 
woman the reflections that had occupied her, 
and Mrs. Steward, though ſhe every moment 


became more intereſted in her fate, acknow—- 
ledged the juſtice of her concluſions, and in- 


deed added ſtrength to them, by her know- 

ledge of the diſpoſition of the Caledonian. 
While they were talking over the affair a 

double rap was heard at the door; and the ſer- 


vant ſaid, a gentleman deſired to ſpeak with 


the lady. 
The gentleman followed ſo cloſe no denial 


eould be given, and preſented a note to Roſa 


that called upallthe pure blood into her cheek ;. 
ſhe handed it to Mrs. Steward, who handed 
it to her huſband, who very compoſedly 
turned the gentleman out of the room, and 

kicked him down the ſtone ſtairs. . 
Whatever the ſeverely treated gentleman 
might intend to ſay or do, on this rough 
treatment, was Interrupted. by the drawing up 
e ee 2% 
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3 of A coroneted carriage, to which he thought 
proper to uncover his powdered head, and 
walked away as faſt as his ſhort gs would 


carry him. 


Lady Hopely had paid Mrs. Frazer a viſit 
at Holy. Rood-Houſe, where the Worn 
bride, tranſported to find one lady of faſhion 
would till notice her, entered into a full, 
though not exactly true or coherent account 
of all her misfortunes; the whole of which, 
even to the two laſt, the elopement of her 
daughter, and her own marriage, ſhe had the 
ingenuity to aſcribe to the Major's ill con- 
duct, as the original ſource of all; and as it 
was impoſſible to retrace all her grounds of 
complaint, without introducing anecdotes 
both of the burn fide, and our heroine ; ſhe, 
on the ſtrength of Mr. Frazer's pene- 
tration, amuſed her noble viſitor with a 
Hiſtory of Mrs. Walſingham and Roſa; 
from what the had ſeen, heard, and in- 
vented; poſitively aſſerting, that ſame ad- 
ventreſs of the burn ſide, was the identical 
begg ar woman, who abandoned her child, 
and happening to gain an aſcendancy over 


"the aer. had nne him to fetch her 
to 


— 


a. 
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to Scotland, and not on to give her his name, 
but to introduce her i into his own houſe, and 
make her the companion of his daughters. 
The inferences from this ſtory are obvious, 
as ſhe, concluded by obſerving, that really 
with one diſtreſs and another, her mind was 
ſo weakened, ſhe found it- impoſſible to 
manage her affairs; and Mr. Frazer being of 
a genteel profeſſion, a friend of the M * s— 
and—and—” 

Mrs. Frazer heficated ; ſhe could not juſt 
"then recollect any other very ſtrong induce- 
ment for accepting the hand of Mr. F razer, 
at leaſt ſuch as ſhe choſe to > avow, and there- 
fore actually did bluſh. ED - 

The reader will Janie = believe, afier the 
mutual Kindneſſes that had paſſed between our 
heroine and Mrs, Frazer, ſhe could have 
given the above curious anecdores, with- 
out ſome little _ qualm of conſcience ; 
but the real truth 1 * Mrs. Frazer was ſo 
elated by Lady Hopely' s viſit, ſo deſirous of | 
ſtill maintaining her rank in the world, by 
making a decent tale out of one her heart had 
informed her many times in the courſe of the 
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laſt twelve hours, was very, very bad, and ſo 
agitated by the loſs of Kartie, that ſhe really 
had run on without intending to injure any 
one, her whole regards being, as uſual, center- 
ed in dear ſelf. 
: Lady Hopely, among a rd eccen- 
tricities, not one of which ſprung. from a 
blameable ſource, and many from the in- 
exhauſtible benevolence of her heart, always 
felt herſelf intereſted. for thoſe people who 
were going out of the favour of the world; 
adverſity was the ſcaſon of her friendſhip, 
and the favorites. of fortune were ſeldom 
*hers ; but in Mrs. F razer's hiſtory,.contrary: 
to cuſtom, curioſity put diſtreſs out. of her 
head; ſhe had mentioned, among other ag- 
gravations of the Major“ 8 cruelty, the man- 
ner in which he had cloathed the Beggar 
SGirl; the education he had given her; 
the muſical inſtruments, which, by the girl's | 
own account, coſt ſo much money,— the 
piano forte, for inſtance, and, the harp: 
then the mother's apartment, which, though: 
hid under the ſame thatched roof with F ergu- 
1 : _ fon's 
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ſon's hut on the burn ſide, contained elegancies 

much ſuperior to any at Caſtle Gowrand. 
All theſe things. ſounded fo apocryphal ta 
Lady Hopely, that ſhe had the ſtrongeſt cu- 
riolity to ſee the heroine, of ſuch a romance, 
and accordingly, without noticing Mrs, 
Frazer's heſitating bluſh, requeſted to ſee this 
Beggar Gul. 

Mrs. Frazer, not intending to excite 
intereſt for any but herſelf, was rather r ſurpriſed 
at Lady Hopely s requelt, but ſhe could not 
refuſe to give her Mrs. 'Steward's addrels ; 
and her ladyſhip was on her part as much 
ſurpriſed to hear the Beggar had left the good 
Mrs. Frazer ; however, after tranſporting the 
bride, with an invitation to bring her huſband 
to dine at Hopely-Houſe, ſhe hurried to her 
carriage, and was ſet down at Mrs. Steward's 
in a very critical moment, both for the gentle- 
man who had undergone the ceremony of 
kicking, and him who had been the acting 
party; for as the gentleman, as ſoon as he 
could ſtand upright in the ſtreet, gave indica- 
tions of impertinence, Mr. Steward was nei- 
ther in the habit or humour to bear, there 

would 


/ 
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would have been no anſwering for conſe- 
quences, had not ber en ſo OY 


armved.”'- © 
Lady Hopely ed from Her carriage, 


and underſtanding, on aſking on which flat 


Mr. Steward lived, that it was himſelf ſhe 
addreſſed, gave him her hand with an air of 
frankneſs and condeſcenſion all her own, and 
was led by him into the ſame apartment he 
had juſt left, where ſhe beheld: Roſa, tears 
ſanding on her crimſoned cheek, and her 
8 hoſteſs pale as death. 
It was very eaſy for Lady W to diſ- 
G which of the two females ſhe ſaw was 
her ro whom her viſit was intended; but it 
1s by no means as eaſy to paint her aſtoniſh- 
ment, when our heroine, in the full blaze of 
lovelineſs, and the confidence which inno- 
cence and good breeding is ſure to inſpire, 
returned her compliments, after Mr. Steward 
had announced her name and quality, and in 
a manner equally free from preſumption and 
fſervility, but full of native grace and internal 
dignity ſear herſelf, as ſoon as her ladyſhip 


g taken a chair, and ago riſe with more 
- anima- 


—— 
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animation, though not leſs re pect, to reach 
one for Mrs. Steward, as that lady, leſs col- 
lected, ſtood in irreſolute confufion, won- 
dering what could have brought ſuch a viſitor 
to her houſe. + 
The party being ſeated, Lady Elapckey 
whoſe eyes reſted on our heroine with an ex- 
preſſion that apnlogized for their earneft 
gaze, began to fee] herſelf embarraſſed; ſhe 
had followed the impulſe of curioſity in the 
quality mode, without aſking herſelf if it were 
right or wrong, and reſolved to ſee the little 
Beggar without once ſuppoſing a beggar 
could poſſibly be transformed into the ele- 
gant re ſemblance of a woman of faſhion, with 
a perſon ſo adorned with grace, and a face ſo 
beautifully intelligent as ſhould command re- 
ſpect; but the proof was before her; and 
bluſhing at her own precipitancy, ſhe with- 
drew her eyes from the modeſt brow of 
Roſa, to that ſpor of the carper where the 
note ſtill lay, with a large coroneted ſeal up- 
permoſt, which had occaſioned the unfor= 
\ tunate te gentleman to be kicked Gown ſtairs. 


Lady 


af 
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Lady Hopely felt her. reſpect diminiſh, 
| hind curiolity was again predominant. 
And, pray, ladies,” ſaid ſhe, with an 
Asta ſmile which brought the blood in Mrs. 
Ste ward's face, © who does Lord grad 
corre ſpond with here?“ 
Mr. Steward, without anſwering, ebe 
up the note, and having put it into her 
lady ſhip's hands, ſhe read aloud as follows: 


5 


a e 1 And 158 are an adventreſs, but I aſk 
you no queſtions, —1 like your perfon—name 
your terms—my gentleman will ſettle. every 
thing—he has wy authority I am a man of 
honour. 5 ; 


77 5 1 top.“ 


fh. ede 
ing the note from her with contempt, 
« there lies honor | this note, child, 1 

. pre- 


THE BEGGAR GIRL. : 261 


pie me addreſſed to you; I ſaw the gentle 
man paſs irom the houſe as my carriage drew 
up; and did he ſettle every thing ? you 
know, I preſume, this man of honour has a 
beautiful young wife, and ſeveral CANYON by 
a firſt many” 175.5 x6 Tn 
have not, madam,” ſaid RoW, riſing 
offended” at the changed manner-of Lady 
Hopely, cc the honor to know more of him 
than that he has inſulted me; nor of you, than 
that you, from more curioſity than 
« Then politeneſs, I preſume,” inter- 
rupted her ladyſhip. | 
« A being of my rank, madam, will not dare : 
to differ in opinion with a perſon of your's.” 
1 Charming !' ſaid the good Counteſs 
x if you have but an equanimity of this 
ſpirit; if you can but op this man of 
honour.” 


© { have however | kicked his gendeman,” 
ſaid Mr. Steward. LE 


It was not only our heroine's face that was 
e the lily on her neck and arms was 
covered by the impetuous and indignant 
595 and Lady Hopely looked at her as if 
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her fine N meant to Fee her. very 


FR © What a hiſtory he that fooliſh. woman | 
been giving me.“ ſaid her W « Mrs. 
Frazer I mean.” : 
« ] dare ſay a very true. one,” eg 
Roſa, who inſulted by a lord, and affronted 


by a lady, was no longer aſhamed of having 
been a beggar. 


.- * Impoſſible | | it cannot the * true po» 
« To the beſt of Mrs. Frazer s know- 


ledge, I believe.” 


« And how did 1 ſhe diſcover your. moe 


ther W104 
2 My mother * + exclaimed Nea, bluſh- 
ing ſtill deeper. 
„Tes the Mrs. . vas ber name, at 
the burn EE. wo oo vo- Me 
+ org. Walſingham * 
4 Yes the fame;”:.! --- 33 ; 

« Does Mrs. Frazer fig Mrs. Walling: 


WM bam is my morher 83 


Tes, that is a part of the hiſtory the has 


0 been Swing me, N _ dare m * 
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60 Mrs. Frazer's diſcoveries are wonderful, 
but I will no 8 dare to ſay they are 
true. 8 
c Then you . t own this Mrs. Wal- 
ſingham as your mother?“ - 
„ Orton her ! would to God I conkd ala 
ſuch a mother! No, madam, you have heard 
that I am a miſcrable out-cait, taken by a 
dear liberal heart, that has long ſince ceaſed 
to bear, from the loweſt claſs of wretches ; 
this is what Mrs. Frazer has told you, and 
this is true; but know, madam, I am more 
abject than even ſhe has told you; my un- 
happy mother, if alive, diſgraces that ſex to 
which Mrs. Walſingham is an honor; if I 
have a father or other relatives, they are of 
the ſame miſerable deſcription: This, ma- 
dam, is what I ſuppoſed you had heard, and 
what I dared to ſay was true; but when to 
gratiſy an ill: grounded ſpleen, or to form ex- 
cuſes for her own conduct, Mrs. Frazer con- 
nects my fate with that of her excellent huſ- 
band, or the dear woman who till yeſterday I 
have mourned: as Joſt; ſhe diſhonours her- 
ſelf, and on herſelf only the fallchood will 
tecoil. 2 
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FNoſa's ſpirit was high, but it had in it no- 
| thing of the termagant ; though the ſenſe of 
mean birth, of extreme poverty, and depen- 
dance, had ſomething humbled its natural 
: forte ; - the pride of cbnſcious. rectitude, 
innocence, and honour, were eaſily rouſed in- 
to becoming dignity; but when theſe were 
_ aſſerted, it retreated to its humble poſt, and 
| deft her acutely ſenſible of all the calamities 
of her ſate, aggravated at this moment by 
tender regret ſor loſt and abſent friends. 
Lady Hopely's penetrating eye was till 
fixed on her's, and it was ſorrow, not guilt, 
that made her turn her face towards the win- 
dow, to conceal tears which were at once 
à pfleaſing and painful tribute to the me- 
_ mory of paſt ſcenes; the firſt object on 
Which her tearful eye glanced, were the 
man of honour and his gentleman ſtriding 
backwards and forwards in great apparent 
Wrath; Lord Lowder—bur Voltaire, among 
his other preſicient writings, drew his lord- 
Nup's - portrait before the blazing of bon- 
| Hires, ringing of bells, and firing of guns an- 
- nounced the grand event of his birth, — 
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"ce This nobleman carried himfelf with = wagte Z 
e ſaitable to a perſon WhO bore ſo many titles ; he ſpoke | 
od with a noble diſdain to every one; held his noſe ſo high, 
6 ſtrained his voice to ſuch a pitch, and aſſumed ſo im- 
cc perious an air, that every one who had the honour to 


| _ « converſe with him, were OY 3 to baſtinado his 
4 n . LES 


The ike i now as well àequainted with 
Lord Lowder as he can reaſonably defire, 
and we have only his gentleman to intro- 
duce. Mr. Linton was at preſent, and it 
will be impoſſible for us to trace him farther' 
back than his preſent ſervice, the fac totum 
of Lord Lowder ; he had been recommend. | 
ed to his lordſhip, when on his travels, as a 
deviliſn clever fellow,—and a deviliſh 1 
fellow he proved himſelf to be; 
was the boſom friend of his Lord, — 
tyrant of the family, the averfion of the firſt 
Counteſs, and the terror ofthe ſecond; he was 
hated by his lordſhip's children, and deſpiſed 
by ſuch of the Lowder family as cared about 

their noble chief; he Was, in fine, ſo much | 

vor. 111. N the 
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"es kindred out of his lord, that had ay EY 
been as much in vogue, and the ladies as 
T5 humble in their attachments as ſome of 


our quality dames have ſince proved 
themſelves to be, and moreover, - had not 
Mr. Linton's - fire finiſhed his famous life 


at a place remarkable for ſtopping the career 


of ſoaring geniuſes, that is to ſay, had he not 
been hanged- before the birth of the Right 


- Honorable Lord Lowder, his lordſhip and. 
his gentleman might have paſſed for as near 


relations as many other two brothers in the 
polite world. | 


Roſa's tears a ts: a half Gade 1 


fight « of theſe perſonages ; ſhe fell back in her 


Chair; and Lady Hopely, who had been loſt. 


in admiration of that firmneſs of character 
which had ſo well ſupported itſelf, was, as 


well as Mrs. Steward, alarmed for her; the 
concern ſhe expreſſed gave a new turn to the 


i manners both of her ladyſhip and our heroine; 
the former became all condeſcending good- 
neſs, the latter all grateful ſenſibility ; and 
thus from a circumſtance that threatened 


mortification ſucceeded one of the moſt 


fortunate events of our heroine's life. 


; 5 dy 
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Lady Hopely, informed by Roſa of the 
Major's reaſons for introducing her to Mrs. 
Buhanun, only as the protegce and part i heireſs 
of Colonel Buhanun's fortune, without men- 
tioning the diftreſs from which that gentle- 
man relieved her, applauded both motive and 
act. Having formerly known Colonel Bu- 
hauun, and being particularly intimate with 
many of his connections, ſhe was exceedingly 
minute in her inquiries after him, and warm 
in her commendations of his protegee. IF 
„ But what,” ſaid ſhe, can be done for 
you ? If by taking you under my immediate 
Fame J provoked the clamour of all. 
tire iavvies in dn, that would not gave me 
the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs; but my dear you 
have the misfortune to be ſo very beautiful, 
that you cannot hope to be admitted into any 
family where there are unmarried girls; 
mine, for inſtance, , would never forgive me 
for bringing among them ſo Cormitebile a 
rival; and with reſpect to ſettling you in Scot- 
land, women are women all the world over; 
were youa little beggar /ooking thing, indeed we 
ſhould all be mighty fond of patronizing vo 
Tod N 2. 3 


1 out of fight befare * * gone. 
N | _ Unger 


Fg 


.268 THE BEGGOAR GIRL, 


— 


If it were only for the novelty of the fe; 
but the Miſſes in Edinburgh have really ſuf- 
. #ered fo much from the monopoly of all the 
men, by that fooliſh widow. and her bonnie 
| Karrie, that as ſoon as you are. followed, 
which will be the inſtant you are ſeen, all 
_ their folly a be given, * 0 haps im- 
| puted to you. 
_ Roſa's colour roſe. 
N C Ay, ay,” continued Lady Hopely, © I 
believe you are a very good girl, but, as 1 
faid before, you are intolerably handſome, 
and that is a crime to which all ſorts of 
miſdemeanors are attached ; I think you will 
do right } in going to London; here, take this 
morrocco purſe, i it contains my addreſs ; 1 de- 
fireyou will call on me in the winter, when I go 
* Jouth; and in the mean time, if I can ſerve 
vou, by recommending you, or any other 
way, make uſe of me, and don't fail to let me 
hear of you. Adieu, my dear; avoid honor- 
able men and banaſome women ; adieu.” 
Lady Hopely then ended her viſit with as 
little ceremony as ſhe had began it, and was 
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Underthe ſanction of ſo reſpectable an adviſer, 
added to the reluctantly given opinion of Mrs. 
Steward, Roſa became impatient to com- 
mence her long journey. A Newcaſtle 
coach left Edinburgh at four o'clock ; it was 
now two; but in the unabated zeal of her new 
friends, ſhe found the aſſiſtance of an hoſt; 
her trunks were ſent to the waggon, and the 
ſmall ſelection of changes for immediate uſe 
packed, while a haſty dinner was ſerving; 
after which a coach was ſent for> and, ac- 
companied by Mr, and Mrs. Steward, ſhe ſet 
off to meet the ſtage, which was directed to 
take her in a little diſtance from the town, in 
order to avoid any further notice from the 
man of honour or his gentleman. 
Sao entirely had Roſa's mind been 9 
that ſne had not given one thought to her 
friend Doctor Cameron, whoſe carriage hap- 
pening to paſs her on the north bridge, he 
immediately pulled the cheque, merely to ſaß 
how d'ye, and to apologiſe for not having 
called, as he had been to Dalkeith on a con- 
ſultation, and was now. going to attend ano- 
# RC 
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ther i in ber kreet ſhe bowed, Kifed 
her hand, and the carriages went ou. 
3 Good man!“ ſaid Roſa, how un- 
grateful ſhould I have been, but for this ac- 
cidental rencounter ; you muſt, my dear Mrs. 
Steward, account For my ſudden departure, 
«and fay every thing for me your own n feelings 
can ſuggeſt,” „ CNTR 
Mrs. Steward promiſed, and our heroine's - 
| quoi ſunk as ſhe once more paſſed Holy- 
-Rood-Palace and raiſed her ſwimming eyes 
to the window where ſhe had laboured fo 
many weary hours for the ungrateful widow 
ol her lamented friend, and his charming but 
Unfottunate daughter; chere the faw Emma 
356 Jeſſy ſicting in melancholy obſervation of 
the crowds which at this ſeaſon of hilarity fill 
every part of Edinburgh. he idea, that this 
Vas probably the laſt time ſhe ſhould ever be- 
hold the beloved girls, filled her with anguiſh. 
Alas! faid ſhe, “and is this then all that 
remains of the happy ſociety which delighted 
the long ſummer's day, and cheared the 
dreary winter's Lien; ; tweet girls amiable 
Fo Alen ! 
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|: children! may the ſpirit of your father hover Ho 
over, and-bring a bleſſing on all your ſteps.” _ 

| Scarce had ſhe uttered the heartfelt bene. 

diction, when the ſtage drew up, and Roſa's 

white hand waved from the window as long as 5 


ſhe could retain a diſtant glance of her friends. 


END Or VOL, III. 
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